GREAT MAPLESTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall on Tuesday 10th July 2007
PRESENT
Cllr. P. Haylock

Cllr. I. Johnson
  Cllr. P. Short

Cllr. P. Faulks


Cllr.J.  Breed

  
Cllr. D. Oakes 

  Cllr. J. Newton
District Cllr. W. Scattergood
District Cllr. F. Swallow     



Ms. K. Hammond – Clerk
Members of the Public – 4
APOLOGIES – Cllr. Finch.  Cllr. Beavis
MINUTES – The Minutes of the AGM held on 17th May 2007 were approved and signed by the Chairman after 1 amendment was made namely correction of MR 7 Mrs. Skillet’s name..   Cllr. Haylock welcomed Cllr. Swallow to the meeting.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST – None.
MATTERS ARISING – Declaration of Interest – the revised Code of Conduct.  Cllr. Oakes proposed that the new Code of Conduct including Clause 12.2 be adopted as it clarifies Declaration of Interest and that Clause 12.2 enables Councilors who declare a prejudicial interest the right to speak. The proposal was seconded by  Cllr. Faulks and was then duly carried.

Golf Notice – The new notice has now been made.  It is a rigid plastic notice which will be bolted to the fence.  The wording was changed due to cost implications.

Foxes Croft – Cllr. Short confirmed that there are no further developments in this matter.  She confirmed that she will keep talking to the relevant people to further this matter.

Reef Estates/Kilowen Fitness Centre – Reef Estates have declined to attend a Council meeting – the matter is now closed.

Verge Erosion – As Cllr. Finch was not present this subject could not be discussed.  To be discussed at the next meeting.
Pothole – Polly Miles – this was attended to very quickly.  Cllr. Short thanked for her efforts.

Letter to School in respect of their use of Village Playing Field – Cllr. Haylock confirmed that this had been sent as agreed at the last Parish Council meeting.

Drainage works – Village Playing Field – Cllr. Newton confirmed that this matter is now completed and that all invoices had been passed for payment.  

COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS – Cllr. Scattergood reported on the changes to the Planning Committee.  This committee now meets every two weeks and consists of 21 members taken from around the district.  Cllr. Scattergood is Chair person for this committee.  The new system should allow for consistency and speedier planning resolutions. She confirmed that the Area Committee will still meet every two months. Funding has been allocated which will increase next year.   She also confirmed the general public, Parish Councilors and Councilors will be able to speak.  She commented that the Rural Development Fund will be agreed at the Area Committee meetings.  Cllr. Faulks asked if this information was on the BDC website.  Cllr. Scattergood was not sure but confirmed that she would check report back to Cllr. Faulks.  
Cllr. Oakes asked if the new planning systems took planning away from grass roots.  He said that people on the committee might not know the area where planning was being sought.  Cllr. Scattergood confirmed that Cllrs. Swallow and Beavis would be free to attend  and speak at the meeting whereas they couldn’t under the old system.  Cllr. Swallow confirmed that this new system is still on a trial basis and is subject to review but that it should make planning more consistent across the county.  Planning regulations must be seen to be consistent and transparent.  He also confirmed that his duties will include licensing; he is on the Halstead Committee and the Audit Committee.  

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – Question regarding the erosion of verges – it was asked if this matter could still be carried forward to the next meeting when, hopefully, Cllr. Finch will be present to answer questions.  It was agreed that this item will be put on the Agenda for the next meeting.

Question – Could the entry in the Minutes of the last meeting in respect of Gypsy/Travelers be clarified?  Cllr. Haylock commented that this matter will be discussed under correspondence.

Question – Has the Parish Council got a capping limit figure in mind in respect of the Precept?  The Precept seems to be increasing.  Cllr. Faulks commented that the Parish Council agreed to set this figure, which now has to include the Clerks wages.  He also commented that future projects need to be taken into account as funding is not always available or granted and that financial reserves are useful.  Capping has not been set but he stressed that the auditors keep track of the Parish Council’s finances.  He confirmed that a per capita cost per annum is measured in pennies rather than pounds.

Question – Notice Board – Purls Hill – when is it going to be repaired?  Cllr. Faulks confirmed that a tourist driving past the notice board crashed into it.  He donated £20.00 as way of compensation.  The Parish Council will get the notice board repaired.

Question – Planning Application – lowering of footpath opposite the Village Hall..  Was this being funded by the Parish Council?  It was confirmed that this application was submitted by Mr. & Mrs. Cuddeford and therefore they will be paying all of the costs.

Question – Payments from the School in respect of upkeep of the Village Playing Field – was the financial/insurance implications discussed?  Cllr. Haylock confirmed that all insurance legalities are in place and that any payments the school makes towards the upkeep of the playing field are classed as donations.    
CORRESPONDENCE
Citizens Advice Bureau – Annual Review – details with the Clerk.

EALC – training courses – details with the Clerk.

BDC Community Warden Report’s no. 3a and 3b – read out.

BDC Ward Profile Booklets – passed round.

ECC Mobile Library service – confirmed that the review has now taken place.  The new timetable started on 2.7.07 and the library will visit every 2 weeks.

EALC – Gypsy and Travelers – the review started on 8.5.07 and will finish on 31.7.07.  There is a proposal for 15 sites in the BDC area. All details with the Clerk.

EALC Community Update – No. 44 and 45 – with the Clerk.

Football Foundation – leaflet showing the now banned type of posts distributed.  

BDC Standards Committee – letter asking for recruits. If anyone is interested please contact the Clerk.

RCCE – AGM details with the Clerk.

CPRE – Voice Magazine – with the Clerk

Information Leaflet – New Non Smoking Regulations  – the Village Hall complies with the new anti smoking laws.

BDC – Changes to Parish Consultation – details with the Clerk.

BDC – Appeal Decision – it was confirmed that after July 2007 the decisions will be on the BDC website and will not be available as written reports.

Rural Housing Trust -Affordable Housing Scheme – meeting to be held on 26.7.07 – details with the Clerk.

BDC – Review of Service Provision questioner for Rural Issues and Parish Liaison Review of Service Provision – Clerk and Cllr. Haylock to attend.
BDC – Proposed changes to the Parish Consultation process – the new proposals were read out.  Basically the points of interest are:  End of 2007 – all Parish/Town Councils will be notified of new applications by e mail on the day of validation.  All forms, drawings and correspondence received with the application will be available on the web 48 hours after validation.  It was requested that comments are e mailed to planning with word documents attached.

Expiry date for comments – it is proposed that only one date will now signify the end of public consultation.  The date will be 28 days from the date of application.  The full letter is with the Clerk.  It was questioned as to whether paper plans would be available for viewing if needed.  It was confirmed that the Clerk will make changes to her system of planning application notification to Parish Councilors to facilitate this.  The Clerk has concerns that if Parish Councils computers crash then the whole system will fail to work.  She will forward her concerns to BDC as requested.  

FINANCE 
Ratification of payments made:-

	To Essex Association of Local Councils for information pack for new councilors:
	£ 8.03

	To Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd. for replacement strimmer cable:
	£ 20.78

	To the Clerk for reimbursement of the annual Parish Assembly refreshment costs:
	£ 29.67

	To Playsafety Ltd. for annual RoSPA inspection:
	£ 70.50

	To Hugh Pearl (Land Drainage) Ltd. as part-payment for playing field drainage work cost:
	£ 3,000.00

	Braintree Association of Local Councils annual subscription:
	£  10.00


Noting of sums received:-

	VAT reimbursement:
	£  452.11

	Braintree Street Cleaning grant:
	£ 569.17

	Community Initiative Fund grant received for playing field drainage:
	£ 4,300.00  


Current bank balances:-

	Current account:
	£ 8.29  
	
	Reserve account:
	£  7,591.36


Payment(s) to be made requiring approval:-
	To Braintree District Council for election expenses:
	£ 232.46

	To Hugh Pearl (Land Drainage) Ltd. for balance of playing field drainage work cost:
	2,540.48

	To Rural Community Council of Essex for annual subscription:
	£ 40.00


Other Finance matters:-

	The balance of £240.13 owing by the Village Hall Management Committee in respect of the balance of the cost (exclusive of VAT) of the hall roof repairs is still awaited from the Hall Treasurer - this has been chased and payment is expected imminently.

The bank mandate needs to be changed to take into account the Clerks change of name and the inclusion of Cllr. Breed.  This will be done at the next meeting.

Cllr. Faulks also discussed the Football Foundation grant which does not cover the ground work for new goals posts.   The old posts qualify the funding status required.  Cllr. Faulks confirmed that the application is complicated and the application has to be submitted to the County F.A. along with a copy of the land registry document for the Village Playing field.  Cllr. Haylock confirmed that this document is available.  It was agreed that the posts would be supplied as aluminum and that they would be 21’ x 7’ (youth size) which will cost approx. £700.00, including nets x 2.  Cllr. Faulks proposed this to be carried and it was seconded by Cllr. Haylock.  Cllr. Faulks will therefore proceed with the funding application.    


PLANNING:
Cllr. Scattergood declared an interest in respect of planning.  

Applications Refused - 
None
Applications Received – 
Erection of studio – Smudgers, Church St. – no objections raised.

Tree’s under preservation orders – The Old Vicarage, Church St. – no objections raised.  Mr. Sweetman had been informed.

Kilowen Farm House – erection of conservatory – no objections raised.

Applications Approved
Lowering of Footpath – Opposite village hall.





Conversion of redundant farm buildings – Hulls Mill Farm





Provision of tennis courts and lighting – Bennetts





Erection of new adult toilets – St. Giles School





Erection of single storey extension – Rangers Hall





Erection of rear conservatory – 8 Stone Cottages   
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Cllr. Short – Speed Restrictions – ECC – Cllr. Short read out the letter that has been sent to ECC in respect of ECC reviewing the 30m.p.h. speed restrictions.  She confirmed that she will report ECC’s responses at the next meeting.  A copy of the letter is available with the Clerk.  The Clerk commented that the name post for Park Fenn was broken.  Cllr. Short confirmed she will get this repaired.

Cllr. Short also reported that verge erosion at Toldishall had been dealt with efficiently by ECC but this on an ongoing problem because it is on the bus route.

Cllr. Oakes – RosPa Play Equipment Inspection – he read out their report.  Nothing is on the “high risk” category but there are a number of “low risk” items which need to be addressed.  Cllr. Oakes, Newton and Johnson will inspect the play equipment and sort out repairs as necessary.  Everyone was reminded that health and safety issues should always be borne in mind.  Cllr. Oakes also confirmed that quotes had been obtained from Playdales in respect of basket ball posts.  The costs are exceptionally high – £1,219.00 for the posts, £419.00 delivery/installation and these figures exclude groundwork.  It was decided that at this time, the costs are too high but it was agreed that a new handle and fittings for the motorbike springer be purchased at a cost of £23.04 + VAT.  It was agreed that the subject basket ball posts would be discussed at a later date.
Cllr. Faulks – Nothing to report

Cllr. Johnson – Nothing to report

Cllr. Breed – Parish Cluster Meeting – Wickham St. Pauls – Cllr. Breed gave a brief resume of the meeting which she attended along with the Clerk.  The Minutes of this meeting are available with the Clerk.  

ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA – Communication and Minutes of Meetings – Cllr. Breed
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING –4th September 2007 at 8.00pm.  

Signed……………………………………………………… Dated………………………………..

