


GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 30th September 2015 

PRESENT – Cllr.D.Turner: Cllr.P.Maile: Cllr.J.Newton : Cllr.I.Johnson: Cllr.M.Elms: Cllr.S.Harris: Cllr.P.Haylock: Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk: Dist Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi: Members of the Public 4.
 
1. 	APOLOGIES – Cty.Cllr.D.Finch. 

2. 	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 12th August 2015  were accepted as a true and accurate account of proceedings and signed by the Chairman. Proposed Cllr.Johnson. Seconded Cllr.Harris.

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr.Turner declared a Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda item 8.11 as a near neighbour to the school. 

4.        COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS –Dist.Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi encouraged Councillors to attend 
	the forthcoming Planning Training sessions hosted by Braintree District Council. He drew attention  to a new BDC funding scheme for small businesses. 
	Cllr.Newton joined the meeting at this time
           	Cllr. O’Reilly-Cicconi left the meeting at this time. 

5.	OFFICERS REPORTS & INFORMATION EXCHANGE
	Cllr.Harris – Communications – further amendments have been made to the website, other appearance and presentational aspects will be attended to on an ongoing basis. The Magna Carta newsletter has been well received and there are presently 45 subscribers. An ordnance survey license has been obtained to enable to reproduction of a parish footpath map on the proposed village information boards.
	Footpaths – The footbridges in the Slype FP 26 and at the bottom of the sand banks on junction of FP 16,18 & 19 have been assessed by Essex CC and are scheduled for repair.
	Cllr.Newton – Nothing to report
	Cllr.Elms – Highways – The draft drainage plan is almost complete. Essex CC have undertaken more pothole repairs this week with other holes marked for imminent repair. A team of parishioner volunteers have dug out the ditch in Lucking Street opposite Mossings and Springwells, which should help the run off of excess water. This will be referred back to Essex CC as this work has previously been approved by county but with no further action.
	Task Force – There will be a litter pick after the Autumn verge cut which is due shortly.
	Cllr.Maile – Community Working Party – work on the MiCommunity grant application is underway and the application will be submitted mid-October. Cllr.Newton confirmed that the village hall committee has approved the purchase of a gas cooker for general and emergency use. This will be included within the application. The project also involves a parishioner information leaflet offering signposting via either the Parish Council or the PCC. Mobile Library: Cllr.Maile encouraged parishioners to make use of the service for fear it may be withdrawn if not supported.
	Cllr.Haylock – Nothing to report, all Planning matters covered under Agenda item 10.
	Cllr.Johnson – Transport – There have been a number of service failures to the parish bus service provided by Regal busways. Should a bus fail to turn up passengers are advised to telephone Regal and request authorisation to use a local taxi, for which they will be reimbursed. Neighbourhood Watch – Essex Police are encouraging dog walkers to be vigilant to suspected criminal activity and report anything suspicious. Cyber crime and telephone scams continue on a frequent basis.
	
6.	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
· Agenda item 8.11, Councillors were reminded of the agreement by ECC Highways to impose 20mph speed limit in this area, which may see a change of road and parking signage. 
· Request for the Parish Council to continue removal of duplicated and redundant utility service, telegraph poles. Cllr.Turner to review.


· Who has responsibility for Public Liability cover for users of the Village Playing Field ? The Clerk confirmed that the Council’s public liability insurance covered casual use of the playing field, for any organised activity the liability insurance must be provided by the event organiser.
· Should the bottle banks be moved to the village hall to help create more parking space on the village playing field car park.
	  MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  

7.	PROGRESS UPDATE – 
	The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. A certificate was presented to the Council from the EALC in recognition of achieving Foundation Level of the Local Council Award scheme. 
7.1	Report from Grant Funding Working Party - Cllr.Turner referred Councillors to the pre-circulated meeting note.

8.        BUSINESS ITEMS
8.1	Terms of Reference for Use of Village Playing Field –Cllr.Turner proposed that use of the field would exclude organised, league football teams. Seconded Cllr.Johnson. Vote in Favour 6, & 1 Against. The Clerk advised that current signage is in line with recommendations from Fields in Trust and Essex Legal Services.  Clerk to update and produce a scaled charging tariff for use of the field, for circulation ahead of publication.
8.2	Review of Open Spaces Action Plan (OSAP) – The following items will be submitted for inclusion within the next OSAP review:- Village Information Boards; New Adult Trim-trail, Storage Unit. Proposed by Cllr.Newton. Seconded Cllr.Haylock.
8.3 Bottle Banks – It was agreed that there would be no increase in the current number of bins. If bins are over-flowing Cllr.Elms should be notified and he will take responsibility for contacting BDC to request clearance.
8.4	Dog Waste Penalty Notices – No additional notices will be erected at the current time.
8.5	Councillor Training.  – The Clerk will investigate potential dates in early 2016 for a group EALC training session for all Councillors.
8.6	Purchase of Replacement Parish Noticeboard at Dynes Hall Road– The Clerk produced comparison quotes for a replacement noticeboard. A hard wood board, similar to existing would be approx.£800 compared to a harder-wearing aluminium board £500. Cllr. Johnson proposed that an aluminium board is purchased, to be green in colour and with a Maple leaf logo. Seconded Cllr.Harris.
8.7	Footpath Maintenance – Cllr.Harris proposed the Council enter into a Service Level Agreement with ECC for the maintenance of specified paths within the parish. ECC will provide a small grant to facilitate clearance. Seconded Cllr.Elms.
8.8	Request from Hedingham United U16’s for Use of the Village Playing Field – Request for use on a Saturday morning 10am-11.30am for training purposes, through to the end of the season in April 2016.MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC to allow for comment MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC. Cllr.Turner proposed permission is granted on a trial basis, subject to agreement of an appropriate tariff and relevant consultation with residents neighbouring village playing field. Seconded Cllr.Newton
8.9	Adoption of changes to Standing Orders & Financial Regulations – To reflect changes from Public Contracts Regulations 2015. Amendment to Standing orders 18a(v); 18c & 18f. Amendment to Financial Regulations 11.1k. Proposed Cllr.Turner.Seconded Cllr.Haylock.
8.10    Request from St Giles School to Permit One Member of Staff to Park in Village Playing 
Field Car Park – Requested on medical grounds. It was agreed a permit would be granted on a termly basis subject to review. Proposed Cllr.Johnson. Seconded Cllr.Harris.
8.11 Extension of Timed Parking Restriction from St Giles School, Church Street down to 
entrance to Treeways/High View – Cllr.Turner proposed that ECC are contacted to escalate the introduction of the 20mph speed limit and to include extension of timed parking restriction in Church Street down to entrance of Treeways/High View.Seconded Cllr.Elms.	

9. 	FINANCIAL REPORT
9.1 Current bank balances:-
	Current account:
	£ 
	78.54
	Reserve account:
	£5188.77



9.2 Noting of sums received:-
	NWB Interest Paid Apr – Jul 2015
	.16p

	BACS – HMRC&E VAT Reimbursement
	850.06

	BACS – BDC 2nd Precept Instalment 
	1780.00


9.3 Ratification of payments made:-
	SO – Quarterly Salary to Clerk Mrs Ann Crisp (Jul-Sep 2015)
	1095.64


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-
	Cheque – UK Safety Store, Sign for safety fencing on Village Playing Field
	32.26


9.4 Other Finance matters:-
	Conclusion of Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2015. Signed off by Audit Commission without comment.



10.     PLANNING
10.1	Application Decisions
	10.1	Application Decisions
10.1.1 15/00600/LBC The Old Vicarage, Church Street. Removal of 2 internal walls in the attic (3rd floor). Permitted 20/8/15.
10.1.2 15/00781/LBC St Giles Cottage, Lucking Street. Replacement windows, conservatory door & removal of corrugated sheet roof on rear lean to extension and provision of glazed roof & painting of external walls. Permitted 27/8/15
10.1.3 15/00783/FUL & 15/00029/HHPA Badgers, Lucking Street. External insulation & render applied over the ground floor brickwork. Erection of single storey rear extension. Permitted 9/9/15.
10.1.4 15/00874/FUL Land adjacent to 1 Toldish Hall Road. Variation of condition relating to approved application no.2 of approved application 15/00001/FUL – Erection of detached dwelling. Permitted 24/8/15.
10.1.5 15/00952/ELD New Barn Farm, Alderford Street, Sible Hedingham. Application for an Existing Lawful Development Certificate – occupation of New Barn Farm without compliance with condition no.2 (occupancy condition) attached to planning ref:03/02603/FUL. Permitted 18/9/15.
10.2	Applications Received
	None

11.       CORRESPONDENCE– For notification
	None

12.	CONTENT FOR E-NEWSLETTER – Update on storage facility, Best Kept Village award, Village Information Boards, all Planning Matters. Cllr.Harris to draft newsletter and circulate to all for approval.

13. 	ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
· Review Use of Village Playing Field

14. 	DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 11th November 2015 at 7.30pm.           

	Meeting Closed 9.45pm	




	Signed………………TRUE COPY….……….Dated 11th November 2015



