
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 10th December 2014 
PRESENT – Cllr.P.Haylock (Chairman). Cllr.P.Schwier.Cllr.I. Johnson. Cllr.J.Newton.Cllr.P.Maile.Cllr.D.Turner .Cllr.P.Knight. Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Members of the Public – 6. 
1. APOLOGIES – Cty.Cllr.D.Finch.
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 15th October 2014 and the Extra-Ordinary Meeting of 13th November 2014 were proposed as a true and accurate account of proceedings by Cllr.Johnson, seconded by Cllr.Newton, and signed by the Chairman. CARRIED
3.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – All Cllrs.declared a Non-Pecuniary Interest in relation to Agenda item 7.2 the Village Playing Field as the field is owned by the Parish Council on behalf of the village. 
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – None
5.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
Highways hazard on Toldishall Rd opposite Hens Tooth – Sitting water on the road surface is a potential ice hazard as temperatures hit freezing. Cllr.Schwier advised this had been reported to ECC Highways but encourages parishioners  to also report via the Highways website as the more reports received the higher the priority to resolve.
2015 Parish Council Elections – It was confirmed that the Parish Council would be drawing up a flyer for distribution to all households advising of the elections and promoting the role of a parish councillor.
MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
6.PROGRESS UPDATE – 
6.1 The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. 
7. BUSINESS ITEMS
7.1.1 & 7.1.2 ECC Highways Proposed Schemes for 2015/16 – Cllr.Schwier proposed that an application should be put forward for drainage work to reduce surface water in Lucking St. It was acknowledged previous ECC commitments to this project had been unsuccessful. Seconded Cllr.Haylock. CARRIED.Action Clerk to submit application to LHP. MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC to capture parishioner input. MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC. Difficulties with parking at Foxes Croft were also considered and it was agreed that this should be brought to the attention of Greenfields Housing. 
7.2 Fence around Children’s Play Area on Village Playing Field – Cllr.Turner circulated a briefing note regarding the three quotations he had received from BDC recommended suppliers Wickstead Playgrounds £8931, SP & A Design & Build £7249 and Steelway Fensecure £3579. Cllr.Turner proposed the Council should proceed with the Steelway quotation based on both price and the quality of service and advice received. Seconded Cllr.Haylock. CARRIED. Action Clerk to apply for S106 monies to support project before proceeding further.
7.3 2015/16 Provisional Parish Council Meeting Dates & 7.5 Planning Committee –  Cllr.Schwier proposed that the Planning Committee is disbanded from May 2015 and an additional full Parish Council meeting date is introduced to make 8 meetings in total per council year, with the intention to capture planning issues for discussion at full council meetings and provide greater transparency for parishioners. Seconded Cllr.Knight. CARRIED
7.4 Revised Standing Orders for Adoption – Amendment of Standing Order 3l Reporting and Recording of Meetings to comply with Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014. Proposed by Cllr.Schwier seconded by Cllr.Haylock. CARRIED

7.5 See item 7.3 above
8. Financial Report
8.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£36.66
	Reserve account:
	£4001.05


8.2 Noting of sums received:-

	VDS Money repaid in October 2014 (see meeting minutes 15th October2014)
	£200.00

	VDS Money outstanding balance – ring-fenced for future specific parish project

(see meeting minutes 15th October 2014)
	£428.27


8.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	Cheque – Chris Mortimer Grounds Maintenance (Autumn Verge Cut)
	£570.00


Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	Cheque – Information Commission Annual Data Protection License
	£35.00

	Cheque – Trustees of Great Maplestead Village Hall (Hall Hire Mar – Dec 14, 6 x Parish Council Meetings + 1 x Annual Parish Assembly @ £13.00 per hire)
	£91.00


8.4 Other Finance matters:-

	2015/16 Budget Preparations –  For consideration 15% Reduction in Local Support Grant, 2015 Elections  

	Budget & Forecast Update


9. Planning
9.1.1 Application Decisions - 14/01257/FUL Monks Ley, Lucking Street. Application for variation of condition no.5 of approved application 12/000945/FUL to reduce visibility splay to 2.4m by 43m to north west & 2.4m by 43m to south east. Refused

9.1.2 Applications Received – 14/01446/MMA Monks Ley, Monks Ley Close. Application for a minor material amendment to alter design and appearance of Plot 3 previously approved under 12/000945/FUL. No objections or comments received. ACTION Clerk to respond to consultation
10. Correspondence
10.1 Publication of photos – The Clerk advised of recent EALC guidance regarding the publication of photos from parish events and activities. Noted for future consideration.
10.2 Parish Council Cluster Meeting – Next meeting Tuesday 24th February 7.30pm Twinstead Hall. Agenda awaited.
11. Officers Reports
Cllr.Maile – COMMUNITY WORKING PARTY -  exploring the possibility of using the village hall as an “Emergency Centre” in case of need. A new informal group “Maplestead Mates” is being investigated with the aim of capturing details of those who may be available to help others. A useful information leaflet will be created for the benefit of all. Cllr.Haylock to provide copy of historic information leaflet for reference.

Cllr.Schwier – VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD CAR PARK – Noted bottle banks regularly blocked by vehicles belonging to builders working at Monks Ley Close. Requested parishioners to advise of any concerns/difficulties.

HIGHWAYS – Essex Highways Panel have approved and allocated budget for 2015/16 for implementation of 20mph speed limit around St Giles School. Cllr.Schwier has recently cleared a number of gullies and drains and noted problems with ditch/drain on Purls Hill beside Simon Fordhams’ field. ECC have visited site to assess.
COUNCIL STANDARDS SCHEME – Confirmation received from EALC that Great Maplestead has been awarded Foundation Level status, following successful completion of assessment. Thanks extended to Joy Darby and all at EALC who helped. The award has a 4 year validity.
Cllr.Knight  - TASK FORCE - Thanks extended for the Autumn litter pick. Less litter gathered than in previous picks. 

FOOTPATHS – ECC Rick Hamlin has been advised of repair required to 2 broken gates, 2 bridges and 1 broken style. Particular concern was expressed regarding the broken gate at the end of the footpath beside the paddock and village hall track. It was agreed the gate should be moved to one side for safety purposes and the Latham’s advised as a courtesy. Action Cllr.Schwier to notify Mr & Mrs Latham, Cllr.Knight to remove broken gate.
Cllr. Johnson – NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – a regular message of vigilance against oil, out-building and seasonal thefts and scams. A small supply of door chains & bars as well as Message in a Bottle medical records are available for parishioners.
Cllr.Newton – Nothing to report.

Cllr.Turner – Nothing to report.
12. Items for next agenda – Village Playing Field – Access from Monks Ley Close via boundary fence.
13. Date of next meeting -  21st January 2015 at 7.30pm.                        
Meeting Closed 8.55pm
Signed….......TRUE COPY……...Dated 21st January 2015

