
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 11th March 2015 
PRESENT – Cllr.P.Haylock (Chairman). Cllr.P.Schwier.Cllr.I. Johnson. Cllr.J.Newton.Cllr.D.Turner .Cllr.P.Knight. Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Dist Cllt.H.Johnson.Cty.Clr. D.Finch.Members of the Public – 7. 
1. APOLOGIES – Cllr. P.Maile. District Cllr.J.Beavis
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 21st January 2015 & the Extra-Ordinary Meeting of 18th February 2015 were proposed as a true and accurate account of proceedings by Cllr.Schwier, seconded by Cllr.Newton, and signed by the Chairman. CARRIED
3.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr.Newton declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda item 9.2.1 Lucking Farm due to a business interest in G B Newton & Sons. Cllr. Haylock, declared an Other Pecuniary Interest in relation to Agenda item 9.2.1 as a neighbour and advised he would leave the meeting when this item was discussed. 
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – Dist. Cllr.H. Johnson reminded of the forthcoming local elections in May 2015. He notified the council of a district wide Water Course mapping project which should be notified shortly.
5.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
Would the Council consider the provision of a permanent village map to be erected and/or the publication of local footpath and information maps?– Cllr.Schwier advised this had been a suggested use of VDS residual monies. The project would be included on the Parish Council’s future Action Plan. Agenda Item 7.7 also refers.
MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
6.PROGRESS UPDATE – 
6.1 The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. 

7. BUSINESS ITEMS
Dist.Cllr. Finch arrived at this time. The Chairman invited Cllr.Finch to provide a County Update. Cllr.Finch referred to the devolution of powers, the Care Act and the merger of Social Care & Health by 2018. Reference was made to his recent visit to the village to review ongoing pothole and road drain issues, some of which had now been addressed. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC to allow for questions. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
7.1.BDC Open Space, Sports & Recreation Survey – Councillors agreed the Clerk should respond to the survey 

and Cllr.Turner requested that the response to Q6 should confirm there could be scope for the community to use the 

school playing field. CARRIED
7.2.Getting Around Essex, ECC Bus Strategy – It was agreed that the survey should be completed by individuals 
and as there had been no parish demand of Councillors, the Parish Council would not submit a response.
7.3.School Parking – Cllr Schwier proposed the Council should request attendance at occasional school Governor 
meetings to discuss parking. Item carried forward for future consideration as part of the Council’s Action Plan. 
CARRIED
7.4.Creation of Road Drainage Map for Village – Cllr.Schwier proposed the Council captures and records details of 
existing road drains for future assistance .Item to be included on the Council’s Action Plan for the 2015/16 Council 
Year CARRIED 
7.5Storage Container on Village Playing Field  – The current planning application was reviewed following 
parishioner representations. The Clerk confirmed that Councillors need not disclose a Members Interest on this item 
unless there was a personal involvement/implication associated to the application. She clarified that Councillors had 
been unable to speak and act on this matter at the February EOM as it was for consideration as a Planning 
consultation, as the applicant the Parish Council could not also act as a consultee. MEETING OPENED TO THE 
PUBLIC Representations were heard from parishioners and Dist.Cllr.H Johnson. MEETING CLOSED TO THE 
PUBLIC. Cllr.Schwier proposed that a quorate number of Councillors should meet on site to review the possibility of 
moving the container 3metres nearer to Monks Lodge Rd. In addition the recycling bins would need to be 
repositioned, the playing field entrance increased and the car parking space extended in the future. It was agreed that 
should this adjustment be possible an amendment would be advised to BDC Planning. No other amendments to the 
application would be considered without prior approval of a public Full Council meeting.Seconded Cllr.Haylock. 
CARRIED Action Cllrs. to meet on site 5pm Thursday 12th March and notify the Clerk of their findings in order that 
BDC Planning could be advised if appropriate.
7.6.RCCE Best Kept Village 2015 Entry– It was agreed the Parish should submit an entry. Action Clerk/Cllr.Knight 
by 10th April 2015 
7.7.Footpaths Working Party – Cllr.Schwier advised that details of parish footpaths were now available on the Parish 
Council website and could be printed for parishioner/visitor use.
8. Financial Report
8.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£55.61
	Reserve account:
	£3551.14


8.2 Noting of sums received:-

	NWB Interest Paid Jan – Feb 2015
	.27p


8.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	Cheque – Braintree District Council – Planning Application 
	£97.50

	DD – E-ON Quarterly Electric for street lighting (Oct – Dec2014)
	£11.91


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	Cheque – Trustees of Great Maplestead Village Hall (hall hire Jan-Mar 2015)
	39.00


9. Planning
9.1
Application Decisions
15/00001/FUL Land adjacent to 1 Toldis Hall Road. Erection of 1no.detached dwelling. Granted 25 2 15
9.2
Applications Received
Cllrs.Newton & Haylock left the room at this time. Cllr.Turner took over as Chair.
9.2.1
15/00020/FUL Lucking Farm, Lucking Street. Description changed to better describe nature of application “to 
remove time restrictions for the collection of birds from the site.” Cllr.Schwier proposed the Parish Council should 
support the application for the welfare of animals and noting there is no similar restriction on the existing poultrysheds. 
Seconded Cllr.Johnson Vote in Favour – Unanimous. CARRIED. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC for 
parishioner representations. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC. Cllrs.Newton & Haylock returned to the meeting.
9.2.2
15/00149/FUL The Coach House, The Old Vicarage, Church Street. Proposed refurbishment and alterations. 
The Council agreed its response of “No comments & no objections.”
9.2.3
15/00140/FUL Barrington House, Dynes Hall Road. Erection of porch to the front of the property. The Council 
agreed its response of “No comments & no objections.”
9.3
Planning Notices for Information Only

Planning Appeal APP/Z1510/W/15/3002665, Land Adjacent to Hulls Mill Farm, Hulls Mill Lane. Approval of proposed change of use of agricultural building to a dwellinghouse (Use Class 3) and for associated operational development. Application No: 14/00022/COUPA. 
10. Correspondence
10.1
RCCE – Are Your Ready for Neighbourhood Planning  - Event for interested parties to be held at RCCE offices, on Saturday 21st March 10am – 1pm.
11. Officers Reports
Cllr.Turner – VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD PLAYGROUND FENCING – BDC have confirmed S106 monies may be used to purchase the new safety fencing. In addition they have suggested further S106 monies are used to replace the 2 toy Springers which are beyond refurbishment. Purchase of Springers to be carried forward to May Agenda.
Cllr.Newton – VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD -  Repair to surface tiles beneath children’s swings still to be done. Drainage carried forward to May agenda
Cllr.Johnson  - NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – Advised that any ex-offenders undertaking door step selling should have a license signed by the local Chief of Police. At present Essex police have not signed off any. 
Cllr.Schwier– PARISH CLUSTER MEETING – Attended meeting on 24th February but did not find of value, it is unclear what the future strategy for the meetings will be. COUNTY BROADBAND – Still awaiting sign off from the Diocese.
Cllr.Knight – TASK FORCE – Will undertake a litter pick before Spring growth and in response to amount of litter in verges at present.
12. Items for next agenda – Purchase of New Toy Springers for Childrens Play Area  – Use of S106 monies. Drainage on Village Playing Field – Proposal for work
13. Date of next meeting -  Annual Meeting 20th May 2015 at 7.30pm.           
Meeting Closed 9.10pm
Signed…..........TRUE COPY…....Dated 20th May 2015
