
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 21st January 2015 
PRESENT – Cllr.P.Haylock (Chairman). Cllr.P.Schwier.Cllr.I. Johnson. Cllr.J.Newton.Cllr.P.Maile (arrived late).Cllr.D.Turner .Cllr.P.Knight. Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Dist Cllt.H.Johnson.Members of the Public – 8. 
1. APOLOGIES – Cty.Cllr.D.Finch. District Cllr.W.Scattergood
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 10th December 2014 were proposed as a true and accurate account of proceedings by Cllr.Johnson, seconded by Cllr.Schwier, and signed by the Chairman. CARRIED
3.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr.Newton declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda item 9.1.2 Lucking Farm due to a business interest in G B Newton & Sons. Cllrs. Haylock, Schwier, Maile, Turner & Johnson declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest in relation to Agenda item 9.1.2 15/00020/FUL Lucking Farm as Cllr.Newton is known to all. Cllr.Knight disclosed a Non-Pecuniary Interest in agenda item 9.1.2 Lucking Farm as he has previously been employed by G B Newton & Sons. 
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – Dist. Cllr.H. Johnson reminded of the forthcoming local elections in May 2015. He advised there had been some recent thefts in Sible Hedingham. The Clerk read out key points from the recent update from Cty.Cllr.Finch including further reductions in ECC  funding, continued roll-out of Superfast Broadband and launch of Essex Energy Switch potentially saving residents money on energy bills .
5.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
What work is being done for Care in the Community ?– Cllr.Turner advised that Cllr.Maile is working on a number of initiatives aimed at providing a little more support within the community. Cllr.H.Johnson reminded parishioners this was not a Parish Council responsibility and that Village Agents are available for help.
Has the Parish Council considered the possible impact on the village playing field car park from visitors to the new development at Monks Ley – Cllr.Haylock advised the council were aware of potential risks, but there was no action to be taken at the present time. (see Item 11.Officer Reports also).
Problems experienced with ECC Highways pothole registration system – Cllr. Schwier will be speaking to Cty.Cllr.Finch to raise concerns.

Update requested on County Broadband – covered under Officer Reports.
MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
6.PROGRESS UPDATE – 
Cllr.Maile joined the meeting at this time

6.1 The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. 

6.1.1 Meeting Dates 2015/16 – Parish Assembly 15 April, Parish Council Meetings – 2015 - 20 May, 8 July, 12 August, 30 September, 11 November, 16 December, 2016 - 20 January, 9 March.
7. BUSINESS ITEMS
7.1.
OSAP Annual Review – The existing Open Spaces register was pre-circulated for Councillors to consider any amendments or additions. No updates were requested. No further action.
7.2
Parish Council Cluster Meeting – No agenda items were suggested. Cllr.Schwier offered to attend the meeting on behalf of the council.

7.3 
Publication of photos – It was agreed that there are currently no photos on the parish council website that would be captured by EALC guidelines. Action Clerk to complete return to EALC. 

7.4
Access to Village Playing Field from Monks Ley via the Boundary Fence – The Clerk pre-circulated a briefing paper following an initial conversation with Essex Legal Services regarding legal rights. Further information is required should the Parish Council wish to pursue any action with regard to the current access from Monks Ley. Cllr.Newton advised that the original access was in place to allow access into Monks Ley from the playing field to retrieve balls. Cllr.Newton proposed that the Chairman speak to Mr Cuddeford to ascertain who now owns the complete fence line, following the development of the site. CARRIED 
7.5
BDC Local Plan  – Cllr.Turner proposed the Parish Council adopt an agreed stance to provide clarity for parishioners, and to be communicated to BDC as part of the consultation due to open on 26 1 2015. He further proposed the stance should be “that the Parish Council supports the wishes of the majority of the village, as per the questionnaire included within the VDS parishioner survey of 2012, in opposing any change in the existing development boundary, which still has capacity for further development”. Seconded by Cllr.Haylock Vote in favour 4 with 3 Abstentions.Action Clerk to respond
7.6
Elections 2015 – Cllr.Turner proposed the Council decide how and when to promote the May Parish Council elections. It was agreed that the Clerk would create a flyer, to be circulated to Councillors for approval, with the intention of circulation early-mid March 2015. Action Clerk 
8. Financial Report
8.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£55.61
	Reserve account:
	£3550.35


8.2 Noting of sums received:-

	BACS – Essex County Council, Verge Cutting Autumn 2014
	£899.64


8.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	Cheque – Braintree District Council – Planning Application 
	£97.50

	DD – E-ON Quarterly Electric for street lighting (Oct – Dec2014)
	£11.91


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	None
	


8.4 Other Finance matters:-

	2015/16 Budget & Precept –Proposed budget options and Precept were pre-circulated for consideration. The Clerk advised 2015/16 would see extra pressure on Council finances following a 15% reduction in the Local Support Grant and the potential for upto £1000.00 in election costs in the May 2015 parish elections. Cllr.Turner proposed the Precept should be set at £3561.00 which equates to an increase of £1.50 per household to £23.03, seconded by Cllr.Schwier. Vote in favour unanimous. CARRIED. Action Clerk to complete return to BDC.


9. Planning
9.1.1
Application Decisions
· 14/01446/MMA Monks Ley, Monks Ley Close. Application for a minor material amendment to alter design and appearance of Plot 3 previously approved under 12/000945/FUL. Granted 12 1 15
9.1.2
Applications Received
· 15/0001/FUL Land Adjacent to 1 Toldis Hall Road. Application for erection of 1no.dwelling. It was agreed the council should respond on the following basis “An improved design is desirable, to be more fitting with the street scene, particularly in such a highly visible area. Concerns are also raised regarding additional pressure on the busy junction of Lucking Street/Toldis Hall Road and ask consideration is given to this area.

Cllr.Newton left the room at this time.
· 15/00020/FUL Lucking Farm, Lucking Street. Application for variation of condition no.7 of approved application 13/00344/FUL (amendment to the delivery time of materials) – Erection of poultry shed. It was agreed the council should respond on the following basis “No comments. No objections.” MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC to allow for comment. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
Dist. Cllr.H Johnson left the meeting at this time. Cllr.Newton returned to the room.
10. Correspondence
10.1
Future Funding of Rural Community Council’s – E-mail received seeking support for government petition. Councillors to respond individually in line with RCCE request.

10.2
BDC Re-routing of Waste  - Notification of changes to collection dates. It is believed that all households have now received individual notification of changes.
10.3
Council Foundation Status  - Confirmation letter received from EALC extending congratulations to the Parish Council on achieving the Foundation award, with particular comments on the good application and one of the best websites the judging panel had seen.
11. Officers Reports
Cllr.Schwier – COUNTY BROADBAND - Rev.Ellis has chased the Diocese as she is keen to ensure County Broadband have installed their transmitter prior to the church re-decoration work taking place. It is hoped everything will be in place by February.
VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD CAR PARK – Monks Ley Development Site Manager has been spoken to regarding vehicles parking in front of bottle banks, as well as the mud on the road from the site, at village playing field car park. 
HIGHWAYS –Pothole repairs ongoing and will be speaking to Cllr.Finch regarding outstanding repairs, in addition problems with ditch/drain on Purls Hill beside Simon Fordham’s field and the pond drainage on the corner of Purls Hill/Dynes Hall Rd. Complains received from parishioner regarding mud on the road by Monks Ley Development, Site Manager has promised to address. Dangerous branch in Dynes Hall Rd now removed.
BT TELEGRAPH POLES – Open Reach have removed 3 redundant poles and plan to remove others in Church St but this will necessitate road closure, work to take place later in the year.
Cllr.Maile – COMMUNITY WORKING PARTY -  Work continues to focus on “Maplestead Mates” and potential public liability issues. Further expertise sought regarding potential use of village hall as an emergency centre and the provision of generators and associated costs. Cllr.Newton volunteered help. Approval sought that the Working Party may explore possible grant funding opportunities. Council agreed enquiries may be made.
Cllr.Knight  - Nothing to report
Cllr.Turner – Confirmed the Steelway quote for playground fencing remains fixed until the council is ready to proceed.
Cllr.Newton – Nothing to report

Cllr. Johnson – NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – a regular message of vigilance against oil, out-building and seasonal thefts and scams. 
.

12. Items for next agenda – Footpaths Working Party  – To explore mapping of footpaths
13. Date of next meeting -  11th March 2015 at 7.30pm.                        
Meeting Closed 9.14pm
Signed…......................TRUE COPY...........………....Dated 11th March 2015

