
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 11th November 2015
PRESENT – Cllr.D.Turner.(Chairman). Cllr.J. Newton.Cllr. M. Elms. Cllr.I.Johnson.Cllr.P.Haylock.Cllr.P.Maile.Cllr.S.Harris Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Members of the Public – 5. 
1. APOLOGIES Dist.Cllr J O’Reilly-Cicconi as in attendance at BDC Planning meeting
2. MINUTES – The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30th September 2015 were accepted as a true and accurate account of proceedings and signed by the Chairman, with an amendment to item 12. Content for e-newsletter - Mobile library info; Bus/replacement taxi info; Footpath bridge repairs and SLA; School parking problems; Playing field ToRs; Open Spaces Plan; Task Force skills request. Under District & County matters: 5yr homes plan & Growth Loan Fund info. Proposed by Cllr.Harris, seconded Cllr.Turner.
3.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Agenda item 10.2.2 15/01309/FUL Livery Stable at New Barn Farm – Cllr. Haylock Non-Pecuniary Interest, the applicant is known to Cllr.Haylock in a business capacity. Cllr.Haylock chose to withdraw from discussions on this item but remain within the meeting.
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS
Dist.Cllr.J O’Reilly-Cicconi arrived at this time
Dist.Cllr.J O’Reilly-Cicconi – Notification of the BDC Green Team scheme a voluntary training programme available for 16-24 year olds not in work, education or training. Details will be placed on the Parish Council website.
The Parish Council were reminded of the Public Survey Mapping scheme using Ordnance Survey data which may be of help. Dist.Cllr.J O’Reilly-Cicconi left the meeting at this time.

5.OFFICERS REPORTS & INFORMATION EXCHANGE 
Cllr.Johnson – Neighbourhood Watch – The usual seasonal safety warnings were issued including handbag thefts, postal and parcel scams and keeping presents and parcels out of sight to avoid theft. Transport – there has been a further problem with failed bus services, parishioners were reminded to contact the bus company to request an authorisation code to organise a free taxi – full details are on the Parish Council website and as mentioned in the 2nd edition of the Maplestead Magna Carta.

Cllr.Haylock – Planning – to be covered under agenda item 10.

Cllr.Newton – Nothing to report

Cllr.Elms – Highways – The drainage map for the parish is now complete and will be retained by the Parish Clerk. The 20mph limit in the vicinity of the school is still on schedule for completion by 31 March 2016 by ECC, it cannot be prioritised due to procedural matters. Potholes continue to be repaired by ECC. The new drainage ditch along Lucking Street appears to be working following the recent heavy rainfall, surface water has been running off successfully. The problem with surface water on Lucking Street in front of the village hall continues to be a problem and ECC have not responded positively to date. The spoil on Mill Lane has been assessed by ECC Highways who advise it is caused by rabbits and they will arrange appropriate clearance to improve access on this route. Task Force – The Autumn litter pick has been undertaken following the recent verge cut. There is some damage to the verge in Dynes Hall Road caused by an HGV, which the Task Force will repair.
Cllr.Maile – MiCommunity application for the Care in the Community project has been submitted to BDC and notification of whether the application will proceed to the next stage will be received mid December.

Cllr.Harris – Website – the site continues to be updated. Newsletter – the second edition received positive feedback and the next edition will be circulated week commencing 23rd November 2015. Footpaths – The footbridge in The Slype FP26 has been repaired by ECC, the bridge at the bottom of the sandbanks by the water meadows  FP 16,18 & 19 is awaiting replacement. Clearance of Footpath 1 will be undertaken by ECC. The holes on FP26 caused by the badger setts were assessed by ECC who advised the holes should be signed as a safety warning to footpath users. The ECC Footpath Service Level Agreement has been received but clarification sought on whether village Task Force/Volunteers may be employed to undertake work. FP15 Beside Chiffneys has been cleared of overgrowth but ECC are investigating further obstructions.

Cllr.Turner – Redundant Telegraph Poles – BT Openreach have been contacted and an action plan is awaited.  
6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC
What has the Parish Council done regarding the request from Hedingham United U16’s for use of the Village Playing Field for Training? Cllr.Turner advised that the original application had not been pursued.

The Parish Council were asked to consider installing safety fencing behind the goals on the Village Playing Field to protect property in the new development at Monks Ley. 
Concerns raised regarding the potential of Travellers on the Village Playing Field.

MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
7. PROGRESS UPDATE
The Clerk reported on actions from the meeting of 30th September 2015. 
8. BUSINESS ITEMS
8.1  Stansted Airport Performance Based Navigation Consultation – The Parish Council had received correspondence from Stop Stansted Expansion encouraging further response to this consultation. The Council felt the departure routes had been improved and agreed there would be no further response to this consultation at this time.
8.2 Braintree District Council Local Plan – Cllr.Turner proposed a letter to BDC Planning Policy regarding Local Plan procedures and the poor communication of the Interim Statement introduced in September 2014, seconded Cllr.Harris. Cllr.Turner to liaise with the Clerk.
9. FINANCIAL REPORT
9.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£42.23 
	
	Reserve account:
	£4589.19


9.2 Noting of sums received:-

	NWB Interest Paid Sep – Oct 2015
	.42p


9.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	Cheque – Christ Mortimer Grounds Maintenance (Autumn Verge Cut)
	588.00

	DD – E-on Quarterly Street Lighting
	16.05


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	None
	


9.4 Other Finance matters:-

	Annual Budget/Forecast Update pre-circulated. The Clerk reminded Councillors of the need to notify of proposed 2016/17 expenditure prior to 5th December to allow for budget and Precept planning.


10. PLANNING
10.1
Application Decisions


None

10.2
Applications Received
10.2.1 15/00914/FUL Highview (formerly known as Treeways, Church Street. Revised additional plans. Cllr.Newton proposed the Council reiterates the points raised in its response of 12th August 2015, to include further comment regarding drainage issues as raised by Cllr.Harris, seconded by Cllr.Harris.
10.2.2 15/01309/FUL Livery Stable at New Barn Farm, Alderford Street, Sible Hedingham. Cllr.Turner proposed the Council respond as per response to application 14/00423/FUL at the same location,seconded Cllr.Johnson.
11. CORRESPONDENCE – for notification
11.1
Emergency Plan Annual Update – The Clerk is completing the annual review and updating contacts.
11.2
Open Spaces Action Plan Annual Update – The Clerk will respond to BDC’s request for amendments to current plan.
11.3
E-mail from North East Essex Badger Group  - The Parish Council received an e-mail from Renee Hockley-Byam, Chairman, North East Essex Badger Group advising on the legal aspects regarding badger setts.

12. CONTENT FOR E-NEWSLETTER - BDC Green Team Youth Training Scheme; Planning; 20mph limit update; BDC Local Plan – Interim Statement; MiCommunity Application.
13. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA – Dog Waste, Budget Forecast 2016/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING –  16th December 2015
The meeting closed at 8.40pm
Signed………TRUE COPY………..   Dated 16th December 2015

