


GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 12th August 2015 

PRESENT – Cllr.M.Elms (Acting Chairman): Cllr.P.Maile : Cllr.J.Newton : Cllr.I.Johnson : Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk : Cty.Cllr.D.Finch:Dist Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi: Members of the Public 8.
 
1. 	APOLOGIES – Cllr.D.Turner. Cllr.P.Haylock

2. 	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 8th July 2015  were accepted as a true and accurate account of proceedings and signed by the Chairman. Proposed Cllr.Harris. Seconded Cllr.Johnson.

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr.Newton declared a Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda item 10.2.1 Land Adjacent to 1 Toldis Hall Road as a neighbour to land owned by G B Newton & Sons. Cllr.Newton elected not to participate within consultation but remain in the room.

4.	COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – Cty.Cllr.Finch warned of likely reductions in future funding following this year’s Autumn statement from the Chancellor on 25th November. Essex County Council anticipate budget pressure in 2016 of between a £50-60m. It may not be possible to retain the 0% increase in Council Tax. Dist.Cllr.J.O’Reilly-Cicconi advised that Braintree District Council anticipate a £2.5m shortfall in funding over the next 2 years.
	Cllrs.Finch & O’Reilly-Cicconi left the meeting at this time. 

5.	OFFICERS REPORTS & INFORMATION EXCHANGE
	Cllr.Maile – Community Working Party – continue to focus on Emergency Hub project. Agenda item 8.7 refers.
	Cllr.Harris – Communications – has updated much of the parish council website making it more user friendly. Introduction of the Maplestead Magna Carta has seen 104 parishioners register for receipt of the newsletter.
	Footpaths – Paths surveyed again to assess conditions for use. With the help of the Task Force a number of paths have been cleared. The recent harvest has also helped improve clearance. One footpath (From Dynes Hall Rd to Purls Hill) has been reported to ECC requesting clearance but ECC have advised the path is not considered necessary for immediate repair. Cllr.Harris has challenged further.
	Cllr.Johnson – Neighbourhood Watch – Notification of the usual opportunist thefts. Warning to elderly residents to beware of telephone and e-mail scams. Dog owners to be aware of recent spate of dog thefts.
	Cllr.Newton – Nothing to report
	Cllr.Elms – Highways – Sign at Dynes Hall Rd re-sited at Bennetts Farm and replacement sign for Purls Hill managed and supplied by Braintree District Council. Pot hole outside Chelmshoe Farm has been repaired by Essex CC but still more to do. Drainage at Lucking Farm and in Lucking Street remains an issue but some ditch clearance work will take place near to the farm. Essex CC still reviewing further improvements. Drain survey underway.
	Finance Review – An overview of the financial records and controls for the Parish Council accounts has taken place and satisfied appropriate procedures in place. Will undertake a monthly sign off of bank balances and statements. Will review Parish Council insurance and procedures for contract tender.

6.	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
· Concern raised regarding proposed location of a new dog waste bin near to the water meadows in Church Street. Impact on nearby properties and safety for waste lorries and personnel due to narrow road and poor visibility on the bend at long Fen.Refer Agenda Item 8.5 
	MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  

7.	PROGRESS UPDATE – 
7.1 	The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. 



8. 	BUSINESS ITEMS
8.1	Village Information Boards – Cllr.Harris proposed the purchase of 2 Village Information Boards to display a footpath map and information of interest. The boards will be weather protected and a permanent feature within the village. Quotes had ranged from just under £2k-3k. Cllr.Harris felt the lower quote provided the best product. Item referred to Grant Funding Working Party to source appropriate funding, decide on appropriate location of boards and investigate whether planning permission will be required.
8.2	Terms of Reference for Use of Village Playing Field –Essex Legal Services have approved the structure of the draft TOR and the parish Council now needed to agree the specific of which activities would/wouldn’t be allowed. Clerk to re-circulate document with amendments proposed by Cllr.Harris for consideration prior to approval at next meeting.
8.3	Storage Facility on Village Playing Field – Total number of household polled 146, response rate 29%. Agreement in principal to the proposal for the storage facility for Village Community Organisations 63%. Not in agreement 35%. Spoilt responses 2%. BDC have confirmed S106 monies may potentially be used towards the project but only if the storage facility is included within the Parish Council Open Spaces Action Plan (OSAP), which it currently is not. Project referred back to Grant Funding Working Party to review proposition and next steps in full.
8.4 Use of S106 Monies for Replacement, New Equipment and Village Playing Field Drainage – BDC have confirmed that only items listed in OSAP may be covered by S106 money, the replacement balance beam for the children’s activity trail is covered, drainage on the village playing field is not. OSAP is reviewed annually so there will be opportunity to update items listed. Cllr.Newton proposed inclusion of village playing field drainage at the next review. Seconded Cllr.Maile.
8.5	Dog Waste Bins
8.5.1	Resite Dog Waste Bin from Bottom of Steps Opposite Village Hall to Beginning of Footpath between Chiffneys and Village Hall Track.  – BDC have advised bin may be relocated but they recommend against relocation as this often increases problems with disposal of dog waste. Cllr.Newton proposed the bin remains in it’s present location. Seconded Cllr.Maile.
8.5.2   Purchase New Dog Waste Bin for Location Near to Water Meadows at Bottom of Church Street – BDC will provide and install an additional bin free of charge. The dog warden will undertake a site survey including capturing opinion from any neighbouring properties. Cllr.Newton proposed bin is placed at the beginning of Footpath 8 on Church Street – opposite farm track between Ivy Cottage and Foxes Croft. Seconded Cllr.Harris. It was further proposed by Cllr.Newton that a second bin would be purchased and located at the beginning of the footpath running from Dynes Hall Road to Purls Hill. Seconded Cllr.Maile.
8.6	Parishioner Correspondence regarding dogs on the Village Playing Field – Concern expressed regarding health risks associated with dog fæces on the playing field. Essex Legal Services endorsed action already taken by the Parish Council in ensuring children’s play area is fenced off and dogs prohibited from the area, together with the provision of a dog waste bin on the Village Playing Field. The risk of toxocariasis is low and can also be contracted from fox and feline faeces. The council agreed that the situation would continue to be monitored. Clerk to respond accordingly.
8.7	Care in the Community Project – Proposal for an application for Mi-Community funding to enable the creation of an Emergency Hub at the Village Hall. The funding will be required to enable the purchase of a generator, defibrillator, parishioner communication and possibly (subject to Village Hall Committee approval) a gas cooker together with calor gas bottles and casing at the Village Hall. Proposed Cllr.Maile. Seconded Cllr.Newton.
8.8	Local Plan Update & Invite for Brownfield Development Sites – To consider whether there are potential sites within Great Maplestead. No sites proposed – no return.
8.9     Plans for Use of Plants/Flowers to Decorate Safety Fencing at Children’s Play Area on
          Village Playing Field – Cllr.Johnson to explore possibilities via the Flower Show Committee and
           invite the involvement of St Giles School.	





9. 	FINANCIAL REPORT
9.1 Current bank balances:-
	Current account:
	£ 
	374.49
	Reserve account:
	£3908.55


9.2 Noting of sums received:-
	NWB Interest Paid Apr – Jul 2015
	.80p

	BACS – BDC Annual Street Cleansing 
	732.42


9.3 Ratification of payments made:-
	DD – E-ON Quarterly electricity for street lighting
	14.52

	DD – A & J Lighting Solutions Annual Maintenance Contract
	72.00


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-
	Cheque – BDC – Election expenses for May 2015 Parish elections
	550.31


9.4 Other Finance matters:-
	Budget Actuals & Forecast Update



10.     PLANNING
10.1	Application Decisions
	None
10.2	Applications Received
10.2.1	 15/00784/FUL Land adjacent to 1 Toldish Hall Road. Variation of condition relating to approved application no.2 of approved application 15/00001/FUL – Erection of detached dwelling. Response: No comment, no objections. Proposed Cllr.Harris. Seconded Cllr.Johnson.
	10.2.2	 15/00914/FUL High View (formerly known as Treeways), Church Street. Replacement dwelling for High View and erection of 2 new dwellings. Response: Objection to current plan in existing format as majority of application currently outside the village development boundary. There is a village consensus opposing extension to the village development boundary and village history on this issue. The 2 newly proposed properties will also have an adverse effect on neighbouring properties. Proposed. Cllr.Newton. Seconded Cllr.Harris. Vote in favour of objection Unanimous.
	10.2.3	 15/00952/ELD New Barn Farm, Alderford Street, Sible Hedingham. Occupation of New Barn Farm without compliance with condition no.2 (Occupancy condition) attached to planning ref 03/02063/FUL. Response No objections, no comment. Proposed Cllr.Johnson. Seconded Cllr.Newton.
	
11.       CORRESPONDENCE– For notification
	Great Maplestead Village has received a Merit Award in the RCCE Best Kept Village Competition 2015.

12.	CONTENT FOR E-NEWSLETTER – Update on storage facility, Best Kept Village award, Village Information Boards, all Planning Matters. Cllr.Harris to draft newsletter and circulate to all for approval.

13. 	ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
· Bottle Banks
· Review of OSAP  
· Approval of Terms of Reference for Use of the Village Playing Field

14. 	DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 30th September 2015 at 7.30pm.           

	Meeting Closed 9.16pm	




	Signed……TRUE COPY……….Dated 30th September 2015



