


GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 8th July 2015 

PRESENT – Cllr.D.Turner (Chairman) : Cllr.P.Haylock : Cllr.M.Elms : Cllr.P.Maile : Cllr.J.Newton : Cllr.I.Johnson : Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk : Dist Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi. Members of the Public – 7.
 
1. 	APOLOGIES – Cllr.S.Harris.

2. 	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 20th May 2015  were accepted as a true and accurate account of proceedings and signed by the Chairman. Proposed Cllr.Johnson. Seconded Cllr.Newton.

[bookmark: _GoBack]3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr.Newton declared a Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda item 7.5 as Chairman of Trustees of the Village Hall Committee; a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda item 9.2.2 St Giles Cottage Lucking Street as a neighbour to land owned by G B Newton & Sons; and declared a Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda item 9.2.3 Badgers, Lucking St as a near neighbour to land owned by GB Newton & Sons.

4.	COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – Dist.Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi drew attention the recent update newsletter from BDC regarding the Local Plan, which may be viewed on the BDC website. Cross Reference Agenda Item 10.1. 

5.	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
· Concern raised regarding the appearance of the newly installed safety fence at the Village Playing Field. Cllr.Turner explained that a powder coated, coloured fence attracted a maintenance cost of approx. £1500pa, the galvanised fence was considered to be the most robust and long term cost effective option. Future improvements may be made with the introduction of plants/flowers in front of the fence.
· Why had the Parish Council not been represented at the meeting on 26th June with Police & Crime Commissioner, Nick Alston? Cllr.Johnson advised that he had attended an earlier meeting in this recent series of local sessions.
	MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  

6.	PROGRESS UPDATE – 
6.1 	The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. 

7. 	BUSINESS ITEMS
	Cllr.P.Maile arrived at this time.
7.1.	Review of Action List (Plan) – Councillors reviewed and updated the plan with projects for 2015/16, ongoing commitments and future projects. The plan was accepted as amended. Proposed Cllr.Johnson. Seconded Cllr.Haylock. Action List to be updated and re-circulated to all, and published on website. 	Action Clerk
7.1.1.	Village Information Boards – Proposed new project from Grant Funding Working Party. Cllr.Newton proposed that Cllr.Harris continue investigations into project, and present a full proposition at the next meeting. Seconded Cllr.Haylock.	            Action Cllr.Harris
7.2.	Parishioner Communication – Cllr.Elms proposed approval of flyer requesting parishioner e-mail addresses for future circulation of Parish Council newsletter and urgent updates, as pre-circulated. Seconded Cllr.Johnson. Print and organise delivery. 	Action Clerk 
7.3.	ECC & Southend BC Joint Replacement Waste Local Plan Consultation – Consultation open 18th June – 20th July 2015. Council to respond, noting consultation but with no specific comment in relation to Great Maplestead. 	Action Clerk
7.4.	EALC AGM 24th September – No motions were proposed for the AGM.
7.5.	Essex Air Ambulance Request to Consider Local Site for Recycled Clothing Bank – Cllr.Newton advised that the Trustees of the Village Hall are concerned at the potential impact on future jumble sales, and resultant lost income for the Village Hall should a clothing bank be installed. It was agreed there were sufficient other sites in the local area. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC to capture opinion MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC. Cllr.Newton proposed proposition is declined. Seconded Cllr.Elms 	Action Clerk
7.6.	Terms of Reference for Use of Village Playing Field – Terms of use and application request forms had been pre-circulated for approval. Cllr.Turner proposed that the draft Terms of Use is forwarded to Essex Legal Services for appropriate legal approval, before proceeding further. Seconded Cllr.Newton. 	Action Clerk
7.7.	Request for Village Poll on Need for Storage Container on Village Playing Field – Cllr.Elms proposed that an Informal Village Poll is conducted to ascertain parishioner support before proceeding further. The item was debated at length. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC to capture opinion. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC. Seconded Cllr.Newton. Vote in favour 3; Vote Against 2; Abstentions 1. 	
	It was further agreed that a brief summary explaining the design, purpose and funding of the project would accompany the Poll Question of “The Parish Council propose to place a storage unit on the Village Playing Field for the storage of Village organisations and Parish Council equipment. Do you support this proposal? YES/NO answer”. Explanation to be written, pre-circulated to Councillors, and poll printed ready for delivery by week ending 17th July. 	Action Clerk
7.8	Use of S106 Monies for purchase of replacement pole and new drainage on Village Playing Field – Cllr.Johnson proposed that, if permitted, S106 monies should be utilised for replacement pole on play equipment and the new drainage required on the Village Playing Field. Seconded Cllr.Haylock.	Action Clerk
7.9	Consider initiatives to reduce instances of unwanted dogs mess in public spaces – It was agreed that the Clerk should contact BDC to enquire about re-siting of the dog waste bin at the bottom of the steps, opposite the village hall in Lucking Street, to the start of the footpath between Chiffneys & Village Hall Track. In addition the cost of an additional bin should be investigated. 	Action Clerk
7.10.	Proposed New Signage for Children’s Play Area, Prohibiting Dogs from Inside Play Area – Cllr.Turner proposed a new sign is fixed to the play area, safety fencing stating “Children’s Play Area, No Dogs Allowed” at a cost no higher than £50.00. Seconded Cllr.Elms. 	Action Cllr.Turner
7.11.	Braintree Association of Local Councils – Cllr.Johnson proposed that membership of BALC was declined as there had been little value previously. Seconded Cllr.Elms.		
7.12.	Parishioner Correspondence Regarding Safety Fencing at Village Playing Field – Dissatisfaction with appearance. Cllr.Turner will produce a written response, due to family relationship of parishioner to Clerk, in line with comments made under Agenda Item5. 			Action Cllr.Turner
7.13.	Village Design Statement Brochures – Cllr.Turner advised that brochures will be made available to new residents and Dist.Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi. 

8. 	FINANCIAL REPORT
8.1 	Current bank balances:-
	Current account:
	£37.96 
	
	Reserve account:
	£3429.50


8.2 	Noting of sums received:-
	BACS - Braintree District Council (S106 Monies for New Safety Fencing)
	£3579.00


8.3 	Ratification of payments made:-
	DD – A&J Light Solutions Annual Maintenance
	81.00

	Cheque – Steelway Fensecure (New Safety Fencing on Village Playing Field)
	4294.80


Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-
	Cheque – Chris Mortimer Grounds Maintenance – Spring Verge Cut
	588.00

	Cheque – Playsafety Limited – Annual ROSPA report
	85.20

	Cheque – RCCE Annual Subscription	
	48.00


8.4 	Other Finance matters:-
	Approval for change of signatories on Bank Mandate following change of Councillors, and errors at NatWest Bank.



9.	PLANNING
9.1	Application Decisions
	None
9.2	Applications Received
9.2.1	15/00600/LBC The Old Vicarage, Church Street. Removal of 2 internal walls in the attic (third floor)
9.2.2	15/00781/LBC St Giles Cottage, Lucking Street. Replacement windows, conservatory door & removal of corrugated sheet roof on rear lean to extension and provision of glazed roof & painting of external walls.
9.2.3	15/00783/FUL Badgers, Lucking Street. External insulation & render applied over the ground floor brickwork.
	Cllr.Haylock proposed that responses to all 3 applications should be “No objections raised, no comment”. Seconded Cllr.Turner. 	Action Clerk	

10.	CORRESPONDENCE– For notification
10.1.	BDC Local Plan Update – See also Agenda item 4.The Clerk read out the next stages of the process as published in the latest update.

11.	OFFICERS REPORTS & INFORMATION EXCHANGE – No business decisions may be made. 
	Cllr.Haylock – Enquired if the Clerk had publicised Councillor details and responsibilities on village noticeboards. The Clerk confirmed details were in place.
	Cllr.Elms – HIGHWAYS: Meeting held with Cllr.Finch to discuss potholes, 20mph limit around school and various drainage issues. Lucking Street drainage has been given priority as a long outstanding issue. The 20mph limit should be in place by March 2016.
	TASK FORCE: Litter pick undertaken following Spring verge cut, further pick to take place following Autumn cut and possibly a further 2 additional picks will take place per annum.
	Cllr.Maile – COMMUNITY WORKING PARTY: Three initiatives being investigated: 1. Village Hall as an emergency hub, which will tie in with a Village Hall project to obtain a gas oven. 2. Purchase of a village defibrillator and provision of First Aid training for nominated persons. 3. Community Support Mechanism, building on the voluntary informal community help already in place. Funding has been identified for all 3 propositions.
	Cllr.Newton – VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD: Work on roadside hedge now complete. ROSPA report received, all items listed as low risk but mention made to repair required for 2 Spring Rockers and surface tiles beneath swings.
	Cllr.Johnson – NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH & CRIME PREVENTION: Attended Braintree & Halstead Neighbourhood Watch & Crime Prevention meeting hosted by Essex Police Commissioner, Nick Alston, and the Essex Police Superintendent. House burglaries are on increase, particularly during hot weather but Great Maplestead is still a “safe” area. Distraction thefts in supermarkets are on the rise and people are advised to be alert to possible attempts. Cllr.Turner requested that important messages and crime prevention information is publicised on the parish council website.Action Cllr.Johnson to liaise with Cllr.Harris.
	Cllr.Turner – GRANT FUNDING WORKING PARTY: Reaffirmed the Working Party would continue to source available funds for future projects and ensure utilisation of S106 monies for Great Maplestead initiatives.

12. 	ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
· Re-site existing dog waste bin & purchase of additional unit
· Use of plants/flowers to decorate new safety fencing around play area on Village Playing Field.  

13. 	DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 12th August 2015 at 7.30pm.           

	Meeting Closed 10pm	




	Signed……TRUE COPY……….Dated 12th August 2015



