
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 9th March 2016
Present Cllr.D.Turner(Chairman).Cllr.J.Newton.Cllr.I.Johnson.Cllr.P.Haylock.Cllr.S.Harris.Cllr.M.Elms Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Members of the Public – 9. 
1. Apologies -  Cllr.P.Maile 
Cllr.Haylock arrived at this time.
2. Minutes– The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th January 2016 were accepted as a true and accurate account of proceedings and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr.Elms, seconded Cllr.Newton.
3. Declarations of Interest – Cllr.Johnson-Disclosable Pecuniary Interest on Agenda item 8.4 BDC New Local Plan, as owner of land submitted for consideration within the plan.
4. County & District Matters
Essex County Council
Cty.Cllr.Finch committed to help if possible with issues regarding school parking, although could not promise positive results. Will speak to Highways Officers regarding the implementation of 20mph speed limit in school area, and enquire if North Essex Parking Partnership could localise parking enforcement to parish level.
Devolution – will keep parish updated on how any changes may affect residents and how they may become more involved.

Essex Libraries – There is currently no intention to close libraries or withdraw mobile libraries.

Cty.Cllr.Finch committed to visit parish with an Essex Highways Officer and meet with Cllr.Elms to ensure local understanding.

MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC

A number of concerns were raised regarding speeding cars through village and parking difficulties. Cty.Cllr.Finch reaffirmed help if possible but warned that any potential schemes or systems would be unlikely to happen quickly.

Q.Could school car park be extended? Cty.Cllr.Finch advised this enquiry would be best addressed to the school Governing Body.

MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC

Cty.Cllr.Finch left the meeting at this time. 

Braintree District Council
Dist.Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi advised he would represent parish views as per Agenda item 8.4, to the Local Plan Committee. Budgets continue to be stretched, the Council Tax rise is 3.1% this year to help alleviate pressures but is hoped that future funding may still allow for current level of services.

Devolution – concerns expressed regarding local government structure in the future. 
MEETING OPENED & CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC – No questions raised.
Dist.Cllr. J.O’Reilly-Cicconi left the meeting at this time.
5. Officers Reports & Information Exchange 
Cllr.Elms – Highways – The 20mph speed limit sanctioned by ECC 2 years ago has been withdrawn as apparently criteria for scheme was not met, something which should have been identified at original application. Task Force – An interim litter pick was held due to high volume of roadside rubbish. There have also been 3 call outs for fly tipping, mainly in Dynes Hall Road. Is investigating new ways of tackling issues, which will be brought to next meeting. Bin lorries have experienced difficulty accessing bottle banks. Bottles left stacked around the outside of bins is fly tipping and the appropriate penalties apply.  
Cllr.Harris – Website – Two new pages have been added under Community Services 1.Pensioners Action Group, a Braintree organisation, which runs coach trips and other activities.2. Local Cancer Support Group. Newsletter-The next issue will be circulated at the end of March, prior to the Parish Assembly. The Magna carta has been entered in the Essex Life Community Magazine Awards Scheme, which attracts a small cash prize. Footpaths – A broken stile beside the red brick wall at St Mary’s has been reported to ECC and a repair is under investigation. Work on the SLA agreement with ECC is ongoing.
Cllr.Haylock – All Planning matters covered under agenda item 10.
Cllr.Newton – Requested that use of the village playing field is monitored over the next few days, following the heavy rain, to allow the ground to dry out a little.
Cllr.Johnson – Neighbourhood Watch – Reports of thefts are down but handbag thefts, particularly from cars, remain an issue.
Cllr.Turner – Village Playing Field – All present were invited to view proposed potential plans for new and replacement play equipment. Plans will also be on show at the Parish Assembly to capture parishioner feedback. School Parking – The North Essex Parking Partnership had promised to send a parking enforcement officer but there are only 2 officers covering 350 schools, Great Maplestead is low priority due to it’s size. A meeting will be held on 21st March between representatives of the School Governing Body, School PTA, Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee. It is intended to explore possible new initiatives. Outcomes will be reported at the next meeting.
6. Public Question Time 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC

Q. Can the Parish Council investigate self-policing for speeding cars, as seen in operation in other local parishes? Cllr.Turner advised that cost is an issue for both the purchase of speed guns at approx.£1k and regular calibration at £500 per machine, twice a year. Other less expensive options will be investigated.
Q. Request to hold further public question time for agenda item 8.1 agreed by the Chairman.
MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
7. Progress Update
The Clerk reported on actions from the meeting of 20th January 2016. Dates for group training session for Councillors will be circulated.
8. Business Items
8.1
Proposed New Street Name for New Development at Highview (Treeways) – Agent advised proposed street name of “Treeways”.MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC Q.Would council consider a name in remembrance of significant former residents such as the Cracknells? Q.Concern that the new roadway at this site is referred to as a street, which suggests a much larger development than the current proposed plan? 
MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC


Cllr.Turner committed to clarify the meaning of “street” in this instance. Cllr. Newton proposed further consideration is given to a suitable name, and the item is carried forward to the May meeting seconded by Cllr.Harris. 
8.2
ECC Consultation - Proposal for Strategic Development (transportation) and Community Infrastructure Pre-application Advice and Developer Contribution Enquiry Charges – Cllr.Turner proposed that the Parish Council support the introduction of charges as detailed within the consultation, seconded Cllr.Johnson
8.3
Dog Waste Bin Church Street – Parishioner Correspondence received in response to consultation regarding location of bin. Parishioner views from previous and current correspondence were considered. Cllr.Newton proposed a paving slab is placed in the verge at the current location of the bin to allow ease of access, seconded Cllr.Johnson.
8.4
BDC New Local Plan 2033 Consultation on all Sites Submitted – Cllr.Johnson left the room at this time.Cllr.Turner proposed that a “strong message” was submitted covering all points raised previously i.e.views had not changed, the sites now submitted as “new” are resubmissions, planning development at Highview may not have been granted had the extension of the village envelope not been approved earlier in the Local Plan process. A copy of the letter should go to Dist.Cllr. J O’Reilly-Cicconi for parish views to be represented. Seconded Cllr.Elms. All in favour – unanimous. Cllr.Johnson returned to the meeting at this time.
8.5
Rural Planning Review by Dept. of Local Communities Call for Evidence – Parish Council input invited via questionnaire. Carried forward to E-OM, which will be scheduled to discuss new planning application 16/00347/FUL received 8th March 2016.
8.6 
Councillor Training – Approval sought for Cllr.Turner to attend Half Day Volunteer Playground Inspector Course run via EALC at a cost of £65.00. Proposed by Cllr.Johsnon, seconded Cllr.Harris.
8.7
Queens 90th Birthday Village Celebrations – Request from Great Maplestead Social Committee for release of Best Kept Village Prize of £150.00, towards cost of event. Cllr.Turner approved release of funds as requested, seconded Cllr.Harris.
8.8
Grant Funding Working Party – Proposals from meeting of 1st March 2016 –

a) Village Playing Field Project, including replacement & new play equipment, new adult trim

trail, storage unit and village information board

Plans for the village playing field equipment will be displayed at the Parish Assembly to capture feedback. As a new storage unit is currently being planned for the village hall, the need for the Village Playing Field unit has diminished and that the small amount of Parish Council equipment held is safer and more conveniently stored privately by various Councillors. A motion to remove the storage unit from the action plan will be tabled at the May meeting. 

b) Creation of new Community Information Leaflet to be delivered to each household 

Cllr.Turner proposed that the Parish Council covers the cost of 200 Community Information leaflets (approx.£60 inc.VAT), seconded Cllr.Haylock.

c) Community fundraising initiative for purchase of Defibrillator & associated training.
It was agreed this should be a joint community initiative and interest would be captured via the Maplestead Magna Carta in the first instance.

d) Explore further possible funding alternatives for creation of village hall as emergency hub. Agreed as an ongoing project.
8.9
Request from Maplestead Youth Club for use of Village Playing Field in Summer months – annual request received, with the usual commitment that the Youth Club will tidy and leave the field in good condition. Cllr. Newton proposed approval for use as requested, seconded Cllr.Harris.
9.
Financial Report
9.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£ 
	4.54
	Reserve account:
	£4289.55 


9.2 Noting of sums received:-

	NWB Interest Paid Jan - Feb
	33p


9.3 Ratification of payments made:- 
	None
	


      Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:- Proposed by Cllr.Turner, seconded by Cllr.Newton.
	Cheque – Mrs A Crisp (purchase of new PC laptop £269.99 + MS Office £77.56)
	   347.55

	Cheque – Whitehill Direct Limited (new village notice-board)                      
	   580.68



9.4 Other Finance matters:-

      Precept 2016/17 – Approved by BDC at £4081.00.
	BDC Localism Grant– An additional £42.00 due from 2015/16 District Council Tax surplus.


10. Planning
10.1
Application Decisions
15/01544/FUL & 15/01545/LBC – Hosdens Farm, Hosdens Lane. Installation of 16 no.photovoltaic solar panels on outbuilding. Permitted.

Application Withdrawn
15/01605/FUL – Long Fen, Church Street. Erection of a dwelling in the garden on south side of Long Fen (a new exemplar, off grid Passivhaus).
10.2
Applications Received


None
11.
Correspondence – For notification
11.1
Parishioner Correspondence Regarding Parking at Village Playing Field Car Park – difficulty experienced in accessing bottle banks at school drop off/pick up time. Response sent at time of correspondence advising situation being monitored.
12.
Content for E-newsletter 1st Aid Training & First Responders; Village Playing Field Plans; Litter picking & Fly Tipping; Parish Assembly 
13.
Items for the Next Agenda

Please note that no decisions can lawfully be made under this item, LGA 1972 section 12 10(2)(b) states that business must be specified; therefore the Council cannot lawfully raise matters for decision.
1. Fly tipping/litter

2. Remove storage container project from action plan
14.
Date of next meeting:
Parish Assembly 13th April at 7.30pm

Parish Council Annual Meeting 11th May 2016 at 7.30pm  
Signed……TRUE COPY…..   Dated 11th May 2016
Meeting closed at 9.35pm

