Services for February 2018

Gestingthorpe | Great Little Pebmarsh
Maplestead Maplestead
Sun 4 Feb |9.30am Holy | 6.30pm 11lam Holy
Communion Evensong Communion
(BCP)
Wed 7 Feb School Ashing School Ashing
2pm 9.30am
Sun 11 Feb 4pm Compline |9.30am Holy 11lam Holy
Communion Communion
Ash 8pm Ashing
Wednesday Service
14 Feb
Sun 18 Feb |1lam Morning 10.30 St Andrew’s Halstead
Prayer (BCP) Bishop Stephen of Chelmsford
Sun 25 Feb [8.15am Holy |1lam Family |10am 9.30am Holy
Communion Service Morning Communion
(BCP) Prayer
Sun 4 Mar |9.30am Holy 6.30pm 11am Holy
Communion Evensong Communion
(BCP)

The School Ashing Service for St Giles C of E Primary School in St Giles
Church, Great Maplestead and St John the Baptist CEVA Primary School in
the St John the Baptist Church, Pebmarsh will be held the week before Ash
Wednesday because of the school half term.

All parents are welcome to these services.

This magazine will be available electronically on
www.knights-hospitallers.org.uk
and (hopefully) on the parish council web sites

Have a happy and peaceful new year

WA

-5  Great and Little
‘= q;) Maplestead Pebmarsh
&Y = and Gestingthorpe

Church and Community together
February 2018

Free
Welcome to all our new readers



Village contacts and information

Neighbourhood watch representatives, see page 26

February dates for your diary

Reverend Gay Ellis and the churchwardens see page 25.
1 February 7.30pm Wi Gt Maplestead
Magazine copy and deliveries see page 27 . .
Parish Clerks 5 February 2.30pm Solar Society Castle Hedingham
ri T
Gt Maplestead  Ann Crisp 01787 460216 anncrisp@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 7 February Deaner Synod, St. Andrews, Halstead
Lt Méplestead Ann Harris 01787 462818 I|ttlemaplesteadparlshc.lerk@gman.com 7 February 7.30pm Youth Club Gt Maplestead
Gestingthorpe Frances Wells 01787 379606 gestingthorpepc@gmail.com
Pebmarsh Philippa Potter 07790 598363 pebmarshpc@hotmail.com 11 February 9.30am Repair Cafe Library, Halstead
The Maplesteads 17F 7 t Maplest
WI Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com ebruary 00pm Curry and Cards Gt Maplestead
WEA Jill Newton 01787 463893 gilliannnewton4@gmail.com 18 & 25 February 11.30am Snowdrops Easton Lodge
Autumn Show Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com .
Gt Maplestead 20 February 7.30pm Tuesday Talk Gestingthorpe
Task Force Martin Elms 01787 461421 martinelms@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 21 February 7.30pm PCC meeting. Lt Maplestead
Village Hall Liz Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com .
Playing Field Joe Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com 22 February 7.30pm PCC meeting Pebmarsh
Mixed Ability Yoga Victoria Ashworth 07751 911923 justinashworth@hotmail.co.uk 27 February 7.30pm. PCC Meeting Gt Maplestead
Pilates Catherine Pawsey 07814 459683 catherinepawseypilates@gmail.com . .
Dance & Keep Fit Judy Cowell 01376 561757 judy.cowell@btinternet.com 1 March 7.30pm PCC Meeting Gestingthorpe
Carpet Bowls Janice Chaplin 01787 469600 bobandjanicechaplin@btinternet.com 3 March 10am Great British Spring Clean Lt Maplestead
Youth Club Myra Jeggo 01787 474285 m.jeggo@sky.com :
Gestingthorpe 3 March 3.00pm Great Village Jumble Sale Gt Maplestead
Village Hall Sharon Flannery 07873 238095 Every Monday 10am Donations to Braintree Food Bank | Halstead
Village amenities Nick Duncan 01787 313558
Tower bell ringing Valerie Fullman 01787 462755 Every Wednesday 10.30am Coffee and Chat Great Maplestead
Cricket Club Nick Duncan 01787 313558
Football Club : : : i
Parish News is printed b /
History Society  Gill Webb 01787 581836 gillwebb008@gmail.com P Y d Ifa— ‘1 t
Pebmarsh Deltaprint e Pr{"
Village Hall Jonathan Nott 01787 269231 jonathannott44@hotmail.com . ] \
L . 6 Byford Road, Chilton Industrial Estate, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 2YG
Dog Tra|n|-ng Hals_tead Dog Club 01787 473154 halsteaddogclub@hotmail.co.uk 01787 370714 info@delta-print.co.uk
Card making Pauline Andow 01787 269273
Ladies Club Pauline Andow 01787 269273

Carpet bowls
Youth club
Footpaths
Gt Maplestead
Lt Maplestead
Gestingthorpe

Sandra Beaney
Jim Crayston
Carol Parker

Steve Harris

Geraldine Holloway
L Crumpton-Taylor

01787 222220
01787 222241

01787 462818
01787 476530
01787 460277

jim@craystonfarms.co.uk

steve198harris@gmail.com
geraldineholloway2017@gmail.com
leslie@crumpton-taylor.entadsl.com

The cover photograph is of sheep by the Sudbury Road and the trees on page 21 taken
by Joe Burlo. The crab apple in snow on page 3 taken by Kevin Bratley.

The copy deadline for the March magazine is
Friday 16 February 2018

We need to know who, what, where and when

Pebmarsh Michael Sharp 07725 909986 michael@broomhills-farm.co.uk Submit your copy early to guarantee inclusion. Email me or our village
All villages representatives.
Book Club Alison Cantor 01787 462537 acantor@linus.plus.com

Knitting group

Handbell Ringing

Carol Brownlie
Wendy Jones

01787 461527
01787 469049

carolbrownlie@gmail.com
wendy.jones14@btopenworld.com

Editor

Jenny Bishop 01787 472159

Copy

pmeditor@icloud.com

Solar Society Miles Scrivens 01787 469766 lauri.scrivens@gmail.com Gestingthorpe Andy Cra'lg 01787 469687 andy@mdgmarket!ng.com
Benefice Choir  Gill Peskett 01787 462786 gillpeskett43@gmail.com Gt Maplestead  Ann Harris 01787 462818 ann66harris@gmail.com
Scouts Stuart Carter 01787 461149 Little Maplestead Carol Caddy 01787 274573 carol.caddy@btinternet.com
Guides Kathy Hoy 01787 280200 Pebmarsh Jan Bond 01787 269082

Molly’s Wood Jane Postma https://www.mollyswood.org/contact
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Neighbourhood Watch representatives Letter from the editor

Gestingthorpe Helen Skerratt 01787 237297 Welcome to all our new readers. As you will now be aware we are
Great Maplestead Ian Johnson 01787 461109 free and issued to (hopefully) all the members of our
Little Maplestead Bill Piper 01787 47393 communities across the villages of Gestingthorpe, Little
1 ] Maplestead, Great Maplestead and Pebmarsh.
Hire of Great Maplestead, Pebmarsh and Gestingthorpe We have a band of willing volunteers who deliver the Parish News :
Village Halls and another willing band of volunteers who co-ordinate the

information from the parishes.

This magazine can only be as good as the information it receives so please

send us anything that you think may be of interest to our readers.

|
' Each of our village halls is available for hire for all types of I
' functions. In Pebmarsh, tables and chairs can also be hired.

For full details of the facilities available in each location, rates, and

' conditions of hire, booking forms etc. Please contact the relevant If we have inadvertently left you out please contact your village co-
booking secretary ‘ ordinator.
Great Maplestead Liz Newton 01787 461308 ' The er_nai_l addresses and phone numbers of our village volunteers can be
Pebmarsh Christine Nott 01787 269231 found inside the back cover.

Gestingthorpe Sharon Flannery 07873 238095 There are implications in becoming free, the main one being a loss of
income to our four parish churches. If you are willing, we would welcome
donations to make up any shortfall. Our people who deliver would be happy

-

The Churchwardens Cl.lrrently Serving our Benefice are to recelve them. We are happy to pro\“de recelpt5_
Great Gill Peskett 01787 462786 gillpeskett43@gmail.com All the best
Maplestead Jill Newton 01787 463893 gilliannewton4@gmail.com
Little Jane Piper 01787 473933 jane-piper@hotmail.co.uk S@A
Maplestead Karen Sunnucks 01787 472145 € ) \Mj\
Gestingthorpe Alice Nolda 01787 469688 -
Peter Nice 01787 460126 peter.427nice@btinternet.com

Pebmarsh Jim Crayston 01787 222241 jim@craystonfarms.co.uk
Belynda Fellows 01787 269986

The Reverend Gay Ellis The Rectory, Church Street
Great Maplestead CO9 2RG

Email gayellis@aol.com

Phone 01787 460273

Mobile 07749 838769

Website www.knights-hospitallers.org.uk
uTwitter @knightsparishes

n Facebook Knights Hospitallers Parishes

Little Maplestead Church
Gestingthorpe Church
Pebmarsh Church
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Letter from the Rectory

When you read this the Snowdrops will have started to show themselves or
not be far off it. It might be the first time that you have seen this magazine
as it now goes free of charge to every home in our four parishes and we
hope you find it both interesting and helpful as it has much about the
different organisations and events that happen in our communities. I am
very glad that this is now happening because community is so important
and the church and wider community are one.

But I also hope that this is the place where you will find a thought for the
day because we are all busy and life is hectic. We have just got over a very
busy period with Christmas and with the coming of the New Year and spring
we have so much hope for the future. For some the Christmas period was
joyous and for others there was sadness and the same will be for 2018. Our
churches are always open so you can go and find a space and peace if you
wish. But whatever you are doing and wherever you are we do hope that
you can find time to rest and renew yourselves as we all need that. We
hope you know that Gods love is always with you.

God bless and hope you have a good year. Gay & Nick Ellis.
Looking Forward:

Ash Wednesday 14th February is during the half term break so the schools
are coming for their special service on Wednesday 7 February. Pebmarsh
School will come st 9.30am to Pebmarsh church and Great Maplestead
School will come at 2.pm to Great Maplestead Church for their Ashing
services. The parish service will still be held on the 14th February at 8pm in
Little Maplestead church, all welcome.

The church Annual Meetings are coming in March and we would encourage
as many of you as possible to attend as they are not just there for Church
Council Members and if you would like to be more involved in the running of
the churches.

We hope to be holding a Lent course as usual, please contact us for details
and times. Towards the end of Lent we will have our Palm Sunday Walk
25th March. As with last year the walk will be between the two Maplestead
churches. Is there a Donkey or little pony that would like to come and help
us this year? Please do let us know. We have had good numbers of people
on the walks in the last couple of years.

Looking ahead to the Spring as it will not be long now, we are hoping to
have a Bluebell Service in Wiggly Wood on Ashley Cooper’s farm on Sunday
April 29th,

Page 4
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No charoe — this is
Everyone is welcome — for more details please ving

Dovothy, 01787 829263 or Gill, 01787 462766

OPEN every Wednesday morning, 10.30 to 12 noon

a soctal oet-tooether, not a fund-raiser!

St. Giles’ ch'lkrch,
qreat Maplestead

P
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Would you like a lift to Church?

If you would like to attend any of the Church
Services in the Benefice, but have no transport,
please feel free to approach one of the
Churchwardens, who will be happy to arrange it for
you. Services Times are shown on the back cover of
this magazine and the telephone numbers of the

Churchwardens are shown below.

Entries from the Registers

14th January
22nd December

14th December
27th December
3rd January

5th January
10th January
18th January

27t November
29th December

Baptism

Uma Keeble Lt Maplestead
Wedding

Howard Bowdler & Susan Harrop Lt Maplestead
Funeral

Olive Fenner Pebmarsh

Mark Rusdale Pebmarsh

Three Counties Crematorium

Gestingthorpe
Gt Maplestead
Lt Maplestead

Brian Read

Reg White

Libby Lawrance

Evlyn ‘Lyn” Westby
Interment of ashes

Leonard & Irene Harris.

Dennis Downey

Gt Maplestead
Gt Maplestead




Pear Tree
Reflexology

K A SHEFFLE

Maplestead

Airport Cars Your local

Plumbing and Heating Contractors

Servicing - Repairs -Breakdowns
System Upgrades

CLIMATE - CONTROLLED
HIRE CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

co277 Complete Heating Installations
214191

Airports / Seaports / Rail Stations

Corporate Events / Weddings Enjoy an hour’s relaxing reflexology in New High Efficiency Condensing
Local & Long-Distance Journeys the comfort of your own home. @he Gas and 0Oil Boilers
Full Day Hire T;;Zer Bathrooms - Showers — Tiling
Account Customers Welcome Call Catherine, mobile reflexologist, on
i1d . 01799 599473 Phone KEITH now for help or a No Obligation Quote
Full details & quotations: i i
1 www.peartreereflexology.co.uk for all your Plumbing Requirements
07801 580465 01787 462144 or 07889 512280
maplesteadcars@btinternet.com 0 kasheffle@gmail.com
25% off first
MA ) treatment for all
C RERBBIO0TS new clients.

MAPLESTEAD KENNELS i
& CATIERY BROOMHILLS FARM

Eman e as e B ROOMMHILLS FARM
FULLY LICENCED & INSABED
CENTRAL HEATING

DOGS EXIRCESID DALY

ALL DIETS CATERED FOR

Here at Broomhills we provide top quality beef and lamb.

All our meat has been produced on our farm in Pebmarsh near Halstead.

=<

Our beef is hung for 28 days to ensure excellent quality and flavour.

W E OFFER

COLLIECTION & DELIVIRY SERVICE AVAE AR STEAKS
-~ e - - I & INDIVIDUAL JOINTS
OFEN HOLES MO ' S SN
JPENING HOLES MOX ~FRI S AT 9~ 4 L S IR

LAMB CHOPS
HANDMADE STEAK AND LAMB BURGERS

CLOSED FOR COLLECTION & DELIVERY ON ALL BANK BOLIDAYS

: 19T 47202 17¢Y
I r l ‘(. l 8 ’ 4 .9 - 6 " ‘ - m“‘ ‘ Buy dire(tf}om thefarm; Broombhills, Catle/v Cross, Pebmarsh, Halstead, Essex CO9 2PD

CallVerity on T: 01787 269640/07843 348317

| N -"& peadbranels o cadlciadk et or E: verit)’@broomhi]]s-farmco. uk

wew mapletcadirasch ealhrall oet www.broomhills-farm.co.uk




MICK READ
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

NI types of carpentry & joinery
WON UNGertaknen InCuding
Nechens

Wardrobes

Doors

Floors

Dechung

Fencding
Made-o-measure units
Odd jobs

Juousibuvueuuy

For free estimate, ring Mick
07719918922
01787 828765

AUTODENT services

Mobde and
workshop facdies
Frow local colisction & detvery
We are specialists in:
Paintless dent repairs
Bumper repairs
Alloy wheel refinishing

Ut 3,
Deans HaV Business Fark
Oak Road, LI Maplestead
Halstoad, CO9 2RT

07798 525167

www_anfodens-services. oo uh

FUJiFILM

Digital Imaging Service

Download our mobile App

Order today, collect next day

Market Hill Photograp

LEuEm

CLICK&

COLLECT INSTORE

Paul the Sweep

AN el ibevn 2]

Professional Chimney Sweep
and Repairs
Wood Burners, Open Fires,
Stoves, Bodlers, Inglenook, Multi
Fuel
Fully insured
@ Certificntes issued ..‘YO

01787 258021

07775 334272

Pows’y it

Elaine Gunn
Propredoe

Orehaed Comage. Northend Road
Gestingthorpe, ne Malstead
Essax CO9 35N
Telephone 01787 237374
elane gurnts tintemet com
W PRNEIWNESCATRCY CO L

Towt Servhons

Foldy il gasitiol Ty

fepm

Al rermedial tree work
[DoprytRing roem Crown reckacton to secson foling)
Teee Felling: Hodge Trimming; Geans Cutting; Oerden Cleatance
Fuby Qualfied and Irawred Tree Surgeona
NG JOb 100 Big o 100 3mal® Call for free gudtation®
Telephooe: 01176 5467654 Moblle: 077% 4621558
Lawreh, Shalord 2oad, Pardteid Srartree. {3162
Parfnery Thoman & Jorathas Se¥f




Theft from Vans @ SECURE

Vans have been entered and tools have been MPROTE(T
removed, if you own or know a neighbour, friend or ‘PREVE“T
workmate who owns a van make them aware. Think

about security. If you have tools on board think about removing them
overnight if possible and add signage to your vehicle to indicate you have
done so. Also make a point of property marking your equipment both
overtly and covertly.

* Don’t tempt thieves by leaving any items on display.
* Do clean off the sat nav ring off the windscreen.
* Do turn off bluetooth- it can be detected when on.

Do lock your vehicle at all times, close windows, and set the alarm,
even when parked on your driveway or when carrying out any work.

Do park rear doors on vans up against garage doors.

Do not just press the button on your fob to lock it — Look at your
car to see the lights flash etc to confirm locking; someone may be
nearby with a “remote blocker” and stop your car from locking.

* Do try to park in a secure, well lit area where possible, if parking at a
hotel try and park within view of reception, CCTV cameras or your
room.

* Do mark tools and property visibly with your post code and house
number, and consider products such as CRE Mark, Selecta DNA and
Smart Water.

Do register serial numbers of your property on www.immobilise.com
this is completely free service.

* Do consider having additional security door locks fitted, they make it
harder for the thief and are a great visual deterrent.

Do consider having a safe box secured within the vehicle.

* Do consider a PIR alarm that calls you on the mobile phone when
activated, intended for sheds work just as well in a van.

If using a public car park - Try to use a “Parkmark” approved car
park www.parkmark.co.uk

Empty your car before someone else does.

For further crime prevention advice see https://www.essex.police.uk/
advice/your-property/vehicles/ or dial 101 and ask for your local Crime
Prevention Officer. If you know who is committing crime call 101 or contact
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111
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General information
Braintree District Council

2018/2019 Budget and Council Tax proposals - have your say

Braintree Council is focused on maintaining the services provided to
residents and has looked to address its financial challenges by improving
the return received on its assets and making efficiencies. Further
information of the Council's Budget Proposals and Medium Term Financial
Strategy can be viewed online. If you have any comments on matters
related to this budget proposal please submit them by email to
financialservices@braintree.gov.uk by the 2 February 2018.

Highways
Essex Highways web site:

http://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads.aspx

is a useful resource for our four villages. Amongst other things you can
report potholes (and track their response), get live information on traffic,
find out about winter travel, apply for blue badges and find out about buses
throughout the county.

CastleGENT

builder=s L. tA

Based in Castle Hedingham, CastleGENT Buiders 15 a small company
where the personal touch 1s important

We have many years axpanence of property refurbishment, improvement
new build and extensions to bring to your project. Working on ksted
buidings, including churches and domeashic dwalings ara a speciality

See our web-sde or examples of our work
MIp Jcastiogaenthuidarns o uk

Contact Us: D1787 462037 | 07T804627702|
conladi@castogentbuddears co. uk
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Calling all Photographers

This month our cover photograph has been chosen to reflect the weather
we have been having (as well as being a great photo) and I write this
watching more snow falling. Please continue to send in your photo’s. We are
hopeful that we can create a calendar next year. Also, generous cover
sponsors wanted, £35 an issue for a full colour cover, contact Jenny the
editor if you would like to help in this way.

Our buses

Unlike a conventional bus, a passenger must book their seat, and register
as a customer, at least two hours in advance of travel using either 01621
874411 or bookings@essexandsuffolkdart.co.uk.The timetable is
occasionally revised, please check the Essex Highways web site http://
www.essexhighways.org/getting-around/bus/demand-responsive-transport-
dart.aspx or call the humber above before you travel .

If you have any questions or comments on our new bus service please send
them to Jenny Bishop, the Little Maplestead representative on the DaRT 3
Working Group. 01787 472159 or chairlmpc@icloud.com.

Parish Council Websites

https://www.essexinfo.net/gestingthorpe/
Great Maplestead http://greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk

Little Maplestead http://littlemaplesteadpc.co.uk

Pebmarsh http://parishcouncil.pebmarsh.com

Gestingthorpe

District and County Councillors
Essex County Council
Councillor David Finch - cllr.david.finch@essex.gov.uk
Braintree District Council
Great and Little Maplestead
Councillor John O'Reilly Cicconi - cllr.jo'reilly-cicconi@braintree.gov.uk
Gestingthorpe
Councillor Wendy Scattergood - cllr.wscattergood@braintree.gov.uk
Pebmarsh
Councillor Chris Siddall - cllr.csiddall@braintree.gov.uk
Councillor Gabrielle Spray - cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk

—— THE
FORGOTTEN GARDENS OF

EASTON LODGE

So, what have we to offer you in 2018? As usual the year will start with our
fabulous snowdrops. Last year, the snowdrops in the Bosquet at the front of
the Gardens were magnificent, some interspersed with aconites which were
also in full bloom, on two cold, but sunny February open days. Many of the
common single and double blooms were planted in Victorian times or
before, whilst we believe others in the Glade and the kitchen gardens were
planted more recently. On Sunday 18th and 25th of February our gates will
be open from 11.30 -4.00 (last entry 3.00) and we will have hot drinks,
soup and bacon rolls and of course home-made cakes. We will also have
some of our snowdrops for sale in the green.

Over the rest of the year our aim is to build upon our successes in 2017.
We are working hard on the planting in the Gardens: to extend the
seasonal range in the Italian Garden; to bring yet more colour to the Walled
Kitchen garden; and to establish the planting better in the stumpery in the
Glade and the rill pond. For Open Days, we will have tried and tested
entertainment, while
continuing to introduce new &
elements - new musicians,
exhibitors and of course fun
activities for the children.

We hope to welcome you to
the Gardens in 2018. If you B
like what you find, you might g
like to buy an excellent value
season ticket or become a
Friend of the Gardens. For
more information, ask at the
Gate or go to our website

http://
www.eastonlodge.co.uk . Jill
Goldsmith

Sudbury Area Cancer Support Group

4th Thursday, 7-9pm, The Christopher Centre, 10 Gainsborough Street,
Sudbury, CO10 2EU.

2nd Friday, Cafe Club, 12-2pm, The Loft, 3 Gaol Lane, Sudbury CO10 1JL.
For more information, contact Ruth Worsley on ruth-SACSG@outlook.com.
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R.W Spencer & Son Ltd

(Established 1965)

FREE QUOTES & COMPETITIVE RATES

= Looking for reputable and reliable registered building contractors to
complete your dream build or renovation?

General Building
Brick laying, Renovations, Plastering etc.

Loft conversions N :4 BC

Property Maintenance

Registered builder
Extensions and New Builds

For a personal, friendly and efficient service, call or email us now!

Mobile: 07813 666059 Pound Farm, Northend Road
Tel: 01787 469513 Gestingthorpe
stevespencer2017@gmail.com CO09 3BN

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS

Independent Family
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
Incorporating DEREK HOLMES

24 Hour Family Careline Dedicated Chapel of Rest
Gentleman & Lady Funeral Directors
Arrangements made in the comfort of your own home

FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION DAY OR NIGHT
52 Trinity Street 7 Manor Street

Halstead Braintree
Tel: (01787) 475533 Tel: (01376) 320582

Please visit our website www.drobinson.co.uk

¥ ™, INVESTORS Golden Ch
vV ¥ olden arter
%, IN PEOPLE Gold Funcral Plans %

ko clts
Dog Grooming Services
Barking, clipping,

haad strippiag, sadls,
mbcrochd

i and soft woods

All byeeds of dog wekome

Free Peppy Introductory Vints
Collection and
Delivery Service available
Canng Frieadly sad Professscaal
Essy Parlnag - Fally knwsed
Lovalty scheme with
discount offers availabde

01787 267888

www KScurien

Cooks Cottage. Twinstead Road,
Pebmmarsh CO9 2FB

TSRS

Also kindling
Phone:

TN IP

01787 461552

VEEIGE

. LOGS FOR SALE

Well-seasoned hard

Cut to size for you

- B PlRATERE S U S

COLNE VALLEY

|uxury IO

<lS

Luxury top of the range mobile toilet trailers for hire.

Bespoke toilet trailers handmade to a superior finish with white porcelain
sinks, oak trimmings, chrome fittings, hot water, flowers and music.

They arrive sparkling clean and fully equipped with soft toilet tissue, hand
towels, luxury soap, hand cream and a range of toiletries. All we need is a
standard 13amp power supply.

Call Ginny Jeggo now on 01787 220358 or 07792 424061

www.colnevalleyluxurytoilets.co.uk or ginny@colnevalleyluxurytoilets.co.uk

We cater for any wedding, party or event from 50 to 500 people
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Solcdors advising on T
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Every type of plumbing covesea!

ANl work guarantoocd?
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Foast - Friondl Reliable - Affordable

Graham Nicholl Tree Surgery Ltd Your local solicitors

A complete and protfessional tree care service

For expert legal advice on:

« Feling ,
e Wills & Powers of Attorney

¢ Divorce & Separation
e Conveyancing
e Dispute Resolution

« Reduang

« Reshaping

. Sur gery woi K

NPTOFASTCO QUALIFTED
. } {tf‘d(jé’ Maintenance FULLY ENSURED )

01787 377119

aMeNPUIson
/7 i/ySo//c%r

Holmes & Hills Solicitors
Trinity Street, Halstead

Holmes & Hills

www.holmes-hills.co.uk 01787 475312

Sa Gestingthorpe Road, Belchamp Walter, CO9 TAX




Braintree Area Foodbank

If you want to donate to our foodbank you can donate every Monday between
10am and 2pm at the St Andrews Centre, Parsonage Lane, Halstead CO9 2LD.

For further information see https://braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk/locations/

If you need help, or want further information or posters or shopping lists
contact: Maggie Drewett or Vanessa Green on 01376 330694 or email
info@braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk

&@p@i@ Cate

X Halstead

Bin it? No way!

At Halstead Library

What is a Repair Café?

We theow away vast amounts of stuff including things with almost nothing wrong and
which coukd get a naw lease of life afer a simple repar. The Halstead Repair Café is
where you can being items for repair, get advice on how to repair things yourself, or
even leam a new skill

Two volunteers, Alison and George, will run repair sessaons at
Halstead Library one Saturday per month
We are starting with clothing repairs. Next sessions

Saturday January 14"

Saturday, February 11"
9.30 - 12.00

Please bring along any items of clothing 10 be allered, repaired, patched etc
and other fabric items that need a bit of TLC or come along for advice
Also, if you can volunteer to help, eg repairing small fumiture, household equipment,
or other items, please contact us and join in

For further detads talk to libeary staf or contact us:

entitaiaenty n —_ st @:m:umr
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Solar Society
Your local adult educational learning group.

The Solar Society meets in the Memorial Hall, Castle Hedingham. The
entrance fee is £4.00, light refeshments are provided and all are welcome.
For more information phone Miles Scrivens on 01787 469766 or Wanda
Sellar on 01787 463459.

Monday 5th February at 2.30pm: Dr Michael Hendry will give a talk on
‘Lord Byron’s Medicine Chest.

Monday 5th March at 2.30pm : Robert Crighton will talk on the subject of
‘All the World’s a Stage—The Tudor Theatre.”

The Benefice Choir

The Benefice choir met and performed three times during 2017. The well
attended Christmas Carol Service was a highlight, with the choir in
excellent voice, rendering ‘Of the Father’s heart begotten’ and Dyke’s
‘Sleep Holy Babe’ with some really moving singing.

Although it is based at St.Giles, the choir is open to all members of the
benefice and new members are always welcome.

Jonathan Lindridge Organist and Choirmaster

L e— e
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Little Maplestead
New Year Resolutions

Perhaps one of your New Year Resolutions is to try something that helps
you cope with the stresses of modern life. Church is a wonderful place to do
that! Our church is open every day for private prayer or quiet time, and the
services are advertised at the back of this magazine; we would love to see
you next Sunday.

Easter Lilies

If you would like to make a contribution to the Easter Lilies for the Round
Church, please contact Cynthia Cook on 01787 461482. Thank you.

Christmas Coffee Morning — an update

Although a while ago now, we would like to thank everyone who helped
make the Christmas craft fair a great success. There was a wonderful
atmosphere on the day and the church looked wonderful with seasonal
decorations; in total, after all expenses were deducted, £995.59 was raised.

Coffee and Cobwebs

A huge thank you to everyone who helped clean the church ﬂ
on 12th December. The church looked lovely as a result and
ready for Christmas. Thank you also to those who provided
tea, coffee and the mince pies.

Great British Spring Clean 2018

Join the Great British Spring Clean on Saturday 3 March. Meet at Little
Maplestead’s playing field at 10 am to spring clean our village. Equipment
provided. Followed by beer, bacon butties, Geraldine’s legendary pies and
Ann’s amazing brownies at Hampers.

Please let Ann know if you are coming by contacting her on 01787 462818
or littlemaplesteadparishclerk@gmail.com.

More info on: http://www.keepbritaintidy.org

g —
~ =

I { cedt ""ly, 3

~ W KEEP 1
' BRITAIN ;
TIDY.
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Spencer's

FARM SHOP

COME & SHOP AT SPENCER’S; YOUR LOCAL FARM SHOP

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY on ANYTHING within 5 miles (min
spend & terms apply)

LOCALLY SOURCED goods from beer & wine to meat,
cheese and cakes

GIFT SHOP full of local crafts & gorgeous home
accessories

Coffee Shop serving delicious home cooked food

Free parking outside the door!
www.spencersfarmshop.com
Find us on Facebook: Spencer’s Farm Shop
Tel: 01787 267977 Email: spencerandoboyle@gmail.com
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WICKHAM ST PAUL’S

VEGBOXES

All your weekly fruit & veg
in one box!

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY*

NO MIN SPEND FOR
COLLECTION

HUGE RANGE OF FRUIT &
VEG TO CHOOSE FROM

*min of £10 spend for
delivery applies



HealthFoodsForYou

LICENSED TO SWEEP computer
e e + organic foods problems?

Power Sweeping - The ultimate method e Chilled and frozen vegan B e T
CCTV Surveys & Inspections options P Diagpacele and Rwsolution,
All Types of Flue Systems Installed o Solgar A Vogel * Virus / Spyware Romoval
Ixat I * System Performance Tune-up
Call the Professionals we have over 35 years Lamberts, Quest, ARSI TP o & S
experience in the chimney industry Natures Aid T
FULLY INSURED - CERTIFICATES ISSUED e Order in service of
motts Garden SR i speciality items IES0XUMONS U
Little Maplestead = sales@rceng.co.uk ° Frlendly adVlse from
CO9 2RY www.rceng.co.uk trained staff 01 787 478857
: wiheakhoodefooucnk - or email: sales@itekit.com
Ny - 5 : el: —— e Lt B
e i LIMITED 75 North Street, Sudbury, Suffolk. CO10 1RF www.itekit.com

All Aspects Of Tree Surgery

Cromm Reductions and Re-Shaping,

Homesteaders Day Nursery Pruming and Thinning, Tree Removal

Affordable Friendly Childcare Hedge and Sheub Trimming
We are open all year from 8am — 6pm Monday to Friday Al work Is carried out to the highest
for children aged 2 and above standards by NPTC qualified
2, 3 and 4 year old Government funded places available Tree SWgeons

Workplace Childcare Vouchers accepted
School age childcare places available through the holidays
and before and after school
OFSTED registered and PLA members
8am —1pm £12.00 8am —6pm £23.00 01787 269711 [ 07902 216069
RING SUE AITKEN on 01787 460255 www maestrotreeservices.co.uk
Or our Facebook Page is Homesteaders Day Nursery

Please contact us for
Free Quotes and Advice
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GVU ey

¥
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rounccore ki
-
o Grassoutting « Bads ana Borders s Fanang « Hedging
e Mard and Soft Landscaping » Minl Digger Work
. -1,"‘""_] e Porxdds ¢ General Mantenance
o Resdentia! and Commercs

Contact David 20990 0on 07976 553664 for 2 compelitive guote.

Frofessond! and nendly service guaranteed

s LN R T | I . Mobe: O “ LI
TR S T R SRR o . )

Only 0?1

OIL BOILER SERVICING
& REPAIRS

@ 01787 313250
or 01473 827792

Sarah Mitehell
Mobilg Hairdresser

Tel: 07769 114265

Mn gxperigneed & qualified Ladigs
& Gents hairdregsser offering a
mobilg sgrvicg at affordablg pricgs

Professional Service,
Competitive Prices.

07592 35 40 Ol
01787 47 34 67

ol [ ) W = Find uson 77
! b Facebook | |
1 Scie X, | e Naglostead. Malezead. Fscax 000 2RY



Kings Head, Pebmarsh

Don't forget our community pub, the Kings Head Pebmarsh. Information
about them can be found at https://www.facebook.com/
Kinas| pel / or } X

R&R
Lawnmowers

FOR SALES/REPAIRS OF LAWNMOWERS,
TRACTORS, CHAINSAWS,
STRIWMERS,
SHARPENING, FILES, QLS ECT

Unit 1 Gainsborough Yard, Sandy Lane,
Suabury, Suffolk, CO10 7GY

Tel 01787 375194 email rlawnmowers@lineone.net

Page 20

Little Maplestead Parish Council

The Parish Council are developing an email list to help the Council
communicate with their parishioners.

If you would like to join the list please contact the Parish Clerk, Ann
Harris, on 01787 462818 or littlemaplesteadparishclerk@gmail.com

Carol Service

The Carol Service was held on Tuesday 19th December, and mulled wine
and mince pies were served as the congregation arrived. The Church looked
stunning by candle light, nearly 100 were lit at the start of the service, and
the tree lights and the little lights in the lovely floral displays all added to
the magic.

The congregation heard a mixture of Bible and contemporary readings;
these were interspersed with traditional carols. Thanks to the readers who
all read so beautifully.

Christmas Eve Crib Service

The Crib Service at 4pm on Christmas Eve is always a really lovely service
and this year was no exception. The congregation began to arrive early and
by 4pm the church was full to
overflowing with families, ages
ranging from babies to the over 90’s
- truly a service to suit all ages.

Greenarchitect

If you are thinking about building
your own home or extending your
home, particularly if it is a listed
building, and you are concerned
about the environment, talk to
Jenny Bishop at

The Nativity figures were chosen by
the children as they arrived, and
through the service all the figures
arrived at Bethlehem to the
accompaniment of carols.

Chocolates were given to the well
behaved as they left to await the
arrival of Father Christmas.

Greenarchitect

She specialises in energy

Christmas Day Service conservation, sustainability and

The service on Christmas Morning is
always special. Lots of families
attended and there was gentle
rivalry over choosing which carols
to sing, with readings from the
Christmas story in between. We left
in the pale winter sunshine,
thankful to be part of such a good
community.
Page 9

historic conservation, which she
loves.

She is a chartered architect, lives
in a listed building, has a masters
degree in energy conservation and
sustainability and is an accredited
Passivhaus designer,

01787 472159

— S



Pebmarsh
Parish Council

The Parish Council's application to the Public Works Loan Board for a loan of
£50,000 mentioned in last month’s Edition has now been approved. This
loan will be completed in the next few months and will be used to re-
finance a loan of the same amount taken out by the Pebmarsh Community
Pub Ltd ( PCP ) to part finance their purchase of the Kings Head pub.
Repayments of this loan will be made by PCP to the Parish Council , it will
ease their cash-flow at no cost to the Parish Council or rate-payers. Harry
Anderson

St John the Baptist

Thanks to everyone who arranged flowers, decorated the Church and
dressed the Christmas tree. The Church looked lovely for the Christmas
services & beyond.

The next Holy Communion service in Pebmarsh will be Sunday 11th
February at 11am, all welcome.

PEBMARSH
Village Emergency Telephone System

A third of all 999 calls are from a person at home whose partner has suffered a serious, life
threatening event, so getting help to them guickly is vitally important.

VETS is our community run telephone system, and enables 11 Pebmarsh trained volunteers
to be contacted at the same time, so one or more of them will be available to assist you
quickly, pending the arrival of the emergency services, (and bring the Defibrillator too if
necessary.)

The all-important VETS telephone number for Pebmarsh is:

01787 852 300

** But — remember to call 999 first **

For more information contact Norman Wiseman: 269542

or email: normanwiseman@btinternet.com

EYE2
veTs @

Village Emergency Telephone Syst.em
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All villages book club

The book club meets on a Thursday at 8pm, once a month. It is rotated
between peoples houses. It is currently reading ‘Before I go to sleep’ by SJ
Watson. It was made into a film in 2014 and starred Nicole Kidman and
Colin Firth. If you are interested in joining contact Carol Brownlie on 01787
461527 or carolbrownlie@gmail.com.

Lady Runners wanted

If there any ladies in Little Maplestead, or the surrounding areas, who
would be interested in running around 5km on a Saturday or Sunday
morning each week please email Laura at laurabloom@btinternet.com or
call/text her on 07801 749802.

COLNE VALLEY

RAILWAY
What's happening in 2018?

We have lots of special events this year with return visits from
Chase and Marshall from Paw Patrol, Peppa Pig, Thomas the Tank
Engine and Colin the Railway Bear. We also have The Gruffalo and
Bing and Flop making their first visits.

Other special events include the Colne Valley at War and the Bus
and Commercial Vehicle Rally.

We will be running our Sunday Luncheon Pullman Dining Trains and

Steam Driving Experiences from April. New for 2018 - Wine &

Dine Evening Pullman Trains and an Evening Murder Mystery
Further information can be found on
www.colnevalleyrailway.co.uk
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PEARTREE
BED & BREAKFAST

Jill & Chris warmly
welcome you to
their 17™ Century
cottage in

Colne Engaine.

Design Advertising Exhibition & Display

mdada

MDA Marketing Services Ltd

We can help you develop

2 double bedrooms plus cosy and secure new business.

sitting room and private facilities.
English or Continental breakfast.
Countryside views & walks.

T: 01787 223348

M: 07919 200646

E: info@peartreebedandbreakfast.co.uk
www.peartreebedandbreakfast.co.uk

Whether it's an update to your
existing identity or a complete
overhaul, we have helped
companies large and small for
over 40 years with all areas of
visual communication.

I need a leaflet Help! We need

designed and

printed. an exhibition need a wee!

M. stand! Tt
My business I need some I need a new

needs an new business
. ‘ company logo
advert. p ‘ 7 ds. ‘ | | designell.

M: 07515 288736
O: 01787 228341
info@blaketreecare.co.uk
www.blaketreecare.co.uk

Providing excellence in;
Tree Felling - Canopy
Reduction - Hedge Cutting : -
Tree Shaping and pruning - Stump Grinding The Design Studio | Oak Road | Little Maplestead

Pollarding - Emergency Storm Damage Halstead Essex CO9 2RT | United Kingdom
Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs T. +44 (0)1787 478372 E. studio@mdamarketing.com

Public Liability Insurance mdamarketing.com




Danny Clandfhield

; Computer trouble?
Carpentry Services

Look no further. Help is at hand!

All Types of Carpentry
work undertaken

GENERAL GEEK

Your IT saviour for home and business!

p

e Virus removal

e Hardware upgrades

¢ Wireless networking

e Help at home or at work
« Backup and data erasure
¢ PC servicing and maintenance
¢ Remote assistance and on-site visits

including

o doors © shatng & architrave »
¢ otchens ¢ bedrooms © staus »
o wood/lamnate Nloces
* deching & external work
* soffits and fascas « mofs

All our advice is free!

Visit General Geek's advice forum on
our website at www.generalgeek.co.uk

Call Danny Clandheld
Pebmars?

on Pebmarsh Engineer 07701 065253 / Office 0800 133 7514

Call us for help. We're here seven days a week!

01787 269049
or 07952 014274 Email for help! support@generalgeek.co.uk
Online help! www.generalgeek.co.uk

HALSTEAD A nCpC

Physietherapy

& Sports Injury Clinic

Back & Neck Pain - Sports Injuries - Whiplash
Arthritic Pain - Muscle & Joint Pain - Headaches & Dizziness
Acupuncture - Sports Massage - Pilates
Bank Building, 2 Market Hill,
Halstead, Essex CO9 2AR

01787 478789

www.halsteadphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk

ALSO AT BRAINTREE & HAVERHILL

R M D Upholstery

All upholstery work undertaken
Modemn and antique
Loosa covers
Curtains

Free estimates

For a rellable and friendly service
Please contact

01787 580272 or

Mobile: 07806 505916

(Sudbury, Suffolk) 0icy

SUDBURY OSTEOPATHS

~

¢

THE PRACTTIONERS
CAROLYN CUDOEFORD. 00
ELTABETM OATES, B prova ) Ont

TREATMENT OF CONDIMONS
NOLJOND

PEADACHLS, SHOULDER Moty
SACK PAN WF Fan

SPORTS USRS, TRAPPED NERVES

REQISTERED SUMA § W FOviOen

Of=ER »EAL ™ NSURERS ACCEFTED

EVENAG L SATUSDAY APPONMENTS

nral s

NGFS-ER LESURE PO
SDORT

MOBILE 97770 74621

HeatingRequirements

Service Repair Landlord Certificate

Installation Breakdown

Tel: 07850035435
01787 228341

www.blakeboilercare.co.uk

r'/‘ blakeboilercare@gmail.com & &

For all your Oil Boiler artd




Christmas Carol Service

The Christmas carol service at St Mary the Virgin Church, Gestingthorpe

PR Building & Carpentry Contractors Ltd
A friendly, honest and reliable service at
competitive rates

/ '\,\

Extensions
Allinternal and external repairs

Repairs and treatment of rotten timber
Property maintenance, including
invisible repairs to walls and cellings

¢ Replacement doors, windows and locks

¢ Sash windows Decorating

¢ Porches and canopies Soffits and fascias including UPVC
¢ Skirting, architraves, dados/picture rails Fencing and sheds

.

*

L

Please contact Paul for a free quotation with no obligation
®01787 580368
Mobile 07811 103062
or e-mailpaulgrutherford@hotmail.com
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Great Maplestead

Activities in February and March will include the WI meeting on the 1
February, the Youth Club on the 7 February, Curry and Cards on 17
February and the great village Jumble Sale on 3 March.

Angela Davis

Our Great Maplestead copy representative, Angela Davis, is moving away,
Ann Harris has kindly offered to take over. Her details are on page 27 We
want to thank Angela for her sterling work for Parish News and wish her
good luck in her move.

Easter

1 April is Easter Day and St Giles Church will be having a service of
communion at 11am instead of the more usual Evensong at 6.30pm

The Maplesteads WI

President Carol Brownlie opened the meeting by welcoming everyone
including our speaker Bob Chaplin and visitors, there were a number of
apologies and birthday flowers were presented. The minutes of the last
meeting and various items of correspondence were read out by Secretary
Janice Chaplin. Carol spoke about our Christmas Party which included the
challenge of building the tallest construction made of marshmallows and
spaghetti which, after much laughter, the team comprising Dorothy
Whyte, Liz Newton, Gill Peskett and Angela Hilton were the winners by
being a smidgeon taller than their nearest rivals!

Carol then introduced Bob Chaplin who began his talk of Fast Women in
Motorsport by saying probably the most famous woman of all time in
motorsport was the cartoon character Penelope Pitstop! Everyone laughed
and looked forward to hearing more. Bob’s excellent photographs showed
us some of the women drivers and their powerful cars that went on to race
in many of the world’s most famous races including the Le Mans 24 hour
race. Over time women overcame discrimination to excel at motorsport,
particularly rallying. After a short question and answer session Jill Newton
gave the vote of thanks and a warm round of applause followed.

Next month’s meeting will be on February 1 2018 and the speaker will be
Gary Egerton who will be speaking on “Looking after VIP’s & Protection”. For
further information please contact Carol Brownlie on 01787 461527.

Anne Fletcher
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' Great Maplestead Jumble Sale '

3pm Saturday 3 March
Great Maplestead Village Hall
Admission 30p
Raffle and Refreshments in aid of the Village Hall

Donations can be delivered to the hall on Thursday 1st March between
9am and 12 noon, Friday 2nd

between 9am and 5pm or on
Saturday morning between 9am L
and noon. I Jumble I

Clothing particularly needed and small
pieces of furniture would be very
welcome.

Contact Diane Smith on 473300 or
Doreen Faulks on 460727 for more
information

Maplestead Youth Club
For all 11 to 16 year olds at secondary school
7pm-9pm 2.00 entry, drinks and snacks available to buy.
Wednesday 7 February - Battle of the bands
Any queries call Myra Jeggo 01787 474285

e Maplestead Curry and Cardg < ]
]l,] Saturday 17 February 2018 7,

Tickete £8 7 for 7.30pm

=

Everyone welcome.

Please bring your own All proceeds to Great

drinks and glasses Maplestead Village Hall

Tickets available from Phili

Gestingthorpe’s Defibrillator

After so many reports in recent Parish News giving updates on the
defibrillator project for Gestingthorpe, it is especially good to report that we
now have a working system and a defibrillator that can be collected in case
of a cardiac emergency from our former telephone box.

The first action that must be taken in any serious emergency is to call 999,
when the answering paramedic will guide the caller through potentially life-
saving actions and will indicate if the defibrillator is likely to be needed.

On Wednesday, 10 January there was a very good turnout of people from
the village to listen to an excellent talk given by Martin Render from the
Community Heartbeat Trust (CHT). One of Martin’s aim was to make us all
aware that the defibrillator can save lives and that it is impossible to use it
inappropriately - the modern machines will not give the shock if the heart
rhythm indicates that it is not necessary.

The CHT has been supporting and helping throughout the project and will
indeed, continue to do so. However, the defibrillator is of no use if there is
no-one present to fetch it, as the victim of sudden cardiac arrest must not
be left alone. We are now in the process of setting up a scheme such as
Pebmarsh has, which will allow
another volunteer to go to the
victim to help. As soon as the
telephone number for that line is
available it will be publicised.

Silas Penfold

In the meantime, the Management
Team would like to express its
thanks once more to all of you who
have made this happen, by your
generous donations and continued
Traditional Trapper - Reliable Local support. We should also remind you

Service that the Gestingthorpe Defibrillator
Fund remains open for continued
maintenance and contingencies,
and also that envelopes are
available from Wendy to ensure
that gifts can be GiftAided. Thank
you all very much.

Mole Catcher

01787 269884
Wendy Jones and the Management

Mobile 07927 893853 Team.

o

Pz [
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Village
broadband.

We use aerials to deliver broadband to rural
areas, bringing your community to life.

©® Superfast speeds up to 32Mb
® Available now - one call!
® Packages from £9.99 per month y
©® Non-invasive installation 5) 4%
® A local company working to improve
your local community %
o

Call 0845 686 5000
today to connect. County

visit www.countybroadband.co.uk for more details Broadband

AK SMITH ANMC

PAINTING &
FHLASIER NG DECORATING
CEILINGS, WALLS, SERVICES

Mr & exterior

FLOORS, OME IMPROVEMENTS
PLASTERBOARDING, o
RENDERING, Kb
O JOB TOO SMALL
COVING £ X0 OBLIGATION GUOTE
FOR REFERENCES SEE G el
www.aksmithplastering.co.uk 3 Pﬁ,“ Cottages,
Kelth 01787 212352 Goatimgrharpa, Halsend
07808 027116 | O ot v B

A MASON DIGGER SERVICES
Landscaping and Groundwork
Garden Clearance
Patics, Paths & Driveways
Footings and Drainage
Sewage Treatment Plants
Soakaways and Ditches Cleaned
Turfing and Tree Removal
Digger and Dumper Hire
Fencing and Gates
Drain Jetting and Inspections

TEL: 01787372431 / MOB: 07879464415
EMAIL: amdiggerservices@aol.com




LPHAMSTONE
Service LLP (0\ viscr HALL ; CAPITAL
HURS T e
Registered MAPLESTEAD Local family business with 35
No VAT Busines e et DRY CLEANING
HALL experience in buslding & renovating| ] LAUNDERERS
If your boiler needs a service BDenovarions and New Buiids & SHOE REPAIRS |
:r bfreal_(s d(:v;r_ll, Bcal_lll a CATHERINE PAWSEY Exrensions and Comversions 11 THE CENTRE - HALSTEAD - ESSEX
rofessional Oil Boiler . . Halstead (01787) 477230
Plombing 4 Neating Work
Engineer who works only with o CORE STRENGTH Eloctrical Work
oil. Backed up with a huge ¢ STABILITY & BALANCE Panting & Decorctng 1
stock of oil boiler spares and ¢ SHAPE & TONE . v ] Same day dl'y Cleanlng
with over 25 years of ® RELIEVES STRESS & TENSION Pesturly : )
R ¢ FLEXIBILITY Roofing 4 Briclorerk - Shoe repairs, laundry
P ) RN N ONE TO ONE CLASSES Wood Burmers & Stoves .
For more information go to @%ﬁgﬁ ALSO AVAILABLE o — and alterations
www.bobsoilboilerservice.co.uk PHONE TO ENROL , - SUITABLE TOR ALL 7846 218192 .
SPACES LIMITED . Q1787 220006 SCIviCces
O.F.T.E.C. Reg Call Bob Adam 0781 L|LI 5 96 8 3 0 b4t
01787 473347 Te——T—— i D A Parking outside

MAPLESEEDS LOGS
BUY BRITISH, BUY LOCAL
GOOD QUALITY, BRITISH

HARDWOOD LOGS

Delrverad 10 you v atther

Ridg%qJ Edwards

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS & BUSINESS ADVISORS

LLP

{

The Maltings, Rosemary Lane, Halstead, Essex, CO9 1HZ Tel: 01787 477183
The Lodge, Beacon End Farmhouse, London Road Stanway, CO3 ONQ Tel: 01206 561173
E-mail: enquiries@r-edwards.com  www.r-edwards.com

- W ° Accounts Preparation . Business Advice
«  LARGE SACK BARROW BAG ©  Audit *  IHT&Estate Planning
| < . Tax Compliance . Profit Improvement Strategies
Vewted bags can be tipped or ig? v bag for your comvenience
° Payroll Bureau o IT Services

Coatacr: Aadsew 07977 469111
Emad lopv@maplesteadiall co uk

Free Initial Consultation

Richard Edwards Group LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, number OC339155.
Registered as auditors and regulated for a range of investment business activities in the United Kingdom by the
Association of Chartered Certified Accountants




Wendy Jones

Our Gestingthorpe distributor and copy representative, Wendy Jones, is
retiring, Andy Craig has kindly offered to take over the copy and The Rev'd
Gay Ellis the distribution. Their details are on pages 26 and 27. We want to
thank Wendy for her sterling work over many years for the Parish News and
wish her good luck in the future.

Spring Craft Fayre. Saturday 24th March 10am - 3pm

Following on from the success and enjoyment of our two Craft Fayres in
2017 we are pleased to present our third Craft Fayre. There will be a wide
selection of stalls from local people displaying and selling their home made
items such as Glass, Painting, Pottery, Cards, Needle Felting, Metal and
Woodworking and Local Honey. Tea, coffee and lovely home-made cakes
will be on sale.

Entrance is free for browsers and customers. Sellers tables are £10 each.
Contact Claire Smith / Andy Craig 01787 469687

Quiz. Friday 13th April 7.30 pm to around 10.30pm

Our ever popular quiz run by quizmaster Chris makes its return. Pit your
wits against other teams in this test of your grey matter. We know this will
be a well-supported fun night so get your table booked as soon as you can!
There will be tables of 6 quizzers but if you don’t have a team of 6 then
never fear as we can team you up with others. A delicious cheeseboard
supper will be provided at ‘half-time’. Tickets £7.50 per person. Contact
Chris Harman 01787 462763.

All proceeds from the above events are for Gestingthorpe Village Hall
Plough Sunday

A special service for Plough Sunday was led by Rev Gay Ellis at Ashley
Cooper's farm in Gestingthorpe on 7 January. About 30 people were present
for a service of hymns and poems, together with a special blessing for one
of Ashley's ploughs and by extension all the farm and garden tools and
machinery in the Benefice. We were privileged to have Rev Malcolm Guite
present, who is both poet and priest (at Girton College, Cambridge), and he
read his own poems, including selections from a sequence inspired by
George Herbert's great hymn Seven whole days, not one in seven, I will
praise Thee. This was one of the special services to mark the agrarian
calendar that have been successfully instigated by Nick and Gay Ellis and it
was especially good to see Nick at the service despite the fact that he has
been seriously unwell and is still convalescing.

Malcolm Guite, (malcolmguite.com) wrote about the Plough Sunday Service
in his weekly column in he Church Times. (where he succeeded the local
author, Ronald Blythe)
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Taking Community Responsibility for the Environment...

Great Maplestead Parish Council is backing an initiative to encourage
parishioners to take personal responsibility for helping to maintain and
improve the local environment.

The aim of this initiative is to demonstrate how small individual actions -
ones that anyone can undertake with only a little amount of effort — can
have a significant impact on improving the environment in which we live.

Here are just a few examples of the sort of things which can make a real
difference:

Picking up Litter:

Although the Task Force undertakes regular Litter Picks during the course of
each year, the sadly inevitable accumulation of rubbish in between times is

SX ‘- :

both unsightly and a hazard to wildlife.

This could be reduced considerably if everyone walking
the local footpaths or roads regularly picked up and &
bagged any odd pieces of litter they saw and put them in
their recycling bins. Taking personal responsibility for » e
such actions would be a tremendous help in minimising K
the worst effects of littering.

Cleaning/Painting Road Signs:

The Council is also looking for volunteers for an Adopt-a-
Sign programme, to be responsible for the occasional
cleaning/painting of a road sign near them. |

Improving the Surroundings:

Late last year the three road-junction triangles in the
village were ‘adopted’ by volunteers who offered to keep
these essentially public spaces tidy and prevent them
becoming neglected.

This has already seen positive benefits for the village - the Church Street
triangle has been planted with crocuses and its

| 7 < . various items of furniture cleaned and varnished

[ ..~ whilst the Barretts Hall triangle has also been

L. mowed and tidied.

- ,_ Elsewhere, volunteers will shortly be planting
. flowers around the Children’s Play Area, to create
a more environmentally-friendly border.

i The Council is encouraging people to act as
Community Custodians and take pride in
participating in initiatives such as those outlined
* above to benefit the local environment.
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Gestingthorpe

Activities in February, March and April will include the Tuesday talk on 20
February, the Spring Craft Fayre on the 24 March and the ever popular quiz
on the 13 April

Parish Council vacancy
There is a vacancy on the Parish Council which will be filled by Co-option.

If anyone is interested, please contact the Clerk on 01787 379606 or any
Gestingthorpe Councillor for further information.
Strimming/mowing work - Gestingthorpe playing field

Due to the current contractor not continuing with this work, the Parish
Council are looking for someone to take on the work. Any new contractor
will need to have public liability insurance. Please contact the Clerk on
01787 379606 or any Gestingthorpe Parish Councillor, for further
information.

Tuesday Talk

GESTINGTHORPE VILLAGE HALL

proudly present a ‘Tuesday Talk’ in the Village Hall

A Cornish
Folklore Evening

Given by Mike Hall - including a film showing
of the ‘Mousehole Cat’ set for stage & with music too!

Cornwall, with its
The Mousehole Cat beautiful coastline, is a
county full of legends and
myths, which stir the
imagination and colour
its history.

Hear a few of its tales and
watch a film of the story
of the ‘Mousehole Cat’ set
for the stage - and with
music too!

Can a cat really bring
calm to a storm?
Come along and see this
Cornish production.

You will be surprised!

The charge for the evening will be £5 per person to include a glass of wine on
arrival and proceeds will be for the ongoing maintenance of the village hall.

To book your place please call either

Chris Harman on 01787 462763 or Andy Craig on 01787 469687

Tuesday 20th February at 7:30pm

Our series of Tuesday Talks
continues with Mike Hall who will,
following from his move to Essex
from Cornwall, talk about Cornish
folklore, myths and legends.
Cornwall is a county full of legends
and myths which stir the
imagination and colour its history.
Hear a few of Cornwall’s tales and
watch a film of the story of The
Mousehole Cat that was set for the
stage and with music too.

The talk will be on Tuesday 20
February at 7.30pm in the village
hall.

Tickets (including a drink on arrival)
are only £5.

Contact Chris Harman 01787
462763.
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Happy Children
Inspiring Education
Exceptional Results

+ Brand new Nursery building
opened September 2017

+ 29 scholarships, awards and
11+ places were awarded to
the 28 children in Year 6 for
2017/18 Year 7 places

+ Specialist music teaching for
all children from Nursery to
Year 6 - nearly 90% of our
Year 3-6 children learn an
instrument in school

St. Margarets

Preparatory School

Gosfield Hall Park, Gosfield, Essex CO9 1SE

01787 472134

www.stmargaretsprep.com
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