
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 12th March 2014 
PRESENT – Cllr.P.Haylock (Chairman).Cllr.D.Turner Vice Chair. Cllr.I.Johnson.Cllr.P.Schwier. Cllr.J.Newton. Cllr.P.Maile. Cllr.P Knight. Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Members of the Public – 5. 
1. APOLOGIES – Dist.Cllrs. J.Beavis & W.Scattergood
2. MINUTES -  Cllr.Schwier proposed the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th January 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr.Turner. 




CARRIED.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Item 10.4 Trustees of Great Maplestead Village Hall, Cllr.Newton – Non-Pecuniary Interest. Item 7.5 Cllr.Schwier said he would declare at time item is discussed if appropriate.
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS - Report from County Cllr.Finch pre-circulated to Members for information. 
5.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
It was agreed that discussions regarding the site and size of the proposed storage container on the village playing field are included within the agenda of the Parish Assembly. MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
6. PROGRESS UPDATE - The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. 
7. BUSINESS ITEMS
7.1Grant Funding Working Party – It was agreed that the Grant Funding group would continue to operate as a
Working Party, without any delegated powers. The proposed priority projects were 1. Refurbishment of play area 
on village playing field &  2. Refurbishment of village playing field car park. Carried forward to the Parish Assembly 
Agenda to allow for greater community input. 




Parish Assembly Agenda.
7.2 ECC CIF Grant for Purchase of Storage Container to place on Village Playing Field –  
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC Clerk to investigate whether terms and conditions of the CIF grant and

Open Spaces money allow for the unit to be placed on private land. Cllr.Haylock proposed that a 40 foot unit be 
positioned behind the bottle banks on the village playing field.. Seconded by Cllr.Turner. 

CARRIED
Agreement in principal subject to approval by ECC CIF & BDC Open Spaces. MEETING CLOSED TO THE 
PUBLIC.  It was agreed that this should be raised as an agenda item at the Parish Assembly to allow for 
parishioner input, and be re-visited at the next Parish Council meeting. Clerk to action.
7.3 Parishioner e-mail Capture – The Clerk will invite parishioners, via the Parish Assembly and Parish News, to 
register their e-mail addresses for circulation of appropriate information and urgent notices. Clerk to action.
7.4 BT Openreach – Cllr.Schwier proposed a letter is sent to BT requesting removal of the out of use BT poles 
and for future cabling to be underground alongside other utility services. CARRIED 
Clerk to action 
7.5 BDC Site Allocations & Development Management Plan – Cllr.Turner proposed a response is sent to the 
consultation challenging that the plan is not “sound” as it does not meet the criteria of being “positively prepared” 
or “justified”. He presented detailed arguments to support his proposition. Seconded by Cllr.Newton. 
Vote in favour -  Unanimous




                    CARRIED
 Clerk to action
7.6 Verge Cutting – Notification received that Richard Warren is no longer available for verge cutting. Letter of 
thanks to be sent and alternative provider to be found.  



            Clerk to action
7.7 Trees Bordering Public Highway – Cllr.Schwier proposed letters are sent to landowners, coped to ECC 
Highways, where damaged and dying trees are bordering the highway posing a potential threat to public safety. 
Notice to also be placed in the Parish News.



CARRIED   
           Clerk to action
7.8 Street Lighting – Cllr.Schwier proposed the council explore the cost and procedure for reducing the hours of 
street lighting in the village. It was suggested lights are switched off between midnight and 5am. Cllr.Knight to 
speak to contact at A & J Lighting, Clerk to follow up. 
            CARRIED 
Action Cllr.Knight/Clerk.
7.9 Road Closure – No objections or comments were raised regarding St Giles school PTA approach to 
temporarily close Lucking Street on 1st April for an Easter Egg race.    Clerk to respond to ECC Highways
7.10 Best Kept Village Competition 2014 – It was agreed that an entry would be submitted on behalf of the

Parish. 






             CARRIED
Action Clerk/Cllr.Knight
7.11 ECC Highways 7.5t Weight Limit in Castle Hedingham – Councillors confirmed that, in line with previous 
agreements, a response is sent requesting that weight limit restriction signs are also placed at Does Corner and 
on the corner of Church Road, Little Maplestead.
7.12 Request for use of Village Playing Field – Annual request from St Giles School for continued recreational 
use of the Village Playing Field in return for which they will continue to arrange for grass cutting and pitch 
marking. Approved.
 Clerk to arrange response letter

CARRIED
8. FINANCIAL REPORT
8.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£129.13 
	
	Reserve account:
	£1405.69


8.2 Noting of sums received:- 
	None
	


8.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	Cheque – Hygiene Supplies Direct Ltd – purchase of litter picker tongs – MiCommunity grant
	£126.21


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	None
	


8.4 Other Finance matters:-

	The Clerk advised of the proposed repeal to s.150 LGA 1972 “all cheques and payments require 2 Councillor signatures”. Councillors confirmed they would prefer to retain the existing payment authorisation of 3 signatories.


9. PLANNING
9.1 Application Decisions

13/00699/FUL Kilowen, Dynes Hall Road. Demolition of building and erection of new dwelling. Discharge of conditions approved 21.1.14

13/1308/FUL The Treehouse, Hulls Mill Lane. Continuation of permission for siting of temporary mobile home for farm worker’s residential use. Application withdrawn 17.2.14

13/01351/FUL Godsalve, Church Street. Replacement porch entrance.Granted 16.1.14

14/00035/FUL Monks Lodge Cottage, Gestingthorpe Road. Erection of front porch.Granted 25.2.14

9.2 Applications Received – None

10. CORRESPONDENCE (For Notification) 
10.1 Braintree District Rural Business Reception 2nd April 6-9pm at The Essex Golf & Country Club, Earls 

Colne. Specialist advisers from BDC will be available for guidance.

10.2 BDC Plans to Re-Route Domestic Refuse Collections – Services to be re-routed following transfer to new 
 waste site at Cordons Farm, Cressing. Parishioners will see a change in collection days but will be notified in 
 advance.

10.3 Village Design Statement – Letter of congratulations to the VDS Committee from Lady Newton Cabinet 
 Member for Planning & Property

10.4 Letter from Trustees of Gt.Maplestead Village Hall – Agreement for Parish Council to place notice-board 
 inside village hall, as specified. All costs to be covered by Parish Council.

11.OFFICER REPORTS
Cllr.Schwier – HIGHWAYS – Speeding vehicles within the village continues to be an on-going problem. 
Cllr.Turner – VDS – Confirmed that BDC adopted the report on 21st January 2014. Printed copies will be deliverd to each household shortly together with a covering letter from the Chairman of the Parish Council. Letter of thanks to be sent to the Chairman of the VDS Committee. Clerk to action

Cllr.Knight – TRANSPORT – First consultation period on bus service review has now closed, await further detail to be published in June, will work in liaison with neighbouring parishes regarding any effects to village bus service. FOOTPATHS – Replacement finger posts ordered from Highways to replace existing damaged/missing signs. Remedial repair made to footbridge across stream at the water meadows. Requested ECC to provide materials for permanent repair and the village Task Force will undertake work.
Cllr.Johnson – NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – An update on recent criminal activity in local area was provided. Neighbourhood watch signs now obtained for free and will be placed by village signs. Various self help security kits obtained which will be made available for sale at the Parish Assembly.

Cllr.Newton – Nothing to report

Cllr.Maile – Nothing to report
12. Items for next agenda - Purchase and location of storage container.
13. Date of next meeting -  Annual Parish Assembly 16th April, Annual Meeting 21st May 2014
Meeting closed at 10.02pm
Signed…………TRUE COPY.……………....Dated 21st May 2014

