
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Annual Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 20th May 2015 
PRESENT – Cllr.D.Turner (Vice Chairman). Cllr.I.Johnson.Cllr.P.Maile. Cllr.J.Newton. Cllr.M.Elms. Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Members of the Public – 8. 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN -  Cllr.Johnson proposed Cllr.Turner, seconded Cllr.Elms. No other candidates proposed. Cllr.Turner elected as Chairman.

CARRIED 
APOLOGIES – Cllr.P. Haylock.Cllr.S.Harris
2. ELECTION OF OFFICERS & OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES –
2.1Cllr.Turner proposed Cllr.Elms as Vice Chair, seconded Cllr.Newton. No other candidates proposed. Cllr.Elms elected as Vice Chairman. 


           CARRIED
2.2 Cllr.Elms proposed that Mr Peter Haylock may sign his Declaration of Office upon his return from holiday and prior to the next meeting of the Parish Council, seconded by Cllr.Newton. CARRIED

Councillors agreed their designated areas of responsibility, which will be reviewed in 3 months. See Appendix to minutes.
3. POLICIES AND STANDING ORDERS – 
The Council’s Standing Orders were reviewed and adopted, with agreement that a new standing order will be added to delegate power to the Clerk for approval of requests to use the Village Playing Field subject to pre-approved criteria, to be drawn up by the Clerk and approved at the next meeting. Action Clerk.
Policies reviewed and adopted – Financial Regulations, Complaints Procedure and Financial Grant Awarding Policy. The Publications Policy was adopted with the proviso this should be reviewed further as part of a website review by Cllr.Harris.  Action Cllr.Harris 
4.MEETING DATES FOR 2015/16 –  8th July, 12th August, 30th September, 11th November, 16th December 2015 & 20th January, 9th March 2016. 
5.MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th March 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr.Maile seconded by Cllr.Newton.

CARRIED
6.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None declared.
7.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – Dist.Cllr.John O’Reilly-Cicconi introduced himself to all present. 
8.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC No questions raised MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
9.PROGRESS UPDATE – 
9.1 The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. 

9.2 Smaller Authorities (Transparency Requirements) Regulations 2015 – The Clerk advised of new procedures to be adopted from 1st July 2015, most requirements were already in place but 2 new mandatory requirements the council must adopt are: “all items of expenditure above £100 to be published; & all draft minutes of council, committee or sub-committee meetings to be published no later than 1 month after a meeting has taken place. Action Clerk
10. BUSINESS ITEMS
10.1.1
Requests to use Village Playing Field –

Request from St Giles’ School & Friends of St Giles’ to use village playing field on 10th July 2015 for parking. Cllr.Turner proposed agreement to use subject to written advice regarding responsibility for insurance liability and risk assessment seconded by Cllr.Newton CARRIED
10.1.2
Request from Mr Bob Chaplin for use of village field for classic car show during Great Maplestead Flower 

Festival. Cllr.Newton confirmed the Village Hall and PCC insurance would cover public liability for said event. 

Cllr.Johnson propose agreement to use as requested seconded by Cllr.Newton.   CARRIED
10.1.3  Annual request from St Giles CofE School for continued use of the village playing field during the day with ongoing commitment from the school to organise and cover cost of field grass cutting. The letter also raised concerns regarding dogs mess on the field, broken glass by the bottle banks and difficulties experienced with builders using the car park on a daily basis. Cllr.Johnson proposed agreement to continued use of the field in line with annual arrangements, seconded by Cllr.Newton. The Clerk was asked to put a reminder regarding clearance of dog mess in the Parish News, item also carried forward to next meeting agenda. Cllr.Johnson committed to check bottle banks on a weekly basis. Cllr.Turner asked that the Clerk offer Councillor attendance at a future Governor meeting, and also complimented the school on their Walking Bus initiative. CARRIED  Action Clerk
10.2 Annual Street Cleansing Agreement – BDC will pay £732.42 to the parish towards street cleansing work during the forthcoming year.The Contract for 2015/16 was approved and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr.Turner, seconded by Cllr.Johnson. CARRIED. Action Clerk
10.3
Purchase of 2 Replacement Spring Rockers for Children’s Play Area – The Clerk confirmed that BDC had suggested S106 monies should be utilised to replace the 2 damaged Spring Rockers in the children’s play area as part of their approval for funds to be utilised for the new safety fencing. 3 quotes were obtained previously from Playdale £1497.00 + VAT, Wicksteed £2304.00 + VAT & HAGS/SMP £1405 + VAT. The Playdale equipment was in keeping with what was already in place, the total cost including delivery and installation for the 2 items is £1497.00 + VAT. Cllr.Turner proposed purchase of the Playdale rockers seconded by Cllr.Newton. CARRIED Cllr.Newton asked the Clerk to investigate whether S106 monies may be used to replace one of the poles used to prevent cars driving onto the field.  Action Clerk
10.4
Storage Container for Village Playing Field – Cllr.Turner advised that cladding and roofing materials needed to be sourced and appropriate funding allocated. Clerk to seek recommendations from BDC Planning. Item carried forward to next meeting.
10.5
ECC Statement of Community Involvement Update 2015 – Consultation – Notification of the consultation has been placed on the parish council website and noticeboards. The Council did not propose its own response.
11.     
Financial Report
11.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£9.31 
	
	Reserve account:
	£5696.83


11.2 Noting of sums received:-

	BACS - Braintree District Council (Precept 1st Payment £1781.00+Local Support Grant £1155.00+One of BDC Payment £61.00)
	£2997.00


11.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	DD – E-ON Plc (Quarterly Electric Jan-Mar 2015)
	11.66


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	Cheque – EALC & NALC Annual Subscription
	98.10

	Cheque – AON Insurance Annual Renewal
	259.61


11.4 Other Finance matters:-

	Annual Audit – To approve the Council’s end of year statement of accounts and annual return. The Clerk advised the final end of year reserves stood at £2720.66 although some funds were already ring-fenced for previous commitments. The internal audit had been completed and no questions raised. The Chairman approved and signed the annual return and annual governance statement on behalf of the Council.

	Annual Insurance Renewal – AON renewal within 3 year at same price as 2015.Now underwritten by Maven Underwriting (Maven), with some improvements to policy cover. The Clerk has requested a further 5% discount as the Council has now achieved Foundation status – revised quotation awaited. Council approved renewal at £259.61 or lower following further discount. 

	2015/16 Budget Forecast was pre-circulated for reference. 


12.
Planning
12.1
Application Decisions
12.1.1
15/00020/FUL Lucking Farm, Lucking Street. Description changed to better describe nature of application “to remove time restrictions for the collection of birds from the site.” Granted 20/3/2015

12.1.2
15/00149/FUL The Coach House, The Old Vicarage, Church Street. Proposed refurbishment and alterations.Granted 9/4/15

12.1.3
15/00140/FUL Barrington House, Dynes Hall Road. Erection of porch to the front of the property.Granted 25/3/15

12.1.4
15/00011/FUL Playing Field, Lucking St/Monks Lodge Road. Siting of container to be used as secure on site storage & servicing of parish council equipment for maintaining village field. Granted 10.4.15

12.2
Applications Received 


None

13.
Correspondence – For notification

None

14.
Items for the Next Agenda
· Terms of Use/Criteria for Use of Playing Field for approval

· Proposed Cladding and Roofing of Storage Container
· Use of S106 Monies for purchase of replacement pole and new drainage on Village Playing Field
· Review of Action Plan
· Consider initiatives to reduce instances of unwanted dogs mess in public spaces
15.
Date of next meeting:   8th July 2015 @ 7.30pm
Meeting Closed 8.45pm
Signed……TRUE COPY.………………………....Dated 8th July 2015

