
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 16th July 2014 
PRESENT – Cllr.P.Haylock (Chairman). Cllr.P.Schwier. Cllr.P.Maile. Cllr.P. Knight.Cllr.D.Turner Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Members of the Public – 5. 
1. APOLOGIES – Cllr.I.Johnson, Cllr.J.Newton, Dist.Cllrs. Scattergood & Beavis. Village Agent – Peter Darlington.
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 21st May 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr.Schwier seconded by Cllr.Knight.CARRIED
3.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Item 7.3 St Giles School Cllr.Turner & Cllr.Knight – Non-Pecuniary Interest. 
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – The Clerk read out an update from Peter Darlington advising that Village Agents are now known as Community Agents and further funding has been received to ensure they are available for a further term. Action Clerk to ensure contact details are put on the Parish Council website and village notice-boards. 
5.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
The Chairman advised he would hold a further public question time for agenda item 7.3. MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
6.PROGRESS UPDATE – 
6.1 The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. Cllr.Haylock invited Councillors to consider appropriate sites for Neighbourhood Watch Signs. Cllr. Haylock to source replacement bench slat for damaged bench beside public telephone box. Councillors agreed said replacement may be purchased if total cost less than £25.00. 
7. BUSINESS ITEMS
7.1 Dog Waste – Proposal for additional dog waste bins. Carried forward from May 2014 Annual meeting. Cllrs.Knight & Schwier to distribute supply of free pooh bags throughout village. The need for additional bins will continue to be reviewed. Action Cllrs Knight/Schwier
7.2 Change to Street Name Plate at Purls Hill Lane – Carried forward from May 2014 Annual Meeting. Cllr.Haylock proposed request declined as deemed inappropriate. CARRIED 
7.3 Minutes from St Giles school Governors Meeting – MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC. Representation was received from John Kearney, School Governor St Giles CofE school. Cllr.Schwier advised that Highways are undertaking a survey of speed in Church St by the school. Cllr.Turner proposed a letter is sent to Essex CC Highways detailing issues and emphasising the need for extending parking restrictions in this area. Seconded Cllr.Schwier. CARRIED It was recommended that St Giles school also send a letter to Highways and that both letters are sent together. Cllr.Knight recommended that the school explore the opportunity of warning banners issued by Highways Agency, which are displayed on other nearby schools. Mr Kearney committed that the school would work with the Parish Council to address problems and thanked all for their feedback.MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC Mr Kearney left the meeting at this time.
7.4 Street Lighting – Cllr.Schwier advised that the current light fittings were nearing the end of their useful life. He has spoken with A&J Lighting Solutions who advise that an appropriate replacement could be lights which are shaded downwards, to avoid light pollution, produce a gentler white light and which are Essex County Council approved. In addition the replacements are already fitted with a timer should there be a desire to reduce lighting hours in the future. The cost to replace would be £300 per light. Cllr.Schwier proposed that the replacement cost is factored into future budgeting and ring-fenced in reserves. Seconded Cllr.Turner. CARRIED. It was further suggested that any appropriate Grant funding is explored. 
8. Financial Report
8.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£ 
	81.11
	Reserve account:
	£2977.14


8.2 Noting of sums received:-

	BACS - Braintree District Council (Annual Street Cleansing)
	£732.42


8.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	SO – Ann Crisp (Clerk’s Quarterly Salary 1Apr – 30Jun2014)
	£1095.64


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	Cheque – RCCE Annual Subscription
	£48.00

	Cheque – Playsafety Limited (Annual ROSPA inspection)
	£85.20


8.4 Other Finance matters:-

	Update provided on 2014/15 Budget Forecast & Actuals


9. Planning
9.1 Application Decisions

14/00104/TPO St Giles Church, Church Street. Application to carry out works on trees affected by a TPO. Granted.
14/00605/FUL Kilowen Farm, Dynes Hall Rd. Erection of a conservatory. Granted.
9.2 Applications Received 

CC/BTE/32/14 St Giles School, Church Street. Erection of single storey extension. Cllr. Schwier proposed consultation response “No comments, no objections received”. CARRIED. Action Clerk
10. Correspondence
None
11. Officers Reports
Cllr. Turner – Currently exploring various sources of information captured during recent attendance at RCCE AGM, to identify any potential benefits for parish. 
Cllr.Knight - TASK FORCE– Litter pick remains outstanding following temporary postponement of verge cutting due to equipment failure. Cutting now scheduled for 22nd July. BEST KEPT VILLAGE – Certificates and a cheque of £150.00 were presented to the Chairman for Great Maplestead as Runner Up in Village of the Year 2014 and 2nd Place in Best Kept Village 2014.Thanks were extended to the Clerk and all who helped with the nomination process. The Chairman thanked all parishioners for continuing to support the community activities within the village. 
Cllr.Schwier – BROADBAND – Advised the roll out of fibre optic for Sible Hedingham does not appear in any BT or BT Open Reach schedules. Recent County Broadband presentation evening was attended by 32 parishioners. Cllr.Schwier & Haylock are working with other parishioners to investigate potential benefits for village but are acting as individuals and not representatives of Parish Council. HIGHWAYS – Previous agreement by Local Highways Panel for village triangle kerbing has had to be returned to committee for approval as budget was agreed for one triangle not two. Unlikely this work will now take place until budget year 2015/16. Complaints received regarding dangerous parking on Toldishall Rd/Lucking St junction. Cllr.Schwier proposed letter is sent to ECC Highways, seconded Cllr.,Haylock. Action Clerk. Complaints continue to be received regarding parking in front of bottle banks. Complaints received regarding noise late in evening and use of foul language by visitors to village playing field. Cllr.Schwier proposed that outstanding action point to place signage on Village Playing Field is brought forward. Action. Cllr.Haylock/Clerk PLANNING – S106 monies currently available for parish total £11,154.00 by the year end this should stand at £16,044.00. Propose potential levelling of car park at Village Playing Field and replacement of damaged play equipment are agenda items next time, with a prior review by the Grant Funding Working Party. Action Clerk/Grant Funding Working Party. VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT – Cllr.Schwier questioned availability of latest minutes, publication of accounts and process for winding up of VDS Committee. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC – VDS Secretary advised all statutory meetings had been held, with one meeting outstanding to approve the accounts. There will be a review of the need for a public meeting to wind down the Committee. Cllr.Turner to update at next meeting. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
Cllr.Maile – Proposed a Community Working Party to review the parish interface with key services such as Age UK and Community Agents. Seconded Cllr.Haylock. Action Clerk provide contact details to Cllrs.Maile & Turner for Peter Darlington and all village organisation representatives. 
12. Items for next agenda – Levelling of car park at Village Playing Field, Replacement of damaged Play Equipment & Update on VDS Committee and Accounts
17. Date of next meeting -  27th August 2014 at 7.30pm
Meeting Closed 9.02pm
Signed…TRUE COPY………....Dated 27th August 2014

