
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Annual Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 21st May 2014 
PRESENT – Cllr.P.Haylock (Chairman). Cllr.I.Johnson.Cllr.P.Schwier. Cllr.J.Newton. Cllr.P.Maile. Cllr.P Knight. Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Members of the Public – 7. 
1. APOLOGIES – Cllr.D.Turner
2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN -  Cllr.Newton proposed Cllr.Haylock, seconded Cllr.Johnson. No other candidates proposed. CARRIED 
3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS & OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES – Cllr.Schwier proposed Cllr.Turner as Vice Chair, seconded Cllr.Knight. No other candidates proposed. CARRIED

All Councillors maintained existing areas of responsibility and Cllr.Maile will work together with Cllr.Knight on Task Force & Footpaths.
4. POLICIES AND STANDING ORDERS – Policies reviewed and adopted – Complaints and Financial Regulations. Personnel-Grievance Policy to be drawn up by the Personnel Committee who will then review Standing Order 19 for its proposed future adoption. The Council’s Standing Orders were reviewed with an update made to 1t Rules of Debate at Meetings.
5.MEETING DATES FOR 2014/15 –  16th July, 27th August, 15th October, 10th December 2014 & 21st January, 11th March 2015. 
6.MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th March 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr.Schwier seconded by Cllr.Johnson.

CARRIED
7.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Item 10.2 Broadband Update, Cllr.Newton – Non-Pecuniary Interest. Item 13.2 New Barn Farm, Cllr.Haylock – Non-Pecuniary Interest as he is a partner in another business with the property owner. Cllr.Haylock did not participate in discussions but remained in the meeting.
8.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – Nothing to report. 
9.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
A number of questions and comments were received in relation to agenda item 11.1. MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
10.PROGRESS UPDATE – 
10.1 The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. 

10.2 Broadband Update – Cllr Schwier advised that St Giles PCC were progressing discussions with County Broadband (CB) and that CB will be hosting an information meeting, for residents, in the village hall on 11th June at 7.30pm.  
10.3 ECC Highways 7.5t Weight Limit Restrictions in Castle Hedingham – The Clerk explained the recent proposals for new signage in Castle Hedingham and surrounding areas, which had been reviewed by Cllrs.Schwier&Haylock. The Council’s previous request to include a sign on the corner of Oak Road, Church Road in Little Maplestead has been excluded and the Clerk will be responding to the consultation to reiterate the need for a sign at that junction. Action Clerk
11. BUSINESS ITEMS
11.1 ECC CIF Grant– MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC Following parishioner feedback, Cllr.Schwier proposed that the proposed purchase of a storage container should be reviewed further by the Grant Funding Working Party. Seconded by Cllr.Johnson. CARRIED.
MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC Action Grant Funding Working Party


11.2 Dog Waste – Cllrs.Maile & Knight reported separate incidents of improper disposal of dog pooh bags.Cllr.Knight proposed he places a temporary sign on village playing field general rubbish bin, signposting dog owners to use correct bins. Seconded Cllr.Haylock. CARRIED. Clerk to place notice in Parish News reminding dog owners to dispose of pooh bags in the bins provided. Item carried forward to next meeting to consider possible purchase of additional bin(s). Action Clerk
11.3 Verge Cutting – The Clerk advised she had been in touch with both BDC & ECC to ascertain procedure and likely cost for verge cutting to be undertaken by ECC/BDC. Discussions to date had been lengthy and were no further forward. Budget has been made available by ECC, in line with previous arrangements, which enables for a private contractor to be employed. One quote obtained from MD Landscapes with a second due any day from Chris Mortimer. Cllr.Haylock proposed that provided the cost was within budget the Clerk may proceed with appointment of Chris Mortimer who has been recommended by Castle Hedingham PC and who currently cuts neighbouring parish verges. Seconded Cllr.Knight.    CARRIED Action Clerk
11.4 Footpaths – Cllr.Knight invited parishioner involvement in surveying footpaths for required repairs and/or strimming/pruning. He will include a walk of some footpaths within the next Task Force litter pick. Notices to be placed on noticeboards and in Parish News. Action Cllr.Knight/Clerk

11.5 Annual Street Cleansing Agreement – The annual agreement for 2014/15 was reviewed, approved and signed by the Chairman. Channel sweeping dates were confirmed as 18th August, 8th December  2014 and 8th April 2015.
11.6 Change to Street Name Plate at Purls Hill Lane – A request has been received from the Secretary of Molly’s Wood to alter the road sign at the junction with Dynes Hall Road to include direction to Hulls Mill. Carried forward to next meeting.

12. Financial Report
12.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£179.78
	Reserve account:
	£3994.36


12.2 Noting of sums received:-

	BACS - Braintree District Council (Precept 1st Payment £1669.00+Local Support Grant £1365.00)
	£3034.00


12.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	DD – E-ON Plc (Quarterly Electric Jan-Mar 2014)
	11.66


Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	Cheque – EALC & NALC Annual Subscription
	98.41

	Cheque – EALC Essex Equals 19 – Clerk CiLCA Course
	395.00


12.4 Other Finance matters:-

	Annual Audit – The Clerk provided an end of year summary and confirmation that the internal audit had taken place without comments raised. It was agreed that the Chairman may sign the Audit Report as confirmation of approval. CARRIED

	Annual Insurance Renewal – AON renewal of 3 year deal (Year2 of agreement). The Clerk confirmed prices retained at 2013 levels and recommended renewal with AON following the significant reduction negotiated in 2013 together with the good level of service provided. CARRIED

	2014/15 Budget Forecast – An up to date schedule of Budget vs Actuals was pre-circulated by the Clerk. No questions raised.


13. Planning
13.1 Application Decisions

14/00247/FUL & 14/00248/LBC Hulls Mill House Hulls Mill Lane. Proposed lengthening & heightening of existing listed brick wall. Granted
13.2 Applications Received 

14/00104/TPO St Giles Church, Church Street. Application to carry out works on trees affected by a TPO. Noted.
14/00605/FUL Kilowen Farm, Dynes Hall Rd. Erection of a conservatory. No Comments or Objections received or raised by Councillors. Clerk to arrange response to BDC Planning. Action Clerk
14/00423/FUL Livery Stable at New Barn Farm, Alderford Street. Part change of use within existing structure from stable to joinery workshop. No Comments or Objections received. Councillors raised concern regarding noise pollution, increase to traffic and disposal of commercial waste. Clerk to arrange response to BDC Planning listing concerns. Action Clerk
14. Correspondence
14.1 Recycling Centres for Household Waste – Notification received from ECC of current review.

14.2 Summer Activity Days – Invitation received to attend BDC information event, should there be demand for an event in village.

14.3 BDC Site Allocations and Development Management Plan – Update from BDC of further consultation on amendments agreed at April full BDC meeting.

14.4 Minutes from St Giles School Governors Meeting – Meeting note pre-circulated to Councillors. Cllr.Schwier confirmed he had attended on behalf of the council. He has since spoken with Cty.Cllr.Finch regarding the possible implementation of a 20mph restriction in the school area. Item carried forward to next meeting.

15. Officers Reports
Cllr.Johnson -  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – Parishioners to mark high worth items, including garden machinery with their post code, this reduces the value of goods to thieves and also allows police to trace them back to owner if they are recovered. He advised on a number of scams currently in operation and advise all to be cautious when asked to supply personal details. Neighbourhood watch signs to be erected once locations have been approved. Action Cllr.Johnson.
Cllr.Newton - VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD – Thanks extended to St Giles school for their continued maintenance of the field.

Cllr.Knight - TASK FORCE & FOOTPATHS – 3 replacement footpath signs had now been erected. He will take care of a small repair to the public bench by the telephone box. Action Cllr.Knight
Cllr.Maile – Nothing additional to report

Cllr.Schwier – Nothing additional to report
16. Items for next agenda - Purchase and location of storage container, Dog waste bins, Request to change street name plate at Purls Hill & car parking at St Giles school
17. Date of next meeting -  16th July 2014 at 7.30pm
Meeting Closed 9.29pm

Signed…… TRUE COPY………....Dated 16th July 2014

