
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 15th January 2014 
PRESENT – Cllr.P.Haylock (Chairman).Cllr.D.Turner Vice Chair. Cllr.I.Johnson.Cllr.P.Schwier. Cllr.J.Newton. Cllr.P.Maile. Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Dist. Cllr. W.Scattergood. Members of the Public – 5. 
1. APOLOGIES – Dist.Cllrs. J.Beavis & H.Johnson.
2. MINUTES -  Cllr.Schwier proposed the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th November 2013 and the Extra-Ordinary Meeting of 17th December 2013 were approved and signed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr.Turner. CARRIED.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None.
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS

Dist.Cllr.Scattergood advised that the next consultation stage of the LDF process had been delayed due to a number of amendments raised by members of BDC and a review of further studies and assessments. The next meeting of the LDF Sub Committee will be 26th February at 6pm. 
5.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC

It was agreed that a sign should be placed on the main village hall doors at any future meetings advising attendees to access the hall via the side fire exit, should the usual doors still be out of action. Clerk to action.
Three residents asked that their names are added to the Task Force volunteers list. Clerk to advise Cllr.Knight. Notices advertising the Task Force to be placed in the Parish News and on the council’s website. Clerk to action.
Cllr.Schwier advised that he was in regular contact with ECC Highways regarding the possible acquisition of speed cameras. The recent traffic monitoring survey had registered average speed on all 3 main roads through the village at 30mph. Cllr.Johnson advised of 2 recent minor accidents within the village. Cllr.Johnson to provide details to Cllr.Schwier to report to Highways.

MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
6. MATTERS ARISING

6.1 Village Playing Field – Parking & Access – Cllr.Schwier reported 2 resident complaints regarding blocked access to the bottle banks due to cars parked in front of bins. Proposed letter to Governors of St Giles school referring to both car park difficulties, parking and general road safety of drivers visiting the school, requesting school help in enforcing use of school car park. Seconded Cllr.Haylock. Vote in favour – Unanimous.Clerk to action.
6.2 ECC Community Initiative Fund – Grant Scantioned. Cllr.Haylock thanked Cllr.Schwier and Dist.Cllr.Scattergood for their help with application. Cllr.Johnson proposed acceptance of CIF Offer and Terms & conditions. Seconded Cllr.Schwier. Vote in favour-Unanimous.Clerk to action.
6.3 Meetings- Cllr.Schwier proposed the number of full council meetings is increased to 7 per annum and the start time is brought forward to 7.30pm. Seconded Cllr.Turner. Vote in favour-Unanimous. Clerk to e-mail proposed dates to all for agreement prior to publishing at May Annual Meeting.
7. FINANCIAL REPORT

7.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£96.59 
	
	Reserve account:
	£1605.69


7.2 Noting of sums received:-

	BACS – ECC Verge Cutting Autumn Cut 2013
	£899.64

	NWB – Quarterly Interest
	55p


7.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	Direct Debit – A & J Lighting Solutions (Nov, Dec & Jan payments @ £5.20)
	£15.60

	Standing Order – Ann Crisp – Clerk Salary Sep-Dec 2013
	£1095.64

	Direct Debit – E-ON UK Plc – Quarterly electricity for street lighting (Jan2014)
	£11.91

	Cheque – Information Commission – Data Protection License renewal
	£35.00

	Cheque – Richard Warren – Annual verge cutting Spring/Autumn 2013
	£2159.14


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	Payment to Trustees of Gt.Maplestead Village Hall – Hall Hire (April 2013 – Mar 2014 (including Parish Assembly), 8x £13)
	£104.00


7.4 Other Finance matters:-

	Budget & Precept setting 2014/15. Three Precept scenarios were considered by the Council and following a split decision a vote was taken on Option 2-Increase of £1 per household to £21.53 for property Band D level - Vote in favour 4. Option 3 Increase of £1.40 per household to £21.93 for property Band D - Vote in favour 2. Option 2 Carried, Clerk to notify BDC of annual Precept for 2014/15 at £3338.00.

	On-Line/Telephone banking – Clerk notified that having investigated the new option of on-line/telephone banking she recommended not proceeding with application as the bank mandate for the service allowed one authorised signatory to act alone on transfers and payments. Council agreed not to proceed.


8. PLANNING
8.1. Application Decisions
13/1302/FUL Rafters, Church Street. Proposed single dormer window to front and two to the rear roof, conversion of part of the garage to habitable room with increase in height and alterations to roof. Permitted.

8.2 Applications Received
Attendees were notified of application 14/00035/FUL Monks Lodge Cottage, Gestingthorpe Road. Erection of porch, but as a non-agenda item the Council were unable to discuss. Parishioners were invited to advise the Parish Council of any comments prior to the deadline.
8.3 Planning Enforcements – 13/00339/UBW3 Great Maplestead Village Hall, Lucking Street. Breach/Action – Disabled ramp installed onto highway. Cllr.Newton advised that the Village Hall Committee had not been contacted to date. 
9.Correspondence

9.1 BDC Consultation on proposed Local Heritage List Cllr.Schwier proposed the Council should support the project in principal, albeit Gt.Maplestead do not have any relevant buildings to be included. Seconded Cllr.Johnson. CARRIED Clerk to action.
9.2 SE Essex Organic Gardeners Petition – Safeguard Our Soils. Noted but agreed no action would be taken.
10. Officers and Committee Reports
Cllr.Johnson – NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – Reported local thefts from sheds, derelict buildings, oil tanks, farms and vehicles. 
Cllr.Turner – TASK FORCE noted the clearance of tree debris on playing field following recent high winds. GRANT FUNDING MEETINGS – Proposed the delegated Powers of the Committee should be reviewed and a wish list of funding projects to be drawn up for presentation at  March meeting. Clerk to action
Cllr.Newton – VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD- Still awaiting quote regarding drainage. Action Cllr.Newton to forward to Clerk upon receipt.
Cllr.Schwier – HIGHWAYS – As per pre-circulated report and drains cleared and silted up areas reported to Highways for action. Flooding opposite school due to blocked drainage pipe further down Church St,and pond at Purls Hill reported to Highways. National Grid – As per pre-circulated report. ECC Highways also chased again regarding kerbing of village triangles. Branches on footpath opposite village hall have been reported to Cllr.Knight who is due to contact property owner. Action Cllr.Knight.
12. Items for next agenda

 Grant Funding
13. Date of next meeting 12th March 2014
Meeting closed at 9.20pm
Signed……(TRUE COPY…………….……………....Dated 12th March 2014

