
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 16th December 2015
PRESENT – Cllr.M.Elms (Acting Chairman). Cllr.J. Newton.Cllr.I.Johnson.Cllr.P.Haylock.Cllr.S.Harris Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Members of the Public – 4. 
1. APOLOGIES.Cllr P.Maile due to a private engagement: Cllr.D.Turner due to holiday
2. MINUTES – The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th November 2015 were accepted as a true and accurate account of proceedings and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr.Haylock, seconded Cllr.Johnson.
3.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None.
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS
4.1 Presentation from Essex Association of Local Councils – A certificate for the Parish Council’s participation in the pilot of the Local Council Award Scheme was presented by Joy Darby, CEO of the Essex Association of Local Councils. The Council were commended on their achievement of Foundation Level status.
Cty.Cllr.D.Finch advised there would be more reductions in Government budgets over the next 2/3 years. Parishioners were encouraged to look at ECC’s Energy Switch campaign to help reduce energy bills. Essex Schools are “doing well” with improving results reported. Devolution is a key aim for ECC. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC to allow for discussion. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC

Dist.Cllr.J O’Reilly-Cicconi – Notification that the Localism Fund has been reduced, and the Parish will receive due notification.
Cty.Cllr.D.Finch, Dist.Cllr.J O’Reilly-Cicconi & Mrs J Darby left the meeting at this time.
5.OFFICERS REPORTS & INFORMATION EXCHANGE 
Cllr.Newton – Has undertaken some maintenance and repairs to the children’s play area following feedback from a parishioner. Thanks extended to the developers at Monks Ley Close, with the help of Mr Chapman, in the repair made to the surface of the village playing field car park today.

Cllr.Johnson – Neighbourhood Watch – Distraction thefts and computer scams are on the increase, parishioners advised to excercise caution.. Transport –Parishioners were reminded to contact the bus company to request an authorisation code to organise a free taxi.
Cllr.Haylock – Planning – To note that Planning Application 15/000914/FUL Highview will be on the agenda at the BDC Planning Committee meeting of 22nd December, the planning Officer’s recommendation is available for vieing on the BDC website.

Cllr.Harris – Website – Neighbourhood watch updates and links are now on the website. Newsletter – continues to be well received, the next edition will be circulated week commencing 28th December 2015. Footpaths –The bridge at the bottom of the sandbanks by the water meadows  FP 16,18 & 19 has been repaired and not replaced as previously advised, this was an ECC decision. The ECC Footpath Service Level Agreement has been investigated and there will be 1 main cut on selected paths, undertaken by an ECC contractor. Following this there is an opportunity for smaller work to be undertaken by the Task Force with expenses covered by ECC. Agenda item for January meeting for sanction.

Cllr.Elms – Highways – Verge repair has been hampered by current wet conditions, work will take place once weather is more favourable. ECC Highways are in touch with the landowner regarding the pond at the top of Purls Hill as the pond must be de-silted.  Mill Lane will be closed by ECC to effect a scrape of the badger/rabbit spoil, no timescales have been given. It is likely a further channel will be dug towards the newly cleared ditch in Lucking Street to help with the additional drainage required due to recent wet weather. Cllr.Finch is investigating the Lucking Street drainage where ECC has responsibility.
6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC
Nothing raised
MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
7. PROGRESS UPDATE
The Clerk reported on actions from the meeting of 11th November 2015. 
8. BUSINESS ITEMS
8.1
Request from St Giles School for Extension of Parking Permission at Village Playing Field – An extension of another term was requested for Mrs Broyd, for health reasons. Cllr.Haylock proposed the permit is extended to the end of the Easter term, seconded Cllr.Harris. The request also extended to the use of additional car parking space for staff at the village playing field car park, on a temporary basis during the winter months, for safety reasons. Cllr.Newton proposed a further 3 permits for staff to use on a rotational basis. In addition up to 5 staff cars would be permitted to park at the village playing field car park after 3.15pm each day. Granted until the end of the Easter term. Seconded Cllr.Haylock.
8.2
Changes to Council Audit Process from 2017/18 – The Clerk explained the new Audit Process and options available to the Council. Cllr. Haylock proposed that the Parish Council adopt the new scheme with audit carried out by a new Sector Led Body, seconded Cllr. Johnson. 
8.3
Replacement Notice-board at Dynes Hall Road – Unable to cover from S106 monies as not on land registered as Open Space. Cllr.Johnson proposed Parish Council expenditure for the purchase of the board at £500, seconded Cllr.Newton.

9. FINANCIAL REPORT
9.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	 
	£42.23
	Reserve account:
	£4529.39


9.2 Noting of sums received:-

	NWB Interest Paid Nov 2015
	20p


9.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	None
	


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	Cheque- Trustees of Great Maplestead Village Hall (Hall Hire Apr 15-Dec 15,

 6 x Parish Council Meetings + 1 x Parish Assembly @ £13 per hire)
	91.00

	Cheque – Data Protection License Annual Fee
	35.00


9.4 Other Finance matters:-

	None


10. PLANNING
10.1
Application Decisions


None

10.2
Applications Received

None
11. CORRESPONDENCE – for notification
      None
12. CONTENT FOR E-NEWSLETTER – Neighbourhood Watch Advice, Essex CC Energy Switch Campaign, Reduction in  

      BDC Localism Grant, EALC presentation of Certificate for Pilot of Local Award Scheme, 
13. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA – Dog Waste & Pooh Bins, Essex CC Footpaths SLA, Precept/Budget 2016/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING –  20th January 2016
The meeting closed at 8.32pm
Signed……………TRUE COPY…..………..   Dated 

