
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 15th October 2014 
PRESENT – Cllr.P.Haylock (Chairman). Cllr.P.Schwier.Cllr.I. Johnson. Cllr.J.Newton.Cllr.P.Maile Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk.Members of the Public – 5. 
1. APOLOGIES – Dist.Cllrs.Beavis & Scattergood. Cllrs.P.Knight & D.Turner.
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th August 2014 were proposed by Cllr.Schwier seconded by Cllr.Johnson, and signed by the Chairman. CARRIED
3.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – All Cllrs.declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest in relation to Agenda item 9.2 Monks Ley as the applicant is known to them. Cllr. Haylock also wished it to be noted that he had met the developer.
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – None
5.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
Storage Container – The Parish Council were asked to ensure that should the storage container be sited behind the recycling bins and alongside the fence at Monks Ley, that sufficient space is allowed for maintenance of the fence.
MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
6.PROGRESS UPDATE – 
6.1 The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. It was confirmed that the planning application for the storage container on the village playing field, should now be submitted to BDC. Action Cllr.Schwier/Clerk
7. BUSINESS ITEMS
7.1 Request for Grant – Letter received from Essex Air Ambulance requesting funds towards the air ambulance service. The application was declined due to restricted Council reserves and acknowledging that parishioners individually support chosen charities. CARRIED
7.2 Adoption of Grant Funding Policy – The Clerk pre-circulated a proposed policy and application form for adoption. Cllr.Schwier proposed the policy & application form were adopted, seconded Cllr.Haylock. CARRIED
7.3 Monks Ley Development –  Parish Council input required by BDC for proposed street name. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC  The applicant provided additional background information. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC. Cllr.Haylock proposed that the suggested name of Monks Ley Close was appropriate and agreeable to the Parish Council, seconded Cllr.Johnson. CARRIED Action Clerk to notify Sarah Cocks at BDC.
8. Financial Report
8.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£ 
	81.57
	Reserve account:
	£5272.03


8.2 Noting of sums received:-

	BACS – Braintree DC Precept 2014/15 (2nd instalment)
	£1669.00

	EALC – Refund of Clerk’s CiLCA training
	£296.25


8.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	SO – Mrs Ann Crisp Clerks salary
	£1095.64

	Cheque – PKF Littlejohn LLP (Annual Audit)
	    £120.00

	Cheque – Mrs A Crisp re-imbursement of AVG Internet Security Renewal
	£45.00

	DD – E-ON Electric Quarterly Street Lighting (1/7/14 – 30/9/14)
	£11.91

	Cheque – Solar Graphics Ltd – New sign for playing field
	£48.00


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	None
	


8.4 Other Finance matters:-

	Update 2014/15 Budget Forecast & Actuals. Note budget reforecast will need to allow for £120 Audit Fee. 

	Annual Audit 2013/14 - Approval and sign off received from PKF Littlejohn LLP


	Letter received from the Great Maplestead VDS Committee enclosing 2 cheques payable to the Parish Council of £200.00 in respect of money donated by the Parish Council & the remaining balance of £428.27 being money donated by the VDS Committee to the Parish Council to be ring-fenced, and in consultation with the Village Hall Committee for the specific provision of “old & current maps and photographs of the parish and the archiving of all photographs used in preparation of the VDS, within 2 years of the donation. The media content to be decided by a group of volunteers co-ordinated by Cllr.D.Turner”.


9. Planning
9.1 Application Decisions - None

9.2 Applications Received
14/01097/FUL Alderford Farm, Alderford Street, Sible Hedingham. (Notified to Gt. Maplestead as close to parish boundary). The introduction of a tree top dining area, an agricultural machinery store and a log store. Within Sible Hedingham parish but noted by Great Maplestead as close to parish boundary.
14/01215/MMA Monks Ley, Lucking Street. Application for a minor material amendment to approved application 12/00945/FUL (Demolition of existing dwelling, subsequent erection of replacement single storey dwelling, three no.additional dwellings and associated works, utilising existing vehicular access) Revised design on plot 2 & amended. Noted
14/01257/FUL Monks Ley, Lucking Street. Application for variation of condition no.5 of approved application 12/000945/FUL to reduce visibility splay to 2.4m by 43m to north west & 2.4m by 43m to south east. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC to allow for representations to be made for and against the application. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC. Cllr.Maile proposed that the plans, as approved, with a 70 metre splay line, should be adhered to, seconded Cllr.Johnson. CARRIED Action Clerk to respond to BDC.
10. Correspondence
10.1 Annual Lighting Maintenance – The Clerk advised that written confirmation had been received from A & J Lighting solutions stating that no repairs were required during this year’s visit and there will therefore be nothing further to pay.
11. Officers Reports
Cllr. Johnson – NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – a regular message of vigilance against oil thefts and scams.
Cllr.Maile – The new Community Working Party currently consists of 5 members and a first meeting will be held shortly.
Cllr.Newton – VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD - the hedge has been sprayed but there will be a need to reduce to encourage new growth in the Spring. Members of the Task Force will be approached to help with this work.
Cllr.Schwier – HIGHWAYS – Village triangles have now been kerbed to help with future protection. The new drainage outside the Old Rectory appears to be working effectively. Drains and gullies have been cleaned in recent days by BDC and it is noted that damaged drain covers have been marked for repair/replacement. All previously reported potholes have been repaired by ECC Highways. It was noted repair is required to a pothole outside The Old Forge in Lucking Street and to the road edge in Toldishall Road. A dangerous over-hanging branch in Dynes Hall Road has been reported to the landowner for their attention.

BROADBAND – The diocese have approved the installation of facilities at St Giles Church to enable the provision of County Broadband for those residents who wish to take advantage of this service. It is anticipated this should be in place early in 2015.
12. Items for next agenda – None
13. Date of next meeting -  10th December 2014 at 7.30pm.                        
Meeting Closed 8.45pm
Signed….......TRUE COPY..........................………....Dated 10th December 2014

