
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Annual Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 11th May 2016
Present Cllr.D.Turner.Cllr.J.Newton.Cllr.P.Haylock.Cllr.P.Maile.Cllr.M.Elms Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Members of the Public – 13. 
1. Election of Chairman - Cllr.M.Elms proposed Cllr.D.Turner, seconded Cllr.J.Newton. Vote in favour – Unanimous.
2. Election of Vice Chairman – Cllr.D.Turner proposed Cllr.M.Elms, seconded Cllr.P.Haylock. Vote in favour – Unanimous.

3. Apologies and Reasons for Absence – Cllr.S.Harris on holiday.Cllr.I.Johnson attending another meeting in Braintree. Cllr.P.Maile, working but will join meeting late.

4. Allocation of Officer Responsibilities – It was agreed to leave all responsibilities as existing.

5. Meeting Dates for 2016/17 – 22nd June, 17th August, 12th October, 23rd November 2016. 11th January, 22nd February, 29th March 2017.

6. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s)– The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th March 2016, E-OM of 5th April 2016 & E-OM of 25th April 2016 were accepted as a true and accurate account of proceedings and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr.Elms, seconded Cllr.Haylock.
7. Declarations of Interest – None.
8. County & District Matters
Dist.Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi invited questions from Councillors or members of the public. None raised. Dist.Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi left the meeting at this time.
9. Policies & Standing Orders

The Great Maplestead Parish Council Standing Orders & policies:- Financial Regulations, Complaints Procedure, Publications Policy & Grant Awarding Policy were adopted without change. Proposed Cllr.Turner, seconded Cllr.Elms. Vote in favour – Unanimous.
10. Officers Reports & Information Exchange 
Cllr.Elms - Highways – Cty.Cllr.D.Finch has recommended that the application to install drainage in Lucking Street, is supported by ECC Highways.Dog Waste Bin – BDC will not install a paving slab step by the recently installed bin, and recommend the PC do not install one themselves due to Public Liability risks. Deferred to next meeting agenda for further consideration.
11. Public Question Time 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC

Why is the Parish Council seeking to extend the village playing field car park for the purpose of St Giles school,when they have their own car park, as per agenda item 13.4? Cllrs.explained that the proposed increase to the car parking area is a separate unrelated issue as covered under agenda item 13.1.
Agenda item 13.9 – The Applicant read a statement on why they had chosen the proposed street name of Treeways. Cllr.Turner asked that the statement be forwarded in writing to the Clerk.

Why are school teachers still requesting parking permission at village playing field? Cllr.Turner advised this would be covered under agenda item 13.4

Why are bottle banks not emptied weekly? Cllr.Elms explained that BDC had assessed that general usage in the village merited a fortnightly collection, but we are able to request ad hoc collections at peak times, and this system has worked.
MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
12. Progress Update
The Clerk reported on actions from the meetings of 9th March 2015, 5th April & 25th April. 
13. Business Items
13.1 
Village Playing Field Car Park – It was agreed that the current size of the car park at the village playing field is insufficient to cater for regular village events, even allowing for use of the village hall car park. Cllrs.Elms & Newton, together with a number of Task Force volunteers will review the site and return to the next meeting with proposed size of increased area,work involved and details of associated costs. 
13.2
Request from Sudbury Dramatic Society for Use of the Village Playing Field Car Park on afternoon of 16th & 17th of July 2016 – Car park required to accommodate visitors to the society’s production to be hosted in the village. Cllr. Turner proposed agreement to request, seconded by Cllr.Newton. Vote in favour- Unanimous.
13.3
Request from the Social Committee for Use of the Village Playing Field for the Village Celebrations of the Queen’s 90th Birthday on 11th June 2016 – The village playing field will be used for games and to host an afternoon tea, weather allowing. Cllr.Haylock proposed agreement to request, seconded Cllr.Elms. Vote in favour – Unanimous.
13.4
Annual Request from St Giles CofE School for Use of the Village Playing Field, together with Extension of Parking Permission for Allocated Staff at the Village Playing Field Car Park – It was noted that the schools continued commitment to organise and cover costs of grass cutting and other hedgerow maintenance at the field, saves the parish approx. £1,500-£2k per annum. Cllr.Elms proposed agreement of the schools continued use of the village playing field, for a further year, in return for maintenance of the field, as per previous arrangements. Seconded Cllr.Newton. Vote in favour – Unanimous. Cllr. Haylock further proposed that permission is granted to allow 3 staff cars to park at the village playing field car park, to allow for 1xlong term medical requirement and 2xadditional staff members as needs require. Permits to be displayed at all times. Seconded Cllr.Elms. Vote in favour – Unanimous.

13.5
Bottle Banks – To consider possible relocation & increase in container size. Cllr.Elms advised that since the implementation of fly-tipping posters, there have been no incidents of bottles left beside bins. It was agreed the bottle banks will remain at the village playing field until a response has been received from the Village Hall Committee and details of the car park extension are clearer.
13.6
Removal of Proposed Storage Unit from the Parish Council Action Plan – Motion carried forward from 9th March 2016 meeting. Cllr.Turner proposed the motion as raised at 9th March 2016 meeting, seconded Cllr.Elms. Vote in favour-3, Abstention - 1.
13.7
Annual Street Cleansing Agreement – Contract and agreement with BDC to be approved and signed. Cllr.Newton proposed the contract and agreement were adopted and signed, seconded Cllr.Elms. Vote in favour-Unanimous.
13.8
Fly Tipping/Litter Picking – Cllr.Elms advised a special edition of the Maplestead Magna Carta will be delivered to each household focusing on the joint approach between the parish and Braintree DC. 

MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC 
If rubbish is regularly dumped at a specific site, would BDC consider installing cameras? Cllr.Elms advised he was not aware of any particular arrangement with BDC but would make enquiries if required.

MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
13.9
Proposed New Street Name for New Development at Highview (Treeways) – Cllr.Turner proposed that BDC consider a more appropriate name for the new street would be “Cracknell Close” in recognition of a suggestion made at the Annual Parish Assembly and as a significant, historic, family connection within the parish. Seconded Cllr.Elms. Vote in favour - Unanimous 

Cllr.P.Maile joined the meeting at this time.
14.
Financial Report
14.1 
Current bank balances:-

	    Current account:
	£ 
	80.67
	Reserve account:
	£2189.71 


14.2 
Noting of sums received:-

	    NWB Interest Paid Mar
	16p


14.3 
Ratification of payments made:-

DD – E-ON Street Lighting Qtly Jan – Mar 2016                                                   £15.88

         Cheque – Fields In Trust Annual Subscription 




       £50.00

         Cheque – EALC Training Cllr.Turner                                                                    £65.00 
      
Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	   Cheque – Essex County Council Legal Services (Advice given 2015)                                                    
	  £90.00                   

	   Cheque – EALC Affiliation Fees 
   DD – A&J Lighting Solutions, Annual Maintenance Visit

   Cheque – Trustees of Great Maplestead Village Hall, Hall Hire (Jan – May 16) 
	 £102.29

   £60.00

   £78.00




Cllr.Turner proposed payments made as detailed, seconded Cllr.Elms. Vote in favour- Unanimous                   
14.4   Other Finance matters:-

14.4.1 Annual Audit 2015/16 – Cllr.Elms proposed approval of the annual governance statement 
         confirming there is a sound system of internal control, including preparation of the accounting 
         statements. Seconded Cllr.Newton. Vote in favour – Unanimous.
14.4.2
 Annual Audit 2015/16 – Cllr.Haylock proposed the council certify that for the year ended 31 March 2016 the accounting statements in the annual return present fairly the financial position of Great Maplestead Parish Council and its properly present receipts and payments. Seconded Cllr.Turner. Vote in favour – Unanimous.
14.4.3
 Annual Insurance Renewal – The Clerk advised that alternative providers cannot compete with  the deal currently in place with Mavern Insurance. Cllr. Elms proposed that the Clerk may renew policy with Mavern Insurance company, subject to no significant changes in cover and no price increase of above 5%. Seconded Cllr.Newton. Vote in favour – Unanimous.
15.    Planning
15.1
Application Decisions

None
15.2
Applications Received


16/00618/ELD – The Treehouse, Hulls Mill Farm, Hulls Mill Lane. Application for lawful development certificate in respect of property known as The Treehouse, for use as a single dwelling for more than 4 years. Cllr.Turner proposed the council object to the application, referring BDC to the applicants withdrawal of a previous application in 2013. The current 4 year legislative period has not yet passed, and therefore the current application does not meet policy criteria.Seconded Cllr.Elms. Vote in favour – Unanimous.
16.
Correspondence – For notification
16.1
Parishioner Correspondence Regarding Possible Relocation and Increased Demand on Bottle Banks – comments on preference for current location, and suggestions for improving overflow situations.

17. 
CONTENT FOR E-NEWSLETTER –  Fly tipping edition.
18.
 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA – Dog Waste Bin, Church Street. Extension of Car Park at Village Playing 
Field
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 22nd June 2016
The meeting closed at 8.50pm
Signed……….TRUE COPY.…….……..   Dated 22nd June 2016

