
GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 27th August 2014 
PRESENT – Cllr.P.Haylock (Chairman). Cllr.P.Schwier. Cllr.P. Knight.Cllr.D.Turner.Cllr.I. Johnson. Cllr.J.Newton Mrs. A. Crisp – Clerk. Dist.Cllrs.Johnson & Scattergood.Members of the Public – 9. 
1. APOLOGIES –Cllr.P.Maile.Dist.Cllr.Beavis
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 16th July 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr.Schwier seconded by Cllr.Knight.CARRIED
3.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 
4.COUNTY AND DISTRICT MATTERS – Dist.Cllr.Johnson advised he attends local police meetings and also sits  on the Stansted Airport Committee and will provide feedback and act as liaison where appropriate. Dist.Cllr.Scattergood referred to the recent NATS proposal which suggests this area could have a flight overhead every 5 minutes.
5.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC
Stansted Airport - The Rotary Club of Halstead will be hosting a consultation evening regarding future expansion at Stansted airport on 2nd October. 
Village Playing Field – It was suggested the Parish Council consider refurbishment of the entire children’s play area.
Storage Container - Cllr.Schwier explained following further consultation with BDC it was confirmed that Planning permission is now required. It was originally thought that the Council would be able to rely on Permitted Development Rights.
Local Development Plan - Cllrs.Scattergood & Johnson advised that “where reasonable” they would seek to support Parish Council views but that this may not always be possible. 
Potholes - Cllr.Schwier advised Highways have visited and marked where repairs will be made but is unaware of the timeframe. MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC  
6.PROGRESS UPDATE – 
6.1 The Clerk reported on outstanding business items. 

7. BUSINESS ITEMS
7.1 Storage Container on the Village Playing Field – Following parishioner feedback the Grant Funding Working Party (GFWP) suggested that the container size should be reduced to 20ft x 8ft. At a Free pre-planning meeting with BDC, it was suggested the appearance of the unit could be improved with cladding and a low pitched roof sympathetic to surroundings. Any Council planning application would cost half the ordinary fee. Cllr.Haylock proposed the council proceed with a planning application on the basis submitted by the GFWP. Seconded by Cllr.Turner. Vote:- In favour 5; Against 1.                    CARRIED
7.2 Open Spaces S106 Monies – Cllr.Turner advised the GFWP was exploring the installation of a perimeter fence to the children’s play area on the Village Playing Field (VPF). Initial estimates were approx. £6,500. The 2014 ROSPA report had not highlighted the need for a new playing surface and it was agreed that a repair could be made to the existing surface tiles. Action Cllr.Newton. Cllr.Haylock proposed a temporary fix, using limestone chippings, to the VPF car park surface, seconded by Cllr.Newton. The cost to be covered from reserves. Action Cllr.Newton. CARRIED
7.3 Parish Council Quality Status – Cllr.Schwier advised the Quality status scheme has been re-launched and NALC are piloting the new structure. The EALC has invited Gt.Maplestead to participate in the pilot. There will now be 3 levels Foundation, Quality & Gold. The Clerk had over-viewed and agreed that it should be possible for Gt.Maplestead to obtain the first 2 levels. The process would allow the Clerk and the Council to gain knowledge at no extra cost and for the benefit of the community. The quality level acquired is valid for 4 years. Cllr.Schwier proposed that the council agree to the pilot and aim for Foundation and Quality levels, seconded by Cllr.Turner.    CARRIED     Action Clerk to register interest with EALC
7.4 Staff Grievance Policy & Standing Order 19 – The Personnel Committee proposed the NALC standard Grievance policy was adopted with the relevant terms to be incorporated within Standing Order 19. No objections were raised by full council.  CARRIED
8. Financial Report
8.1 Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£ 
	44.13
	Reserve account:
	£3306.78


8.2 Noting of sums received:-

	BACS – Essex County Council (Verge Cutting Spring/Summer)
	£899.64

	Cheque – RCCE Village of the Year 2014 Runner Up
	£150.00


8.3 Ratification of payments made:-

	DD – A & J Lighting Solutions (Annual Maintenance Contract)
	£72.00

	DD – E-ON (Apr-Jun Street Lighting Electricity)
	      £11.78

	Cheque – Chris Mortimer Grounds Maintenance
	£540.00


     Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-

	Cheque – Cllr. Mr P Knight (Expenses - Petrol for Task Force strimmer £9.96* + 2 picture frames and hooks for Best Kept Village certificates £6.96)
	£16.92


8.4 Other Finance matters:-

	Update 2014/15 Budget Forecast & Actuals

	LCN Domain name renewal due in October


*Mi-Community budget remaining £10.04 (Approved by Julie Baron BDC)
9. Planning
9.1 Application Decisions

CC/BTE/32/14 St Giles School, Church Street. Erection of single storey extension. Granted 

9.2 Applications Received 

None
10. Correspondence
10.1 Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) – SSE had circulated their response and recommendations for the NATS consultation on proposed new Stansted departure routes. Cllr.Haylock encouraged residents to respond directly to the consultation. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC to allow for discussion. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC. The Council agreed to respond to comment that there should be no lowering of altitude/height on the proposed arrival routes.
10.2 Electoral Boundary & Polling Station Review – Confirmation received of the new electoral boundaries to come into effect for 2015, following review by the Local Government Boundary Commission. Great Maplestead will

now fall within Gosfield & Greenstead Green with 1 Dist.Councillor. The Polling station arrangements remain at the as before.

10.4 BDC Local Plan Call for Sites – BDC confirm that a new Local Plan will be produced and the previous LDF/Site Allocations Plan will be rolled into the new plan. The first stage of the process is a call for proposed development sites which will run until 24th October 2014.
11. Officers Reports
Cllr. Johnson – NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Notification of recent shed burglaries. Parishioners are advised to be cautious following the recent theft of Anglian Water uniforms which have subsequently been used in the local area. Social Media is also being used by criminals to identify when people are on holiday.
Cllr.Newton – VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD - the hedge will be sprayed shortly.
Cllr.Knight – TASK FORCE the litter pick was delayed due to delayed verge cutting, minimal litter evident. Daily pick undertaken in the village centre. Full litter pick now due after the Autumn verge cut in October.

Cllr.Turner- VDS - All meetings and procedures have been in accordance with guidelines. The final meeting of the Committee will be 26th September, at 8pm in the village hall, and will be publicised. The meeting will discuss the final accounts and decide how any residual balance should be disseminated. Action Clerk to advise of Parish Council financial contribution to VDS.
Cllr.Schwier – HIGHWAYS – ECC Highways advise double yellow lines by the school are a possibility and Cty.Cllr Finch will support if required, but he has advised they have been unsuccessful in other rural villages. It has been confirmed that it is a criminal offence to park within 10 metres of a junction or park obstructively/dangerously. Any such parking should be reported via 101 for the Police to action. Similar action was followed for the illegal parking at the Toldishall/Lucking Street junction and the police have helped improve this area. VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD Further complaints regarding noise received. Cllr.Haylock advised he is awaiting a second quote for the proposed sign. BROADBAND – Residents survey undertaken and reports a high demand for County Broadband. If the demand is high then with the support of the Diocese, County Broadband facilities may be in place by Christmas 2014.
12. Items for next agenda – None
13. Date of next meeting -  15th October 2014 at 7.30pm.                         Meeting Closed 9.20pm
Signed….......TRUE COPY..........................………....Dated 15th October 2014

