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Village contacts and information 
Reverend Beverley Vincent and the churchwardens on page 40. 
Village Emergency Telephone Service and Neighbourhood Watch representatives see page 39. 
Magazine copy see page 8. 
Parish Clerks 
Gt Maplestead Ann Crisp 01787 460216 anncrisp@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Lt Maplestead Paula Sillett 07975 571253 littlemaplesteadparishclerk@gmail.com 
Gestingthorpe Kevin B Money 07810 781509 gestingthorpepc@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh Shelley Boydell 07927 775989 pebmarshparishclerk@gmail.com 
The Maplesteads 
The Maple Leaves Angela Davis 01787 236007 angeladavis99@outlook.com 
WEA Jill Newton 01787 463893 gilliannnewton4@gmail.com 
Autumn Show Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com 
Gt Maplestead 
Task Force Dave Pike 07885 788855 davepike@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Village Hall Liz Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com 
Playing Field Joe Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com 
Mixed Ability Yoga Victoria Ashworth 07751 911923 justinashworth@hotmail.co.uk 
Dance & Keep Fit Judy Cowell 01376 561757 judy.cowell@btinternet.com 
Carpet Bowls Janice Chaplin 01787 469600 bobandjanicechaplin@btinternet.com 
Gestingthorpe 
Village Hall Steve Bagby 07840 367182 
Village amenities Nick Duncan 01787 313558 
Tower bell ringing Valerie Fullman 01787 462755 
Cricket Club Chris Ponty 07494 883632 
Football Club 
Fun Fit Fab Nic Smith 07908 445239 nicsmithpe@gmail.com 
History Society Gill Webb 01787 581836 gillwebb880@gmail.com 
Book Club Penny Bagby 07840 367172 pbagby1@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh 
Village Hall Jonathan Nott 01787 269231 jonathannott44@hotmail.com 
Dog Training Halstead Dog Club 01787 473154 halsteaddogclub@hotmail.co.uk 
Card making Pauline Andow 01787 228790 
Ladies Club Pauline Andow 01787 228790 
 Sandra Beaney 01787 222220 
Carpet bowls Jim Crayston 01787 222241 jim@craystonfarms.co.uk 
Youth club Carol Parker 01787 269996 taximother@googlemail.com 
Baby Sensory Class Helen Whiting 07703 790273 braintree@babysensory.co.uk 
Footpaths 
Gt Maplestead Steve Harris 01787 462818 steveharris@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Lt Maplestead Geraldine Holloway 01787 476530 geraldineholloway2017@gmail.com 
Gestingthorpe Penny Bagby 07840 367172 pbagby1@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh Michael Sharp 07725 909986 michael@broomhills-farm.co.uk 
All villages 
Book Club Alison Cantor 01787 462537 acantor56@outlook.com 
Knitting group Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com 
Handbell Ringing Margaret Crudgington 01787 476259  
Benefice Choir Gill Peskett 01787 462786 gillpeskett43@gmail.com 
Scouts Stuart Carter 01787 461149 
Guides Kathy Hoy 01787 280200 
Molly’s Wood  https://www.mollyswood.org/contact 
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Otter’s Jotter! 

Welcome to October!  A huge thank you to all those who have 
been in touch in respect of advertising and ideas following our 
call for help last month.  We would like to keep the ideas coming 
and if anyone would like to volunteer a few hours a week to 
make phone calls to those who advertise in other village mags - 
we would welcome you to our wonderfully friendly and 
enthusiastic team. 

As always, big thanks to all our Village Reps - whether collating information to 
send, delivering to the homes, uploading onto websites or eagerly awaiting a 
meet up (which I have promised for ages!)   
A quick reminder to have a flick back at last months details showing that the 
F315 Bus Service is under threat of being withdrawn. The consultation is 
open only until 5th October, on the Essex County Council website, please make 
your views known. https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/iptu/2023/ 
There are lots of events coming up in each of the Parishes, from history talks and 
village walks; craft fairs to quiz nights and fundraisers too.   
The Pet Service on the 15th October at Great Maplestead is in my diary, having 4 
dogs, 2 cats and many fish in the pond, I will choose carefully as who who I bring 
along to represent our household of animals!   
Enjoy your October, half term will no doubt mark the start of our fires and 
heating being put on! Last chance for the chimney to be swept! 
I’m off to make that call!  Have a good month and keep in touch! 
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Letter from the Reverend Beverley Vincent 

The passing of time is never more evident than in the changing of the 
seasons, autumn is looming and often signified by changing our clocks from 
British Summer Time back to Greenwich Mean Time. The transient pleasure 
of an extra hour in bed on a Saturday night is quickly replaced with the 
reality of nights drawing in. 

When I was a child, I struggled to understand both how and why we 
changed the clocks twice a year. How could we alter time? Wasn’t time – 
just time? How could we mess about with it, and decide that what one day 
was 8am was now 7am? Did it really matter that in the summer it could be 
light until nearly 10pm – wouldn’t 9pm do?  
  
The idea of time as something that could be manipulated and shifted 
baffled me. It wasn’t until I was much older that I understood that the 
whole notion of measuring and naming ‘time’ was a human invention. 
Calendars (for reckoning intervals of time) and clocks (for measuring its 
passage) have a long history. The first calendars were lunar, and there’s 
evidence of them as long as 6,000 years ago. The first clocks were a form 
of sundial, found in Egypt. Clearly humans have long felt the need to track 
the passage of time.   
  
From a human perspective, time is linear and goes in one direction. But 
what is time like for God? Christians believe that God stands outside of 
time. There was never a time when God wasn’t, and there will never be a 
time when God isn’t. As creatures living in time and subject to it, this is 
incredibly difficult for us to get our heads around.  
  
In the New Testament the apostle Peter puts it like this:  But do not ignore 
this one fact, dear friends, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like one day. (2 Peter 3:8). From the 
perspective of God’s realm of eternity, time looks very different.  
As we follow Jesus we have the promise of eternity, the German theologian 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer as a prisoner of war wrote: “What remains for us is only 
the very narrow path, sometimes barely discernible, of taking each day as if 
it were the last and yet living it faithfully and responsibly as if there were 
yet to be a great future.” 

Let us then take each day as it comes, grateful for the promise it holds and 
look forward to the timeless future where the light of 
Christ shows us the way. 

Reverend Beverley 
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Hedingham Medical Centre 

The Castle Hedingham surgery: 01787 461465. The surgery is open from 
11.00 - 13.00 and 14.00 - 18.00 Monday to 
Friday to collect pre-ordered prescriptions. 
Their website is www.hedmed.co.uk. 
Out-of-hours appointments will be available 
from 6.30pm to 8pm on weekdays, and from 
9am to 5pm on Saturdays. 
An out-of-hours appointment might not be at your regular GP surgery. 

Hedingham Heritage Society 
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 The F315 Local Bus Service  

F315 Sudbury to Halstead / Halstead to 
Sudbury - Operated by Essex & Suffolk 
DaRT.   
Flat Fare:  £3 Single, £5 Return (between 
any two stops).  Concessionary bus passes 
are accepted after 0900 Monday to Friday.   
For more information 01621 874410 / 
01621 874411  
or info@essexandsuffolkdart.co.uk 

The consultation on the fate of the F315 Bus Service ends on 5th October 2023, 
so it’s only a few days away as you read this.  Please go to the Essex County 
Council website, and make your views known. This is a lifeline service to so many 
in the Parishes. 
https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/iptu/2023/ 
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F315 Bus Service Under Threat – Have Your Say… 
 
The local F315 bus service is an important link to the outside world for 
residents with little or no access to private transport and who need to 
travel out of their villages for personal, social or work purposes. 
 
Essex County Council is currently reviewing the future of its bus service 
provision, undertaking a Public Consultation into a strategy for ‘Supported Local 
Bus Services 2024–2028’. 
 
The Consultation covers three service groups, based on passenger volumes: 

o The vast majority of services, where there will be no changes until at 
least 2028. 

o An ‘At Risk’ group, which ECC will support until at least 2026 but where 
passenger numbers will need to increase. 

o A ‘Low Use’ group, which appears not to be meeting local needs and 
therefore faces either major changes or a complete withdrawal. 

 
The F315 on-demand service between Halstead and 
Sudbury, that visits all the main villages in the four 
parishes covered by this magazine, is considered to be 
in the ‘Low Use’ group and is being proposed for 
withdrawal. A possible alternative, Braintree’s Dart3 
service, is also under threat – as can be seen from the 
Strategy Document extract below: 

 

 
 
Some of the villages in Braintree District are already designated as ‘Tier 3’ in 
BDC’s Local Plan, meaning they are in a ‘deprived area’ of the rural district and 
therefore ‘unsustainable through a lack of social infrastructure’. Loss of the F315 
service will only make this situation worse – with a resulting adverse impact on 
many parishioners.  
 
Contrary to the Government’s ‘Levelling-Up’ agenda, withdrawing the bus 
service will inevitably: 

o restrict any future local village demographics just to car owners 
o be a disincentive for some families looking to move into the area 
o increase the number and frequency of car journeys, substituting for those 

that would have been undertaken by bus 
o have a greater detrimental effect on local air quality and consequently the 

rural environment in general 
o be a potential rationale for reducing the gritting of local roads in winter 

 
The Public Consultation is open until 5th October 2023. Have your say by 
completing the survey on-line – go to the ECC website and search for ‘2023 Bus 
Consultation’. 
 
Hard copies of the survey document can be obtained by contacting: 
passenger.transport@essex.gov.uk 

mailto:info@essexandsuffolkdart.co.uk
https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/iptu/2023/


Nature Notes  

Page  of 
7 36
 

Nature Notes 

Out walking in the Patch recently with a friend when he declared ‘Cormorant’! I 
looked up and just glimpsed the rapidly 
departing subject. At home, I saw that I 
had only once seen one of these large, 
fish-eating birds in the area in the last 
seven years, this on a farm pond in Great 
Maplestead in May 2020. They are 
common birds on the coast, and inland 
on large bodies of fresh water – one of 
the largest colonies of inland breeding 
birds in Britain is at Abberton reservoir. 

They are a very successful species, found world-wide except for South America 
and most of North America, the exception there being the far Northeast of Canada. 
In China they are captured alive, their throats are gently restricted (I know, it 
seems cruel) and the birds released into the water with a string on the leg. After 
a successful dive the bird is retrieved, unharmed, the fish is stolen (some 
astonishingly large) and the process repeated. Human ingenuity – I suspect the 
cormorant gets a sardine or two for its trouble to keep it working! 

Have you heard the tawny owls recently? They are calling incessantly; at night, 
early in the morning, and I have even heard one in the middle of the day. A very 
busy period in owl society. 

The most exciting moth event of the year occurred 
on the evening of 6th/7th September when I found a 
large, completely unexpected, beautiful specimen of 
Catocala fraxini, otherwise known as the Blue 
Underwing. It is categorised as a recent colonist, 
immigrant, and former resident. In Essex, it was 
considered a rare vagrant until quite recently, but is 
now being seen a little more regularly. 

It is a large moth with a wingspan approaching four inches, quite unremarkable 
with the wings folded but with a spectacular hindwing; black with a broad curved 
violet blue band and a white fringe. The name Catocala comes from the Greek 
meaning ‘beautiful below’, in reference to the hindwing; the fraxini part comes 
from the Latin name for ash trees, as it was thought the caterpillar fed on them. 
Actually, the caterpillar feeds on Aspen and other poplars, but the name can’t be 
changed now. Just a small mistake by the great Systematist, Carl Linnaeus, the 
founder of the binomial system for naming all plants and animals back in the 
1750’s. 

Do look this moth up on norfolkmoths.co.uk or ukmoths.org.uk, it’s a cracker. The 
flight period is late August until early October, so they could be in your garden too. 

Patch Patroller 



Gardening Corner 
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From the Gardens of Easton Lodge 
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The Maplesteads  
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The Maplesteads Autumn Show 
 
A very successful Autumn Show was held on 9th September in Great 
Maplestead Village Hall, which was ablaze with flowers; there was also 
plentiful fruit, vegetables, cakes and preserves. 
 
The handicraft section was well supported, with some wonderful items on 
display. The men excelled with their Swiss rolls and the many of the 
children’s efforts were amazing. 
 
The judges were very impressed with the overall standard of the entries. 
 
In the evening the bar did a roaring trade, serving beer and wine as well 
as hot sausage rolls, which proved very popular – even though it was one 
of the hottest evenings of the year! Fortunately, ice creams were also 
available to help people cool off! 
 
Jill Newton and Gill Peskett presented the various trophies to the prize 
winners, who were: 
 
Flower Cup – Denise O’Connell 
Novice Cup – Paula Sillett 
Vegetable Cup – Dorothy Weight 
Flower Arrangers Cup – Philippa Mills 
Domestic Cup – Liz Newton 
Dolly Argent Craft Cup – Alison Davis 
Maplestead Flower Show Trophy – Liz Newton 
Men’s Challenge Cup – Keith Sheffle 
Young Growers Cup – Phoebe George-Jeggo 
Children up to 8 years – Dorothy Self 
Children over 8 years – Arabella Self 
Photographic Trophy – Alex Taylor 
Tallest Sunflower – Ann Harris and Lyn Haylock 
People’s Choice Favourite Bloom – Liz Newton 
 
The committee would like to congratulate all the winners and thank both 
villages for their involvement and support. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all again next year! 
 
The Autumn Show Committee 
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The Maple Leaves present… 
 

…an entertaining evening in Great Maplestead 
Village Hall, with interesting tales of 

 
Thursday 5th October 

*Membership is £20/year. To join contact Angela Davis : 01787 236 007 or come to an event 
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St. Giles Church 

Great Maplestead 

Pet Service

 
Sunday 15th October 

at 3.00pm 
Outside – weather permitting 

 
If you are a cat or a dog, a bird or a fish  

A human a rabbit or even a mouse 

You are all part of God’s creation and He welcomes you 
to his house. 

 

If your pet is too shy, or you are worried about bringing 
them to the service, bring a photograph instead. 
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Steve White
Electrical Services

Part P Electrical Installer
Fully Qualified, Insured and Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
01787 281254 or 07920 841041

Extra sockets/lights
      Fault finding/repairs
                 Fuse board changes
                           Outside power to garden/garage
                                       Power showers
                                                  Immersion heaters

Pro  Professional Pest Control  
 Great Maplestead 
 
Fast and Reliable Service – Fully Qualified BPCA - NPTC  
Established for 26 years  –  Treatments Guaranteed 
 
Our services cover a whole range of pests including 
Wasps – Hornets – Ants – Fleas – Rats – Mice – Moles  
 

 

Contact Paul on 01787 462939 – Mobile 07715421463 

 



Little Maplestead 
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Jean Cooper
Short Stay Self Catering Accommodation

Motts Garden, School Road, Little Maplestead, Halstead, Essex, CO9 2RY

01787 473 737
07754 692 778
Email: info@theretreatselfcatering.co.uk
Web: www.theretreatselfcatering.co.uk

RetreatThe

The Retreat
Jean Cooper

Short Stay Self Catering Accommodation

Motts Garden, School Road, Little Maplestead, Halstead, Essex, CO9 2RY

01787 473 737
07754 692 778

Email: info@therestreatselfcatering.co.uk
Web: www.theretreatselfcatering.co.uk

RetreatThe

Craft Fair 16th September – The Round Church 

We were blessed with wonderful sunny weather 
for our Annual Craft Fair. There was a variety of 
local craft stalls and our kind neighbours 
supplied an enormous selection of incredible 
homemade cakes.  

Those who came said what a lovely event it was 
as they did some early shopping for Christmas 
and then basked in the sunshine with tea and 
cake. We raised just over £1,100 for our Church 
which is much appreciated. I must add that one 
of the stalls run by local author Julia Stone also 
raised £112 for the Foodbank which was 
amazing and an added bonus.  

I would like to thank our team of hard-working volunteers for all they do to 
make this happen and thanks to those of you who turned up to support us. 
Nothing can happen without the support of the community, and we had a 
brilliant day.          Jane  

 

Grounded – A talk by local author James Canton about his latest book. 
Tuesday October 17th at 7pm at The Round Church. Tickets are £5 and 
include a free glass of wine, tea or coffee, with all money raised going to 
the Church. See the poster for more information. 
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● All Plumbing work undertaken
● Boiler Installation, Services & Repairs
● Complete Bathroom Fitting services

Tel: 01787 229151 ● Mob: 07818 636203

191482
OF BURES, SUFFOLK

The copy deadline for the July/August 2023 magazine is Friday 23 June 2023 
Submit your copy early to guarantee inclusion. Email me or our village reps. 

Copy 
Editor Nic Coppen 07743 816725 nicola.coppen@live.co.uk 
Gestingthorpe Andy Craig 07970 395640 andy@mdamarketing.com 
Gt Maplestead Ann Harris 01787 462818 ann66harris@gmail.com 
Little Maplestead Jenny Bishop 07906 083999 pmeditor@icloud.com 
Pebmarsh Luke Brown 07919 375341 lhwbrown@hotmail.co.uk

Parish News is printed by  
Paul Clark Printing Ltd 

Suite 6 . Enterprise House . 
Rippers Court . Sible Hedingham 

Halstead . Essex . CO9 3PY  

01787 469628  
sales@paulclarkprint.co.uk

The copy deadline for the November 2023 magazine is Friday 20 October 2023 
We need to know who, what, where and when ……………. 

Submit your copy early to guarantee inclusion. Email me or our village reps. 

Copy 
Editor Nic Coppen 07743 816725 nicola.coppen@live.co.uk 
Gestingthorpe Andy Craig 07970 395640 andy@mdamarketing.com 
Gt Maplestead Steve Harris 01787 462818 steve198harris@gmail.com 
Little Maplestead Jenny Bishop 07906 083999 pmeditor@icloud.com 
Pebmarsh Luke Brown 07919 375341 lhwbrown@hotmail.co.uk

mailto:steve198harris@gmail.com
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LUXSTONE
We hand carve anything in stone

Unit 4 Stour Valley Business Centre,
Brundon Lane,

Sudbury, CO10 7GB
T: 01787371570    E: info@neilluxton.co.uk

www.luxstone.co.uk

Standard & Bespoke 
Memorials

Renovations
Kitchens & Bathrooms

Carving – Signs
Courses in Letter Cutting 

and Carving
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Paul the Sweep
paul.wheatley@live.co.uk

01787 258021
07775 334272

Professional 
Chimney Sweep

Wood Burners, Open Fires, 
Stoves, Boilers, Inglenook, 

Multi Fuel
Fully insured, certificates Fully insured, certificates 

issued

Bob Chaplin 
Qualified 

Electrical and Fire 
Technician 

Electrical work 
Security Lighting 

Domestic  
and  

Commercial Fire 
Detection 

07795 170644 
01787 469600 
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         Specialising in extensions and alterations 
       Architectural design, structural engineering & planning services 

 

                            

                                                                             01787 460980 

         www.stgreenbuilders.co.uk    info@stgreenbuilders.co.uk   
 
 

Extensions – Alterations 
Conversions – Restorations 

Groundworks – Drainage 
Carpentry – Brickwork 

Roofing 
 
 
 
 
 

kksdlksldnls 
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Preparing Preparing 
your child for your child for 
a bright futurea bright future
We are an independent co-educational 
school for ages 2 to 11, where happy 
children make excellent progress. 
Contact us to book your personal tour 
of our wonderful school.

Rated ‘EXCELLENT’ in all areas by

w: stmargaretsprep.com

Hall Drive, Gosfield, Halstead, 
Essex CO9 1SE

admissions@stmargaretsprep.com
01787 273 050
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Richard Edwards Group is the trading name of RE Group Accountants Limited registered in England and Wales, 
number 11895214. Registered office The Maltings, Rosemary Lane, Halstead, Essex, CO9 1HZ  

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS & BUSINESS ADVISORS 
The Maltings, Rosemary Lane, Halstead, Essex, CO9 1HZ Tel: 01787 477183 

The Lodge, Beacon End Farmhouse, London Road Stanway, CO3 0NQ Tel: 01206 561173 
E-mail: enquiries@r-edwards.com      www.r-edwards.com 

 Accounts Preparation   Business Advice 

 Audit  IHT & Estate Planning  

 Tax Compliance  Profit Improvement Strategies 

 Payroll Bureau & AE Services  IT Services 

Guiding you through these challenging times  
We offer a free Initial Consultation at either of our offices 
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Gestingthorpe 
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Gestingthorpe Educational Foundation 
Do you live in the ancient parish of Gestingthorpe?  

You could get a grant 

Grants are awarded to support a broad range of educational activities such as 
coaching, school trips and uniform, tools, musical instruments, tuition, exam 

fees and sports lessons.  

Find out how to apply from the Secretary, Jane Crumpton-Taylor, Pot Kilns, Pot 
Kiln Chase, Gestingthorpe, CO9 3BH, or jane@crumpton-taylor.com  or 01787 

460277 or 07491 690510  

Your application must be received in writing (email is fine)  by Thursday 12th 
October 2023 and will be considered at the next Trustee meeting on Tuesday 

17th October 2023 
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Gestingthorpe 
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Gestingthorpe Coffee Mornings 

If you haven’t yet been to a coffee morning; please come along.  If you are in 
Gestingthorpe and you don’t want to walk along the roads please give Chris or 
Rose a call on 01787 462763 who would be happy to give you a lift to the 
village hall. 

Funds raised at our coffee mornings (with the exception of 29th September) go 
towards the upkeep and running of our village hall. 

Village Emergency Telephone Service (VETS) 

VETS provide support when a defibrillator is required although the first 
action must be a 999 call. The telephone numbers of the village VETS are: 
Little Maplestead 01787 852252 
Gestingthorpe 01787 852850 
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Pebmarsh 

Pebmarsh Church Warden’s Report	
September was a very busy 
month for everyone, with many 
people taking their holidays after 
the hot weather and travel 
disruptions.		The two weddings at 
Pebmarsh went well and both 
with sunny days, albeit a bit hot 
on the 8th September. It is a 
special privilege to welcome and 
help those who choose to use 
the church for family occasions.	

With the build up to our concert 
currently underway I have had 
fun showing the children from 
Pebmarsh School around the 
church and introducing them to 
Sir William Fitzralph. The school 
emblem is an image of the brass 
from the church. They have 
learnt a lot about not only the 
brass and the knight but our 
building and how it is used.  The 
older children asked many good 
questions including how long it 
took to build the tower. We were 
able to teach them about the 
construction and they helped to date it. The estimate was 12 years by 
looking for what are called the lifts. This is the sections of the flint work 
which could only be laid to a certain height each year, so it didn’t collapse 
before the lime mortar cured.	 	The younger children were fascinated by the 
bats that live in our church and the youngest class wanted to know when 
we fed Sir Fitzralph and were we going to dig him up. 

They have produced an exhibition for our concert and hopefully it will still 
be in place for a few days for anyone who could not be with us on the day.	
My thanks go to Ashley Cooper for his talk and Choir for Hire and the 
people who helped make it a special afternoon.		Thank you to everyone that 
has supported us with this event, it’s been quite a lot of work and we can 
only run events like this if people attend.	
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 Pebmarsh Church Warden’s Report (cont)	

Our rounders match raised £80.00 for the church and my thanks goes to 
Laura McGlashan and Mark Harrington for organising it.	
 	
The Harvest service took place on the 17th September and the team of 
church flower arrangers produced some beautifully arrangements once 
again.	
The schools Harvest service will take place on the 28th September 
at 9.30am	
 	
Dates for your diary	
8th October at 9.30 am Holy Communion at Pebmarsh	
22nd October at 11 am Morning Worship at Pebmarsh	
 	
Sarah Burgess, Church Warden. 

 Pebmarsh Youth Club 

After a long summer holiday break, our youth club opened its doors again 
at the beginning of September. Over the next 3 months, we have plenty of 
exciting things planned and booked, including our annual outing to 
Braintree Click & Climb. 

We would like to welcome Jos and Arline, our two new volunteers - both 
ladies have a wealth of experience and have already suggested great ideas 
to support our youngsters.  

Sadly, we have had to say farewell to a couple of children which will be 
greatly missed; we wish them the best of luck for their next venture. Due 
to high demand and limited hall space, we do operate a waiting list, 
however, please feel free to pop along and speak to one of our leaders if 
you wanted your child to join. 

Pebmarsh Youth club commences every other Thursday in the 
Village Hall, for children age 8-13 years, 6.30pm- 8.30pm. 

Finally we would like to thank the organisers of the event "A bit of a Do", 
who have kindly donated £300 to our club and many thanks to Paula, who 
donated £320 from the music record sale of the late Susie Daws (Susie 
would be happy knowing, that she helped the children of Pebmarsh).  
 
Carol & Mandy  
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HEIDI'S NATURE CORNER FROM OAK FARM, PEBMARSH 

Hedgehogs are new to our 
garden, we’d never seen one 
in the 30+ years we’ve lived 
he re bu t sudden ly th i s 
summer we are having at 
least two different Hedgehogs 
visit every night getting in the 
garden through a hole they 
made under the fence. A trail 
cam is the perfect way to see 
what’s happening In your 
garden overnight and I have 
l o t s o f v i d e o s o f t h e 
hedgehogs antics including 
sitting in their water dish to eat from their food dish. 

If the dog is out late he often comes across them in the garden and one 
night I came out to see him tucking into the Hedgehog food beside a 

Hedgehog who was happily eating 
beside him. Luckily he’s not overly 
interested in them, more the cat food 
(wet & dry) that I put out every 
night. 

In the early hours one morning we 
heard something rattling the dog flap, 
we got up and opened the door only 
for one of the Hedgehogs to fall down 
the step into the kitchen. A quick 
search for gloves followed and we 
moved it back up the garden and off 
it trotted. 

I’d highly recommend a trail cam if you’re interested in seeing what comes 
in your garden, they don’t have to be expensive and I know several people 
in the village use them in their gardens, you might be surprised by what 
you see. 
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Pebmarsh Village Hall - What’s On? 

  
For any further information on any of our club activities or to book the hall 
for an event / party please contact Kelly Thompson by 
emailing pebmarshvillagehall@gmail.com or calling 07919 897592

Neighbourhood Watch representatives  

Gestingthorpe Helen Skerratt 01787 237297 
Great Maplestead Ian Johnson 01787 461109 
Little Maplestead Bill Piper 01787 473933 
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Mondays Dog Training 
Club

1715 – 
2100

Wendy Beard  
07305 195560

Tuesdays Pilates & 
Yoga

0945 - 
1030

Jade Gooding 
https://
pilatesandyogawithjade.com
/

Ladies Club 1300 – 
1500

Every 2nd Tuesday in the Hall 
Sandra Beaney

Community 
Outreach  
Post Office

1400 – 
1600

Every Tuesday in the 
Committee Room

***NEW*** Pizza on the 
Green

1700 – 
2000

Every 3rd Tuesday in the 
village hall car park

Wednesday Adult Dance 
Exercise 
Class

1900 – 
2000

Kim Richardson 
dance.kimrichardson@gmail.
com

Thursday “Move Me” 
Exercise 
Class

0915 – 
1000

jennyjenkins247@gmail.com

Art Group 1100 – 
1600

Sue Burgess  
07443 537569

Youth Club 1830 – 
2030

Every other week 
Carol Parker

Fridays Life Drawing 
Art Club

1000 – 
1200

Glynis Hughes

Dog Training 1900 – 
2130

Wendy Beard

mailto:pebmarshvillagehall@gmail.com
https://pilatesandyogawithjade.com/
mailto:dance.kimrichardson@gmail.com
mailto:jennyjenkins247@gmail.com


Parish Council Websites 

Gestingthorpe www.gestingthorpepc.co.uk 
Great Maplestead www.greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Little Maplestead www.littlemaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Pebmarsh www.parishcouncil.pebmarsh.com  
 

Local & National Authority Representatives 

Essex County Council 
Councillor Peter Schwier - cllr.peter.schwier@essex.gov.uk  
Braintree District Council www.braintree.gov.uk 
Great and Little Maplestead 
Councillor Peter Schwier - cllr.pschwier@braintree.gov.uk 
Gestingthorpe  
Councillor Wendy Scattergood - cllr.wscattergood@braintree.gov.uk 
Pebmarsh 
Councillor George Courtauld- cllr.gcourtauld@braintree.gov.uk 
Councillor Gabrielle Spray - cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk 
Westminster - James Cleverly MP - james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk 
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The Friends of Pebmarsh Church 
Registered Charity # 1184947  

2023 Raffle 
“Help save our Church” 

WIN THIS 

Wheelbarrow of Wine 
On display at The Kings Head, Pebmarsh 

Including the quality wheelbarrow (kindly donated by Build Base Hadleigh ) 
  30 + bottles of quality wine & spirits (inc. some rare vintages) 

2nd Prize: A wicker hamper of wine. 
3rd. Prize: A Magnum of quality Champagne 

To be drawn Fri. 1st December in The Kings Head, Pebmarsh 
Just £1:00 a ticket / £5:00 a book from behind the bar 

Or From John 269182 - Keepers Cottage, Pebmarsh 
All proceeds just go towards maintenance & repair of Pebmarsh Church.  

Licenced by Braintree District Council 

http://greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk
http://littlemaplesteadpc.co.uk
http://parishcouncil.pebmarsh.com
mailto:cllr.peter.schwier@essex.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.wscattergood@braintree.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk
mailto:james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk


The Reverend Beverley Vincent 

The Rectory khvicar@gmail.com 07944 200132            
Church Street   01787 460273 
Great Maplestead   
Halstead, CO9 2RG  
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The Churchwardens serving our Benefice are
Great Maplestead Paula Sillett 

Denise O’Connell
07975 571253 
07795 170048

sillett92@gmail.com 
niciedenise@gmail.com

Little Maplestead

Gestingthorpe Alice Nolda 
Peter Nice

01787 469688 
01787 460126

- 
peter.427nice@btinternet.com

Pebmarsh Jim Crayston 
Sarah Burgess

07957 870340 
01787 269092

jim@craystonfarms.co.uk 
sarahburgess@btinternet.com

1st 9.30am Holy Communion Great Maplestead
9.30am Morning Prayer Gestingthorpe
12.00 md Harvest Lunch Little Maplestead

8th 09.30am Holy Communion Pebmarsh
11.00am Holy Communion Gestingthorpe
10.30am Café Church Great Maplestead

15th 10.00am Benefice Holy 
Communion

Little Maplestead

3.00pm Pet Service Great Maplestead

18th 10.00am BCP Holy Communion Gestingthorpe

22nd 9.30am Holy Communion Great Maplestead
9.30am Morning Prayer Little Maplestead
11.00am Morning Worship Pebmarsh
4.00pm Compline Gestingthorpe

29th 10.30am Halstead Team Service St. Catherine’s, Gosfield

Church Services around our Parishes 

mailto:sillett92@gmail.com
mailto:niciedenise@gmail.com
mailto:peter.427nice@btinternet.com
mailto:jim@craystonfarms.co.uk
mailto:sarahburgess@btinternet.com
mailto:khvicar@gmail.com

