
Cllr Harris Report/Action Plan – January 2023 
 

Communications 
 

1. Website/Facebook 
 

 Report/Review: 
 

 The Council’s website continues to be a valuable source of local information. 

 Averaged across the whole of 2022, unique visitors to the site were over 960 and 
it was visited just under 1455 times each month. 

 As the chart below shows, after a slight decline in activity during 2021 following 6 

years of successive growth in visitor numbers and site visits since the Council 

took control of the website, 2022 saw visitor and visit numbers back up to 

2020 levels and page viewings at a pre-pandemic level: 

 

 Some of the reasons for this may be that: 

1. A greater number of village events took place during 2022 than in the 

previous year; this in turn meant that there was more frequent updating of 

event information on the site, which is one of the main visitor attractors. 

2. Special pages created for the Cost of Living Support Group and the 

Queen’s funeral were an additional source of interest and reference, as 

was the news about the Playing Field development and lottery win. 

 The Council’s Facebook page has continued to prove a valuable asset during the 

year, in particular its link with the village’s Maplestead Mates page enabling 
important information to be quickly and widely distributed across the parish. 

 Unfortunately, recent changes to Facebook mean that only information about the 

last 90 days activity can now be accessed. However, during the last 3 months, 

15 separate posts were made on the Council’s page, reaching 1999 people, each 

post reaching around 133 people on average. 

 The top post by reach was the Maple Lodge pond clearance (366); the post 

with the least interest shown was the news about Essex County Council’s 

research ‘to explore the experience of individuals and households in the rural 

areas of Braintree district’ (61). 

 As would be expected, many more saw the Council’s posts on the 490-member 

Maplestead Mates village Facebook group – there the same 15 posts reached 

3276 people, with the top one being the Christmas Walk (354; 72%) and the 
lowest the ECC research (166; 34%). 

 The demographic of the Council’s Facebook followers is 71% women/21% men. 

 

 Action Plan: 
 

 Regular updating of the website and associated links will continue in 2023. 

 The Council’s Facebook page will continue to carry links to the website when more 

in-depth information than can sensibly be carried on Facebook needs to be 
communicated, in order to bring it to the widest possible attention. 



 
 

2. Council Information Leaflets 
 

 Action Plan: 
 

 Emergency Information: 

o Agree and submit current content (below) to BDC by end of January 

o Agree new content for update subsequent to the May PC election. 

 

 ‘Become a Councillor’: 

o Agree to produce a new version of the previously-issued recruitment 

leaflet (below), for either physical or on-line distribution. 

o Review/amend content prior to, and sign-off at, the next meeting. 

 

 

  



 
 

3. E-newsletter (Maplestead Magna Carta) 
 

 Action Plan: 
 

 Issue 48 is scheduled for publication on w/c 30th January 2023 (tbc). 

 Editorial content for this issue is suggested to include: 
 

o Budget Decisions/Effects: 

 County/Parish 

o County/District news 

o Playing Field - work schedule 

o Planning updates 

o Forthcoming Events 

 
--ooOoo-- 

 

Footpaths 
 

 Report: 
 

 Footpaths are muddy currently and appropriate care is needed by users 
 

 No major problems have otherwise been reported 

 

 Action Plan: 
 

 Interim assessments and maintenance will continue to be carried out during 2023 
on an ad hoc basis to monitor path conditions/rectify problems. 

 A new contract to extend the Service Level Agreement to maintain our footpaths 
in the 2023/24 financial year needs to be requested by the end of February. 

 The request claim needs to be presented on PC headed paper, with details of what 

we are claiming for. 

 Research is now required into possible alternative contractors for the 2023 
footpath maintenance programme. 


